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Vessels are recycled in facilities that ensure
clean, safe, and just practices that provide
workers with decent jobs. Vessels will be
toxic-free and no longer cause harm to
workers, local communities, or the
environment at end-of-life.

To act as a catalyst for change by
effectively advocating for clean, safe, and
just ship recycling globally. This
necessitates denouncing dirty and
dangerous practices, such as the dumping
of end-of-life vessels on the beaches of
developing countries. Our commitment to
finding sustainable global solutions is based
on the respect of human and workers’
rights and the principles of environmental
justice, producer responsibility, ‘polluter
pays’, and clean production.

V I S I O N  &
M I S S I O N

In this quarterly publication, we inform
about the shipbreaking practices in South
Asia, providing an overview of accidents
that took place on the beaches of
Bangladesh, India and Pakistan, relevant
press media as well as research. We aim to
raise public awareness about the many
negative impacts of shipbreaking in South
Asia as well as developments aimed at the
protection of workers’ rights and the
environment.
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S H I P B R E A K I N G  R E C O R D S

T h e r e  w e r e  a  t o t a l  o f  2 0 4  s h i p s  b r o k e n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 2 1 .  O f
t h e s e ,  1 5 5  s h i p s  w e r e  s o l d  t o  t h e  b e a c h e s  o f  S o u t h  A s i a ,  w h e r e  c o n d i t i o n s
a r e  k n o w n  t o  p u t  w o r k e r s ’  l i v e s  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a t  r i s k .

G r e e k  s h i p  o w n e r s  s o l d  t h e  m o s t  s h i p s  t o  S o u t h  A s i a n  y a r d s ,  c l o s e l y
f o l l o w e d  b y  J a p a n e s e ,  U n i t e d  A r a b  E m i r a t e s  a n d  S o u t h  K o r e a n  o w n e r s .

A l m o s t  o n e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  s h i p s  s o l d  t o  S o u t h  A s i a  t h i s  q u a r t e r  c h a n g e d  f l a g  t o
t h e  r e g i s t r i e s  o f  C o m o r o s ,  G a b o n ,  P a l a u  a n d  S t .  K i t t s  a n d  N e v i s  j u s t  w e e k s
b e f o r e  h i t t i n g  t h e  b e a c h .  T h e s e  f l a g s  a r e  n o t  t y p i c a l l y  u s e d  d u r i n g  t h e
o p e r a t i o n a l  l i f e  o f  s h i p s  a n d  o f f e r  ‘ l a s t  v o y a g e  r e g i s t r a t i o n ’  d i s c o u n t s .  T h e y
a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p o p u l a r  w i t h  t h e  m i d d l e m e n  s c r a p - d e a l e r s  t h a t  p u r c h a s e
v e s s e l s  c a s h  f r o m  s h i p  o w n e r s ,  a n d  a r e  g r e y -  a n d  b l a c k - l i s t e d  d u e  t o  t h e i r
p o o r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a r i t i m e  l a w .
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C A S E S  &  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S  

C O U R T  D E C I S I O N  R E I N F O R C E S  S H I P P I N G  C O M P A N I E S ’  D U T Y  O F  C A R E  
T h e  U K  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l  h a n d e d  d o w n  a  j u d g e m e n t  i n  M a r c h  t h a t  w i l l  h a v e
f a r - r e a c h i n g  i m p l i c a t i o n s  a c r o s s  t h e  s h i p p i n g  i n d u s t r y .  R e p r e s e n t e d  b y  l a w
f i r m  L e i g h  D a y ,  H a m i d a  B e g u m ,  t h e  w i d o w  o f  a  B a n g l a d e s h i  s h i p b r e a k i n g
w o r k e r ,  M D  K h a l i l  M o l l a h ,  w h o  w a s  k i l l e d  i n  2 0 1 8 ,  h a s  b e e n  a l l o w e d  t o  b r i n g
f o r w a r d  h e r  c l a i m  o f  n e g l i g e n c e  a g a i n s t  a  U K  s h i p p i n g  c o m p a n y .  H a m i d a ’ s
h u s b a n d  f e l l  t o  h i s  d e a t h  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  E K T A  ( f o r m e r l y  M a r a n
C e n t a u r u s )  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  o w n e d  a n d  o p e r a t e d  b y  e n t i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e
A n g e l i c o u s s i s  S h i p p i n g  G r o u p  a n d  s o l d  f o r  d e m o l i t i o n  b y  o n e  o f  i t s  U K
s u b s i d i a r i e s ,  M a r a n  ( U K )  L i m i t e d .  M a r a n  ( U K )  L t d  h a d  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  c o u r t  t o
h a v e  H a m i d a ’ s  c a s e  s t r u c k  o u t  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  i t  w a s  t o o  f a r  r e m o v e d
( i n  t i m e  a n d  s p a c e )  f r o m  h e r  h u s b a n d ’ s  d e a t h  t o  o w e  h i m  a  d u t y  o f  c a r e .
T h e y  a r g u e d  t h a t  h i s  a c c i d e n t  w a s  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  p r e - e x i s t i n g  w o r k i n g
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  C h a t t o g r a m  o v e r  w h i c h  M a r a n  L t d  h a d  n o  c o n t r o l .  T h e  s t r i k e -
o u t  a p p l i c a t i o n  w a s  h e a r d  b y  M r  J u s t i c e  J a y  i n  J u n e  2 0 2 0  a n d  i n  a  j u d g m e n t
h a n d e d  d o w n  i n  J u l y  2 0 2 0 ,  t h e  C o u r t  r e f u s e d  t o  s t r i k e  o u t  H a m i d a ’ s
n e g l i g e n c e  c l a i m ,  f i n d i n g  t h a t  s h e  h a s  a n  a r g u a b l e  c a s e  t h a t  M a r a n  ( U K )  L t d
c o u l d  h a v e  i n f l u e n c e d  w h e r e  t h e  v e s s e l  w a s  s c r a p p e d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d
h a v e  e n s u r e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l y  d i s m a n t l e d .  M a r a n  ( U K )  L t d  a p p e a l e d
t h e  H i g h  C o u r t  j u d g m e n t  a n d  t h e  c a s e  w a s  h e a r d  b y  t h e  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l  i n
F e b r u a r y .  O n  1 0  M a r c h  t h e  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l  u p h e l d  M r  J u s t i c e  J a y ’ s  f i n d i n g
t h a t  i t  i s  a r g u a b l e  t h a t  M a r a n  ( U K )  L t d  o w e d  H a m i d a ’ s  h u s b a n d  a  d u t y  o f
c a r e  a n d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  w r o n g  t o  s t r i k e  t h e  n e g l i g e n c e  c l a i m  o u t  a t  t h i s
s t a g e .
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“The defendant was responsible for sending the ship to
Chattogram, knowing that this would expose workers such as
the claimant’s husband to the risk of death or serious injury as a
result of the negligence of the shipbreaker which employed him.
It was not a case where there was merely a risk that the
shipbreaker would fail to take reasonable care for the safety of
its workers. On the contrary, this was a certainty, as the
defendant knew”
Judge Lord Justice Males
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https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=d023f5fa-3e4a-47d7-a18d-38bc58964c4e
https://www.newsclick.in/Green-Court-Cognisance-Workers-Issues-Ship-breaking-Yard-Orders-Remedial-Measures


B a n g l a d e s h

O n  6  F e b r u a r y ,  M d .  J a s h i m  ( 4 0 )  g o t  s e v e r e l y  b u r n t  i n  a n  a c c i d e n t  w h i l e
c u t t i n g  a  p i p e  o n  t h e  R u s s i a n - o w n e d  v e s s e l  N E F T E G A Z  7 0  ( I M O  8 4 1 8 6 0 5 )  a t
N . R .  S h i p  Y a r d .  H e  w a s  t r a n s p o r t e d  f r o m  t h e  C h i t t a g o n g  M e d i c a l  H o s p i t a l  t o
D h a k a  b u t  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  5  d a y s  l a t e r ,  o n  1 1  F e b r u a r y ,  d u e  t o  t h e  b u r n  i n j u r i e s
t h a t  c o v e r e d  4 5 %  o f  h i s  b o d y .  

O n  5  M a r c h ,  R i p o n  M i a  ( 3 7 )  w a s  f a t a l l y  h i t  b y  a  f a l l i n g  i r o n  p l a t e  a t  T a s i n
S t e e l  L t d .  T h e  a c c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  a  n i g h t  s h i f t  o n  t h e  v e s s e l  L I L A
B U S A N  ( I M O  9 1 7 0 4 4 4 ) ,  o w n e d  b y  S o u t h  K o r e a n  c o m p a n y  P a n  O c e a n .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  S i t a k u n d a  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  o f f i c e r ,  R i p o n  w a s  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o
t h e  C h i t t a g o n g  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  H o s p i t a l  w h e r e  h e  s u c c u m b e d  t o  t h e
i n j u r i e s .  L o c a l  s o u r c e s  s t a t e  t h a t  T a s i n  S t e e l s  h a s  b e e n  t e m p o r a r i l y  c l o s e d
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  a c c i d e n t .

O n  9  M a r c h ,  M d .  M a n i k  ( 5 5 )  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a  c o m a  a f t e r  a n  i r o n  p l a t e  s e v e r e l y
h i t  h i s  h e a d .  H e  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  t h e  c o m a  a f t e r  a  1 5 - d a y s  s t a y  i n  t h e
h o s p i t a l .  M a n i k  w a s  d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e  S o u t h  K o r e a n  v e s s e l  N A M H A E  A L O F I
( I M O  9 0 0 6 6 9 3 )  a t  T . R .  S h i p r e a k i n g  y a r d .  T . R .  S h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d ,  a s  w e l l  a s
T a s i n  S t e e l s  w h e r e  a  f a t a l  a c c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  o n  5  M a r c h ,  i s  o w n e d  b y
D i d a r u l  A l a m ,  a  C h a t t o g r a m  p o l i t i c i a n .  T w o  w o r k e r s  w e r e  s e v e r e l y  i n j u r e d  i n
s i m i l a r  a c c i d e n t s  a t  D i d a r u l  A l a m ’ s  y a r d s  i n  A p r i l  a n d  A u g u s t  2 0 2 0 ,  t h e
f o r m e r  o n  a  v e s s e l  s o l d  b y  B e r g e  B u l k  v i a  c a s h  b u y e r  B e s t  O a s i s  f o r
b r e a k i n g  i n  C h a t t o g r a m .   

O n  1 1  M a r c h ,  S h o p i  ( 4 5 )  a n d  L i t o n  ( 4 2 )  w e r e  s e v e r e l y  b u r n t  f o l l o w i n g  a n
e x p l o s i o n  a t  S . N .  C o r p o r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  c u t t i n g  o f  t h e  S T E L L A R  O C E A N
M A J U R O  ( I M O  9 0 3 0 9 7 9 ) ,  o w n e d  b y  P o l a r i s  S h i p p i n g ,  a n o t h e r  S o u t h  K o r e a n
c o m p a n y .  T h e  w o r k e r s  w e r e  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  C h i t t a g o n g  M e t r o p o l i t a n
H o s p i t a l  t o  r e c e i v e  t r e a t m e n t .

A C C I D E N T S
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https://www.thedailystar.net/city/news/shipbreaking-yard-worker-dies-five-days-after-suffering-burn-injuries-2043169
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/2021/03/05/worker-dies-at-shipbreaking-yard-in-chittagong
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/2021/03/05/worker-dies-at-shipbreaking-yard-in-chittagong
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/2021/03/05/worker-dies-at-shipbreaking-yard-in-chittagong
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/platform-publishes-south-asia-quarterly-update-22/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/platform-publishes-south-asia-quarterly-update-23/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/platform-publishes-south-asia-quarterly-update-23/


F o l l o w i n g  t h e  d e a t h  o f  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r  R i p o n  M i a  ( 3 7 )  o n  5  M a r c h ,  t h e
B a n g l a d e s h  n e w s p a p e r  T h e  D a i l y  S t a r  r e p o r t e d  o n c e  a g a i n  o n  t h e  s h o c k i n g
c o n d i t i o n s  a t  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  “ i s  n o t
a n  i s o l a t e d  e v e n t ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  w e l l  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  a t  a n y  o f  t h e  o v e r
1 0 0  s u c h  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  i n  C h a t t o g r a m ” .  T h e  n e w s p a p e r  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e
l a c k  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  y a r d  o w n e r s ,  a n d  u r g e s  t h e
M i n i s t r y  o f  I n d u s t r i e s  t o  t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  s u b j e c t  t h e  y a r d s  t o
c o n t r o l s  a n d  i n s p e c t i o n s  f o r  p r o p e r  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s .

I n d i a

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t r a d e  u n i o n s  a n d  l o c a l  s o u r c e s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  t w o  f a t a l  a c c i d e n t s
a t  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  i n  A l a n g  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  y e a r .  O n e
w o r k e r  w a s  k i l l e d  o n  8  M a r c h  w h e n  h e  f e l l  f r o m  a  c r a n e  a t  p l o t  n u m b e r  1 .  I n
A l a n g ,  n o  o f f i c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  a c c i d e n t s  i s  p r o v i d e d  b y  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  c i v i l
s o c i e t y  a n d  m e d i a ,  r e v e a l i n g  a  s e r i o u s  l a c k  o f  t r a n s p a r e n c y .  A s  a
c o n s e q u e n c e ,  i t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  m a n y  i n j u r i e s  a n d  e v e n  d e a t h s  g o
u n r e p o r t e d .  

P a k i s t a n

O n  9  M a r c h ,  t w o  w o r k e r s  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  a n  a c c i d e n t  a t  a  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d
i n  G a d a n i .  T h e  w o r k e r s  w e r e  c r u s h e d  b y  a  h e a v y  i r o n  s h e e t .  S e v e r a l  o t h e r
w o r k e r s  w e r e  i n j u r e d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  B a s h i r  M e h m o o d a n i ,  G a d a n i  S h i p -
B r e a k i n g  W o r k e r s  U n i o n ’ s  p r e s i d e n t ,  o n e  o f  t h e  t w o  w o r k e r s  d i e d  w h i l e
b e i n g  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  t h e  c l o s e s t  h o s p i t a l  i n  K a r a c h i ,  5 0  k m  a w a y .  T h e
w o r k e r s  w e r e  d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e  F P S O  M V  E R I N  ( I M O  7 9 2 5 8 1 9 )  b e a c h e d  o n  2 8
J a n u a r y  a t  F a t i m a  E n t e r p r i s e s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d .  T h e  v e s s e l  w a s  o w n e d  b y
M a l a y s i a n  S a b a h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P e t r o l e u m .  
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https://www.thedailystar.net/editorial/news/another-death-shipbreaking-yard-2056001
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/815392-after-four-years-balochistan-govt-pays-compensation-to-heirs-of-gadani-blast-victims


U K  S H I P S  C O N N E C T E D  T O  I L L E G A L  E X P O R T S  
T h e  c r u i s e  s e c t o r  h a s  b e e n  s e v e r e l y  h i t  b y  t h e  C O V I D - 1 9  p a n d e m i c ,  w i t h
m a n y  s h i p  o w n e r s  f o r c e d  t o  f i l e  b a n k r u p t c y  o r  t a k e  s t e p s  t o  r e d u c e
o p e r a t i n g  e x p e n s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  y o u n g  s h i p s .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  s h i p p i n g  d a t a b a s e s ,  a t  l e a s t  t w e n t y - f o u r  p a s s e n g e r  s h i p s  h a v e
a l r e a d y  b e e n  s o l d  f o r  s c r a p p i n g  i n  t h e  l a s t  f i f t e e n  m o n t h s .  W h i l s t  m a j o r
c r u i s e  l i n e  C a r n i v a l  C o r p o r a t i o n  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  r e c y c l i n g  i t s  v e s s e l s  i n  a
r e s p o n s i b l e  m a n n e r ,  a n d  c o m p a n i e s  s u c h  a s  P u l l m a n t u r  h a v e  a l s o  c h o s e n  E U -
i n s p e c t e d  r e c y c l i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e i r  e n d - o f - l i f e  s h i p s ,  o t h e r  u n s c r u p u l o u s
o w n e r s  h a v e  o p t e d  f o r  t h e  m o r e  p r o f i t a b l e  b e a c h i n g  y a r d s  i n  S o u t h  A s i a
w h e r e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  k n o w n  t o  p u t  b o t h  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a t
r i s k .

A n  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  r e p o r t  p u b l i s h e d  b y  B B C ’ s  F i l e  o n  4  d e n o u n c e s  t h e  i l l e g a l
e x p o r t  o f  t w o  U K  c r u i s e  s h i p s  f r o m  E u r o p e  t o  t h e  b e a c h e s  o f  A l a n g ,  I n d i a .
T h e  M A R C O  P O L O  a n d  M V  M A G E L L A N  h a d  s a i l e d  f o r  U K - b a s e d  C r u i s e  &
M a r i t i m e  V o y a g e s  ( C M V ) ,  w h i c h  e n t e r e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  2 0 2 0  d u e  t o  t h e
p a n d e m i c .  T h e  N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m  a l e r t e d  U K  a u t h o r i t i e s  a b o u t
t h e s e  t w o  i l l e g a l  e x p o r t s .  

" T h e  i l l e g a l  e x p o r t  o f  w a s t e  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  g l o b a l
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d  t h o s e  c o n v i c t e d  c o u l d  f a c e  t w o  y e a r s  i n  p r i s o n  o r  a n
u n l i m i t e d  f i n e , "  s a i d  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  U K  g o v e r n m e n t .  

A n o t h e r  c r u i s e  s h i p ,  t h e  C O L U M B U S ,  i l l e g a l l y  s a i l e d  f r o m  G r e e c e ,  c h a n g e d
i t s  f l a g  t o  t h a t  o f  C o m o r o s  a n d  w a s  b e a c h e d  i n  A l a n g ,  I n d i a ,  e n d  o f  M a r c h .
T h e  P l a t f o r m  h a d  r a i s e d  c o n c e r n s  w i t h  G r e e k  a u t h o r i t i e s  b e f o r e  t h e  v e s s e l
d e p a r t e d  s i n c e  i t  w a s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e  v e s s e l  w a s  a  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  s c r a p .  
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https://shipbreakingplatform.org/carnival-offthebeach/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-56196069
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/illegal-exports-cruises/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-56196069


V I O L A T I O N  O F  E N V I R O N M E N T  C O N S E R V A T I O N  A C T
T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t  ( D o E )  o f  C h a t t o g r a m  h a s  f i n e d  t h e
C h i t t a g o n g  M a r i n e  S h i p y a r d  f o r  n o t  r e n e w i n g  i t s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c l e a r a n c e
c e r t i f i c a t e .  I n  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 0 ,  t h e  D o E  h a d  a l r e a d y  f i n e d
s e v e n  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  f o r  b r e a c h  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  c l e a r a n c e
c e r t i f i c a t e ’ s  c o n d i t i o n s .

A S B E S T O S :  A  H I D D E N  T H R E A T  T O  S H I P B R E A K I N G  W O R K E R S  
T h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  e n d - o f - l i f e  v e s s e l s  a r e  s i m p l y  r u n  a s h o r e  t o  b e
d i s m a n t l e d  o n  t i d a l  b e a c h e s  i n  S o u t h  A s i a .  U n s k i l l e d  m i g r a n t  w o r k e r s ,  s o m e
o f  t h e m  c h i l d r e n ,  a r e  d e p l o y e d  b y  t h e  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  t o  b r e a k  d o w n  t h e
l a r g e  s h i p s  w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  p r o t e c t i v e  e q u i p m e n t ,  a n d  t o x i n s ,  i n c l u d i n g
a s b e s t o s ,  s i c k e n  t h e  w o r k e r s .  
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D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  B A N G L A D E S H

E X P A N S I O N  O F  A L A N G  S H I P B R E A K I N G  Y A R D  I N  2 0 2 4
T h e  I n d i a n  F i n a n c e  M i n i s t r y  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c a p a c i t y  i n
A l a n g  w i l l  b e  e x t e n d e d  b y  2 0 2 4  t o  c a p t u r e  5 0 %  o f  t h e  g l o b a l  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g
b u s i n e s s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y ,  9 0  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  i n  G u j a r a t  a r e
o p e r a t i n g  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  H o n g  K o n g  C o n v e n t i o n  s t a n d a r d s .  T h e  H o n g  K o n g
C o n v e n t i o n  h a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e e n  s t r o n g l y  c r i t i s i s e d  f o r  s i m p l y  r u b b e r s t a m p i n g
s t a t u s  q u o  a n d  n o t  s e t t i n g  s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  w i l l  e n s u r e  s a f e  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s o u n d  p r a c t i c e s .  I t  d o e s  n o t  b a n  b e a c h i n g  a n d  s e t s  n o
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  b e y o n d  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  f o r  t h e
m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  d i s p o s a l  o f  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e s .  T h e  d e t e n t i o n  o f  B B C
r e p o r t e r s  a n d  c o n f i s c a t i o n  o f  f o o t a g e  f r o m  F r a n c e  2  j o u r n a l i s t s  b y  l o c a l
o f f i c e r s  f r o m  t h e  G u j a r a t  M a r i t i m e  B o a r d  r e v e a l s  h o w  t h e  i n d u s t r y  s e e k s  t o
t h w a r t  p u b l i c  s c r u t i n y  o f  t h e  d e p l o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  t h e  y a r d s .  F a i l i n g  t o
m o v e  t h e  i n d u s t r y  t o  i n d u s t r i a l  p l a t f o r m s ,  t h e  p l a n s  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  b e a c h i n g
a r e a  w i l l  o n l y  e x t e n d  t h e  i r r e v e r s i b l e  h a r m  i n f l i c t e d  o n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d
t h e  w o r k e r s  s i n c e  t h e  i n d u s t r y  m o v e d  t o  A l a n g  i n  t h e  1 9 8 0 s .  T h e  e x t e n s i o n
p r o j e c t  i s  b e i n g  c o n t e s t e d  b y  l o c a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  N G O s .  
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E a r l y  s t u d i e s  s h o w e d  t h a t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  p o t e n t i a l l y  e x p o s e d  t o
a s b e s t o s  h a v e  a n  e l e v a t e d  i n c r e a s e d  m o r t a l i t y  f o r  l u n g  c a n c e r  a n d  o t h e r
c a n c e r s  t h a n  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  A  s t u d y  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  E u r o p e a n
C o m m i s s i o n  i n  2 0 1 6  a l s o  a l e r t s  t h a t  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  h a v e  a n
i n c r e a s e d  r i s k  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  a s b e s t o s  r e l a t e d  d i s e a s e s  a n d  c a n c e r .
A s b e s t o s  c a u s e s  a r o u n d  2 5 5 . 0 0 0  d e a t h s  e v e r y  y e a r  w o r l d w i d e  o f  w h i c h  t h e
v a s t  m a j o r i t y  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  w o r k - r e l a t e d  e x p o s u r e .  A l t h o u g h  a s b e s t o s
h a s  b e e n  b a n n e d  i n  m o r e  t h a n  5 5  c o u n t r i e s ,  s o m e  c o u n t r i e s  i n  A s i a  a n d  t h e
M i d d l e  E a s t  c o n t i n u e  t o  u s e  a s b e s t o s .  I n d i a  i s  t h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  u s e r  o f
a s b e s t o s ,  c o n s u m i n g  a r o u n d  3 5 0 , 0 0 0  t o n s  a n n u a l l y .  

A s b e s t o s  w a s  e x t e n s i v e l y  u s e d  i n  t h e  1 9 8 0 s  a n d  ’ 9 0 s  d u e  t o  i t s  t h e r m a l
i n s u l a t i o n  a n d  f i r e - r e s i s t a n t  p r o p e r t i e s .  I t  w i l l  t y p i c a l l y  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e
v e s s e l ’ s  e n g i n e  r o o m s  a n d  i s  o f t e n  i n s e r t e d  b e t w e e n  s t e e l  p l a t e s .  A
c o m m e r c i a l  v e s s e l  c o u l d  c o n t a i n  a s  m u c h  a s  1 0  t o n s  o f  a s b e s t o s  c o n t a i n i n g
m a t e r i a l s  ( A C M s )  i n  e n g i n e  r o o m s ,  f u e l  l i n e s ,  s e a  w a t e r  l i n e s  a n d
f i r e p r o o f i n g  m a t e r i a l ,  w h e r e a s  n a v y  v e s s e l s  s u c h  a s  t h e  a i r  c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  S ã o
P a u l o  a n d  C l e m e n c e a u  a r e  e s t i m a t e d  t o  c o n t a i n  a s  m u c h  a s  9 0 0  t o n s  o f
a s b e s t o s  a n d  A C M s .  D e s p i t e  a s b e s t o s  h a v i n g  b e e n  b a n n e d  f r o m  s h i p s  s i n c e
J u l y  2 0 0 2 ,  r e c e n t  e s t i m a t e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t  i s  s t i l l  f o u n d  i n  o v e r  6 5 %  o f
v e s s e l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  5 0 %  o f  a l l  n e w  b u i l d s .

I n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  I n d i a  a n d  P a k i s t a n  t h e r e  i s  a  l a c k  o f  c a p a c i t y  t o  s a f e l y  h a n d l e
a n d  d i s p o s e  o f  t h e  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  o r i g i n a t e  f r o m  t h e  v e s s e l s .  A s  a
c o n s e q u e n c e ,  a l s o  c o m m u n i t i e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a r e a  a r e  a t
r i s k  o f  b e i n g  e x p o s e d  t o  a s b e s t o s .  O f t e n  u n a w a r e  o f  t h e  d a n g e r s ,  A C M s  a r e
r e - u s e d  b y  w o r k e r s  l i v i n g  b e s i d e  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n
a n d  f u r n i t u r e ,  a n d  a s b e s t o s  b o a r d s  o r i g i n a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  v e s s e l s  a r e  s o l d  o n
t h e  s e c o n d  h a n d  m a r k e t .  S o u t h  A s i a n  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t
t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  a n d  i m p o r t  o f  a s b e s t o s ,  a n d  l o c a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  n o t  b a n n e d
i t s  u s e .  

T h e  d a n g e r  o f  a s b e s t o s  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  i n h a l a t i o n  o f  d u s t  a t  a n y  s t a g e  o f
t h e  c h a i n  f r o m  e x t r a c t i o n  t o  d i s p o s a l .  I f  i n h a l e d ,  t h e  a s b e s t o s  f i b e r s  c a n
l e a d  t o  f a t a l  d i s e a s e s  s u c h  a s  l u n g  c a n c e r ,  m e s o t h e l i o m a  ( c a n c e r  o f  t h e
p l e u r a )  a s  w e l l  a s  n o n - m a l i g n a n t  a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d  d i s e a s e s  i n c l u d i n g
a s b e s t o s i s  ( a  f o r m  o f  p n e u m o c o n i o s i s ,  o r  s c a r r i n g  o f  t h e  l u n g  t i s s u e ) ,  t h e
s y m p t o m s  o f  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  a p p a r e n t  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  
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W h i l s t  a n  i n v e n t o r y  o f  A C M s  o n  b o a r d  t h e  v e s s e l  t h a t  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h e
l o c a t i o n  a n d  a m o u n t  w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a s b e s t o s  b e f o r e
r e m o v a l ,  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  c e r t i f i e d  p e r s o n a l  p r o t e c t i v e  e q u i p m e n t  ( P P E )  w i t h
a p p r o p r i a t e  r e s p i r a t o r y  e q u i p m e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  p r o t e c t i v e  c l o t h i n g ,  a n d
s p e c i a l i z e d  t r a i n i n g  t o  h a n d l e  A C M s  w o u l d  a l l o w  f o r  t h e  s a f e  r e m o v a l  o f
a s b e s t o s ,  i t  i s  f o r b i d d e n  b y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  t o  e x p o r t  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e ,
i n c l u d i n g  a s b e s t o s ,  f r o m  d e v e l o p e d  t o  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s .  A n
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  a r t i c l e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 0  b y  T h e  D a i l y  S t a r
( B a n g l a d e s h )  a n d  F i n a n c e  U n c o v e r e d  ( U K )  r e v e a l s ,  h o w e v e r ,  h o w  t h e  w e a k
r e g u l a t o r y  s y s t e m  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  i s  e x p l o i t e d  b y  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  F a l s e
c e r t i f i c a t e s  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  t h e  v e s s e l s  a r e  f r e e  o f  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a r e
i s s u e d  b y  p o s t - b o x  c o m p a n i e s  b a s e d  i n  o f f s h o r e  t a x  h a v e n s ,  m a k i n g  i t
d i f f i c u l t  t o  h o l d  t h e  s c r a p - d e a l e r s ,  k n o w n  a s  c a s h - b u y e r s ,  a n d  s h i p  o w n e r s
r e s p o n s i b l e .  A  d e c a d e  a f t e r  t h e  B a n g l a d e s h i  G o v e r n m e n t  w a s  o r d e r e d  b y  t h e
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  r u l e s  m a n d a t i n g  t h a t  n o  v e s s e l s  c o n t a i n i n g
h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  c o u l d  b e  i m p o r t e d  f o r  s c r a p p i n g  p u r p o s e s ,  v e s s e l s
c o n t a i n i n g  l a r g e  a m o u n t s  o f  t o x i c  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  s t i l l  b e i n g  b e a c h e d  i n
C h a t t o g r a m .  

I n  2 0 1 7 ,  a  s t u d y  s e e k i n g  t o  m a p  a s b e s t o s i s  a m o n g  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  i n
B a n g l a d e s h  i d e n t i f i e d  t h a t  f r o m  a  g r o u p  o f  9 4  w o r k e r s ,  3 3  w o r k e r s  w e r e
s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  a s b e s t o s i s .  T h e y  h a d  a l l  b e e n  e x p o s e d  t o  a s b e s t o s  d u r i n g
s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  d i a g n o s i s  c r i t e r i a  w a s  b a s e d  o n  y e a r s  o f  w o r k
( > 2 0  y e a r s )  a n d  f o r c e d  v i t a l  c a p a c i t y  d i a g n o s e d  t h r o u g h  X - R a y  ( < 8 0 %  ) .

U n s a f e  h a n d l i n g  o f  a s b e s t o s  h a s  b e e n  d o c u m e n t e d  a t  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s
i n  C h a t t o g r a m ,  B a n g l a d e s h  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  A l a n g ,  I n d i a .  O c c u p a t i o n a l  e x p o s u r e
i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  s e c t o r  h a s  l e d  t o  n u m e r o u s  w o r k e r s  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m
a s b e s t o s  r e l a t e d  i l l n e s s e s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  n e e d  f o r  f u r t h e r
r e s e a r c h  o n  h e a l t h  o u t c o m e s  r e l a t e d  t o  a s b e s t o s - e x p o s u r e  o f  s h i p b r e a k i n g
w o r k e r s  b o t h  i n  S o u t h  A s i a .

R e c e n t l y ,  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  m o r e  w o r k e r s  h a v e  s t a r t e d  t o  m a n i f e s t  s y m p t o m s
o f  a s b e s t o s i s  s u c h  a s  c h e s t  p a i n  a n d  b r e a t h l e s s .  A s b e s t o s i s  s y m p t o m s
u s u a l l y  m a n i f e s t  a f t e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  1 0  y e a r s  o f  e x p o s u r e  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  a
l a t e n c y  o f  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  b e t w e e n  t h e  i n i t i a l  e x p o s u r e  a n d  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f
t h e  d i s e a s e .  D e s p i t e  t h e i r  w e a k  h e a l t h  c o n d i t i o n ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  s i c k  w o r k e r s
c o n t i n u e  t o  d i s m a n t l e  v e s s e l s  t o  s u b s i s t  a n d  f e e d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  T h e i r
a f f e c t e d  l u n g  c a p a c i t y  v a r i e s  b e t w e e n  2 0 - 6 0 % ,  m o s t  o f  t h e m  h a v i n g  t h e i r
l u n g  c a p a c i t y  a f f e c t e d  b y  4 0 % .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  v i c t i m s  o f  a s b e s t o s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  f a c i n g  p h a s e s  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e
t h a t  r e q u i r e  u r g e n t  m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  t r e a t m e n t .  
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http://www.scielo.org.co/pdf/dyna/v83n198/v83n198a25.pdf
https://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/news/toxic-ships-sail-false-papers-2013621
https://www.financeuncovered.org/investigations/toxic-ships-asbestos-bangladesh-shipbreaking-chittagong-certificates/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5747762/
https://cest.gnest.org/sites/default/files/presentation_file_list/cest2017_00548_oral_paper.pdf


J u l y  2 0 1 5 .  
W e i - T e  W u ,  Y u - J e n  L i n ,  C h u n g - Y i  L i ,  P e r n g - J y  T s a i ,  C h u n - Y u h  Y a n g ,  S a o u -
H s i n g  L i o u  &  T r o n g - N e n g  W u

T a i w a n  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d ,  b e t w e e n  1 9 7 7 - 1 9 8 8 ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  n a t i o n
i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  r e c y c l i n g  a r o u n d  6 5 %  o f  t h e  w o r l d  t o n n a g e .  A  s t u d y  p u b l i s h e d
i n  2 0 1 5  s h o w s  a n  e v i d e n t  e x p o s u r e - r e s p o n s e  t r e n d  o f  a s b e s t o s  w i t h
e l e v a t e d  c a n c e r  i n c i d e n c e  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  c a n c e r  a m o n g  s h i p b r e a k i n g
w o r k e r s  i n  T a i w a n .  C o n s i d e r i n g  a  g r o u p  o f  4 4 2 7  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s ,  t h e r e
w e r e  9 4 0  d e a t h s  a n d  4 3 6  c a n c e r  c a s e s  i n  2 4 - y e a r  f o l l o w - u p  ( 1 9 8 5 - 2 0 0 8 ) .
M o r e o v e r ,  t w o  c a s e s  o f  m e s o t h e l i o m a  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  b o t h  i n  f l a m e  c u t t e r s
a s  i n  t h e  h i g h - a s b e s t o s  e x p o s u r e  g r o u p .  

C a n c e r  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  a s b e s t o s  e x p o s u r e  i n  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s :  A  m a t c h -
c o h o r t  s t u d y .

O c t o b e r  2 0 1 7 .
V e n k i t e s w a r a n  M u r a l i d h a r ,  M d  F a i z u l  A h a s a n  &  A h a d  M a h m u d  K h a n

T h i s  s t u d y ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  2 0 1 7 ,  w a s  p i o n e e r  i n  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  f i r s t  c a s e s  o f
a s b e s t o s i s  a m o n g  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  w h i c h  a f f e c t e d  3 5 %
o f  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  a n d  w h o  w e r e  e x p o s e d  t o
s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  1 0  y e a r s .  T h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  y e a r s  o f
e x p o s u r e  ( > 2 0 )  a n d  f o r c e d  v i t a l  c a p a c i t y  ( <  8 0 %  o f  p r e d i c t e d )  w e r e  u s e d  a s
d i a g n o s t i c  c r i t e r i a  a n d  p r o v e d  t o  b e  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  

P a r e n c h y m a l  a s b e s t o s i s  d u e  t o  p r i m a r y  a s b e s t o s  e x p o s u r e  a m o n g  s h i p -
b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  :  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c a s e s  f r o m  B a n g l a d e s h .

R E S E A R C H  &  R E A D I N G S
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Wu%20WT%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=26192180
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Lin%20YJ%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=26192180
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Li%20CY%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=26192180
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Tsai%20PJ%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=26192180
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Yang%20CY%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=26192180
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Liou%20SH%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=26192180
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Wu%20TN%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=26192180
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4507997/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Muralidhar%20V%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=29102973
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Ahasan%20MF%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=29102973
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Khan%20AM%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=29102973
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5747762/
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N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m

T h e  T o x i c  T i d e  -  2 0 1 9  D a t a  a n d  f i g u r e s  ( 2 0 2 0 )   

S t u d y  R e p o r t  o n  C h i l d  L a b o u r  i n  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  S e c t o r  i n  B a n g l a d e s h
( 2 0 1 9 )

R e c y c l i n g  O u t l o o k :  D e c o m m i s s i o n i n g  o f  N o r t h  S e a  F l o a t i n g  O i l  &  G a s  U n i t s
( 2 0 1 9 )

B e h i n d  t h e  H y p o c r i s y  o f  B e t t e r  B e a c h e s  ( 2 0 1 9 )

C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s :  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  m u s t  a l i g n  i t s  w a s t e  s h i p  e x p o r t s
w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d  g r e e n  d e a l  ( 2 0 2 0 )
 

O U R  R E P O R T S

APRIL 2021SAQU #25 //

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/spotlight-data-2019/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/spotlight-data-2019/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Child20Labor20Final.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Shipbreaking-OG-Report.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Final-Report-PE.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP.pdf
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