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Vessels are recycled in facilities that ensure
clean, safe, and just practices that provide
workers with decent jobs. Vessels will be
toxic-free and no longer cause harm to
workers, local communities, or the
environment at end-of-life.

To act as a catalyst for change by
effectively advocating for clean, safe, and
just ship recycling globally. This
necessitates denouncing dirty and
dangerous practices, such as the dumping
of end-of-life vessels on the beaches of
developing countries. Our commitment to
finding sustainable global solutions is based
on the respect of human and workers’
rights and the principles of environmental
justice, producer responsibility, ‘polluter
pays’, and clean production.

V I S I O N  &
M I S S I O N

In this quarterly publication, we inform
about the shipbreaking practices in South
Asia, providing an overview of accidents
that took place on the beaches of
Bangladesh, India and Pakistan, relevant
press media as well as research. We aim to
raise public awareness about the many
negative impacts of shipbreaking in South
Asia as well as developments aimed at the
protection of workers’ rights and the
environment.
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A C C I D E N T S

B A N G L A D E S H

O n  O c t o b e r  1 6 ,  M d .  R u b e l  ( 3 5 )  i n j u r e d  h i s  h e a d  d u e  t o  a  f i r e  e x t i n g u i s h e r 

b l a s t  a t  M . A .  S h i p b r e a k i n g  w h i l e  d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e  A F R A M A X  R I V E R  ( I M O 

9 2 5 9 1 7 3 ) ,  o w n e d  b y  G r e e k - c o m p a n y  H e l l e n i c  T a n k e r s .  T h e  w o r k e r  w a s 

t r a n s p o r t e d  b y  l o c a l s  t o  C h a t t o g r a m  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  H o s p i t a l ,  w h e r e  h e 

e n t e r e d  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  c a r e  u n i t .  O n  D e c e m b e r  1 8 ,  o p e r a t i o n s  o n  t h e  s a m e 

v e s s e l  c a u s e d  b u r n  i n j u r i e s  t o  t h e  f a c e  a n d  c h e s t  o f  H a n n a n  ( 3 5 ) ,  w h i l e  t h e 

w o r k e r  w a s  c u t t i n g  a n  o i l  p i p e .  

O n  O c t o b e r  2 2 ,  M d .  M a n n a n  ( 2 7 )  a n d  M d .  R a s a l  ( 3 5 )  s u f f e r e d  b u r n  i n j u r i e s 

w h e n  a  c u t t i n g  t o r c h  b l a s t e d  a t  H . M .  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  d u r i n g  t h e 

d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  t h e  v e s s e l  U R A N U S  ( I M O  9 2 4 8 4 8 5 ) .  

O n  O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  S o y e d u r  R a h m a n  ( 5 0 )  s u d d e n l y  f e l t  s i c k  w h i l e  c l e a n i n g  a n 

i r o n  s h e e t  a n d  l a t e r  d i e d  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  T h e  w o r k e r  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e 

b r e a k i n g  o f  t h e  N E W  S M I L E  ( I M O  9 1 1 4 8 4 2 ) ,  o w n e d  b y  T a i w a n e s e  c o m p a n y 

Z h e n g  Y u ,  a t  K . R .  S t e e l  y a r d .
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O n  N o v e m b e r  4 ,  M d . J o m s e d i  ( 2 2 )  g o t  h i s  f i n g e r s  b r o k e n  b y  a  f a l l i n g  i r o n
p l a t e  d u r i n g  a n  i l l e g a l  n i g h t  s h i f t  a t  a  K a b i r  G r o u p ’ s  y a r d  i n  S h i t a l p u r  w h i l e
d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e  v e s s e l  E M  L O N G E V I T Y  ( I M O  9 2 1 2 8 6 4 ) .  

O n  N o v e m b e r  1 2 ,  N a z i m  ( 3 2 )  g o t  h i t  o n  h i s  h e a d  a n d  b a c k b o n e  b y  a  f a l l i n g
s t e e l  p l a t e  o n  t h e  v e s s e l  M I N I S T A R  ( I M O  6 8 0 6 7 7 9 )  a t  A . M . N .  S t e e l .  

O n  D e c e m b e r  6 ,  M d  J o s h i m  ( 2 8 )  g o t  i n j u r e d  b y  a n  i r o n  p l a t e  w h i l e  w o r k i n g
o n  t h e  v e s s e l  S H I N Y  ( I M O  9 2 2 7 0 0 3 )  a t  S N  C o r p o r a t i o n .

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/accidents-fires/news/man-injured-shipbreaking-yard-accident-dies-3145126


D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  I N D I A
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N E W  P R O J E C T  I N  A N D H R A  P R A D E S H
T h e  M a r i t i m e  B o a r d  o f  A n d h r a  P r a d e s h  i s  d e v e l o p i n g  a  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  s i t e
o f f  t h e  b e a c h ,  w i t h  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  u s e  o f  a  d r y - d o c k .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  c o m e s
a l o n g  w i t h  f o u r  n e w  d e e p - w a t e r  p o r t s  t o  t u r n  A n d h r a  P r a d e s h  i n t o  a  m a j o r
c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  c o a s t a l  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y .  W h e r e a s  t h e  s e t u p  o f  d r y - d o c k s  i s
s u p p o r t e d  f r o m  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  h u m a n  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o
k e e p  i n  m i n d  t h a t  t h e  d o w n s t r e a m  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c o r r e c t
c l e a n i n g  o f  s t e e l  p l a t e s ,  a n d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  w o r k e r s ’ r i g h t s  m u s t  b e
c o r r e c t l y  a d d r e s s e d  t o  m e e t  t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d s ,  w h i c h  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t
m o m e n t  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  E u r o p e a n  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  R e g u l a t i o n  a n d  a r e
m u c h  s t r i c t e r  t h a n  t h o s e  s e t  u p  b y  t h e  H o n g  K o n g  C o n v e n t i o n .  

We are looking at developing an integrated steel cluster with downstream
industries very close to recycling yards that would accrue a lot of synergies
and support our economic viability.

Ravindranath Reddy
Deputy chief executive of the Andhra Pradesh Maritime Board

https://www.tradewindsnews.com/esg/andhra-pradesh-planning-india-s-first-european-standard-ship-recycling-facilities/2-1-1340316
https://www.tradewindsnews.com/esg/andhra-pradesh-planning-india-s-first-european-standard-ship-recycling-facilities/2-1-1340316
https://rai.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1467-8322.12617
https://rai.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1467-8322.12617
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D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  B A N G L A D E S H

C O N C E R N S  A B O U T  S H I P B R E A K I N G  W O R K E R S  I N  B A N G L A D E S H  –  U N
I N D E P E N D E N T  E X P E R T  V I S I T S  S I T A K U N D A
C l a u d i a  M a h l e r ,  U N  I n d e p e n d e n t  E x p e r t  o n  t h e  e n j o y m e n t  o f  a l l  h u m a n
r i g h t s  b y  o l d e r  p e r s o n s ,  m e t  w i t h  t h e  o l d e r  w o r k f o r c e  o f  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g
s e c t o r  i n  C h a t t o g r a m .  S h e  e x p r e s s e d  h e r  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e i r  w o r k i n g
c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  s t a t e  o f  h e a l t h  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’ s
l a c k  o f  s u p p o r t .

We spoke with older people who work in the industry, and they told us, in
difficult to be honest, heartbreaking circumstances, that they are facing the
work without any protection.

Claudia Mahler
UN Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons

https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/national/un-expert-express-concern-over-rights-of-bangladeshi-ship-breaking-workers-1668689436
https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/national/un-expert-express-concern-over-rights-of-bangladeshi-ship-breaking-workers-1668689436
https://rai.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1467-8322.12617


N A T I O N A L  I N S T I T U T E  O F  M A R I T I M E  A F F A I R S  W E B I N A R  
O n  O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  M a r i t i m e  A f f a i r s  ( N I M A )  o r g a n i s e d
a  w e b i n a r  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  i n  P a k i s t a n  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  2 0 3 0  a g e n d a  f o r  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  e n t i t l e d
“ I m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  I M O  C o n v e n t i o n s  i n  N a t i o n a l  a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n t e x t  a n d
t h e  W a y  F o r w a r d ” .  T h e  s p e a k e r s  a t  t h e  e v e n t  w e r e  P r o f .  R a p h a e l  B a u m l e r ,
w h o  p r e s e n t e d  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  d i r e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  G a d a n i ,  t h e  D e p u t y
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  ( M o C C ) ,  a n d  I n g v i l d  J e n s s e n ,
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m .  I n g v i l d  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  t o p i c  o f
t h e  b l u e  a n d  c i r c u l a r  e c o n o m y .  A s i d e  f r o m  e n c o u r a g i n g  P a k i s t a n  t o  i n c r e a s e
i n v e s t m e n t s  i n  i n n o v a t i o n  a n d  c a p a c i t y  b u i l d i n g  f o r  s u s t a i n a b l e  s h i p
r e c y c l i n g ,  I n g v i l d  s t r e s s e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  g o i n g  b e y o n d  t h e  H o n g  K o n g
C o n v e n t i o n  a n d  o f  e m b r a c i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  l a b o u r  r i g h t s  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p r o t e c t i o n .
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D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  P A K I S T A N

https://pakobserver.net/govt-to-promote-ship-recycling-industry-mathar/
https://pakobserver.net/govt-to-promote-ship-recycling-industry-mathar/


C R I M I N A L  L I A B I L I T Y  I N  T H E  S H I P B R E A K I N G
I N D U S T R Y  I N  S O U T H  A S I A  
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I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s e v e r a l  c r i m i n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o
t h e  i l l e g a l  e x p o r t  o f  s h i p s  f r o m  O E C D  c o u n t r i e s  t o  n o n - O E C D  c o u n t r i e s .  I n
2 0 1 8 ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  a  E u r o p e a n  s h i p p i n g  c o m p a n y  w a s  h e l d  a c c o u n t a b l e
f o r  s e l l i n g  s h i p s  f o r  s c r a p p i n g  t o  s u b s t a n d a r d  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  i n  S o u t h
A s i a .  B r e a c h i n g  e x i s t i n g  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c r i m e
b e c a u s e  i t  i n v o l v e s  a c t i o n s  t h a t  " v i o l a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  c a u s e
s i g n i f i c a n t  h a r m  o r  r i s k  t o  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  h u m a n  h e a l t h " .  T h e
I n t e l l i g e n c e  P r o j e c t  o n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C r i m e  s t a t e s ,  " E n v i r o n m e n t a l  c r i m e  i s  a
b r o a d  a r e a  o f  c r i m i n a l i t y ,  p r i m a r i l y  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  g a i n  ( i l l i c i t )  p r o f i t s ,  w h i c h
d a m a g e s  o r  p u t s  a t  r i s k  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  i n  e x t e n s i o n , h u m a n  h e a l t h . "  O n e
o f  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  m e t h o d s  u s e d  b y  s h i p o w n e r s  t o  t r y  t o  a v o i d  c r i m i n a l
l i a b i l i t y  i s  t o  s e l l  t h e i r  o b s o l e t e  a s s e t s  t o  t h i r d  p a r t i e s ,  k n o w n  a s  c a s h
b u y e r s ,  w h o  i n  t u r n  s e n d  t h e  v e s s e l s  t o  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  f o r  d i s m a n t l i n g .
S h i p o w n e r s  a l s o  e v a d e  t h e i r  c o r p o r a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  s u c h  a s  c o m p l y i n g
w i t h  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g ,  b y  c r e a t i n g  p a r e n t -
s u b s i d i a r y  c o m p a n i e s  t h a t  a l l o w  t h e m  t o  s p l i t  t h e i r  a s s e t s  a n d  d i s t a n c e
t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  t h e  f a t e  o f  t h e i r  e n d - o f - l i f e  f l e e t .  O n  a  p o s i t i v e  n o t e ,  t h e
2 0 1 8  r u l i n g  s e n d s  a  c l e a r  m e s s a g e  t h a t  d i r t y  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  s c r a p p i n g  w i l l
n o  l o n g e r  b e  t o l e r a t e d ,  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  m a n y  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n
t h e  s a l e  p r o c e s s e s .  S h i p p i n g  c o m p a n i e s  s h o u l d  b e  h e l d  a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r  t h e i r
d e c i s i o n s  t o  m a n a g e  e n d - o f - l i f e  s h i p s  a n d  f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
c o s t s  o f  s c r a p p i n g  o n  t h e  b e a c h e s  o f  S o u t h  A s i a .  T h e  p o l l u t e r  p a y s  p r i n c i p l e
s h o u l d  b e  o b s e r v e d .  T h i s  p r i n c i p l e  w a s  f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  O E C D  i n
1 9 7 2  a n d  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  2 7  g u i d i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  f u t u r e  s u s t a i n a b l e
d e v e l o p m e n t .  I t  s t a t e s  t h a t  " t h e  p o l l u t e r  s h o u l d  b e a r  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  c a r r y i n g
o u t  t h e  p o l l u t i o n  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  m e a s u r e s  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  p u b l i c
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  i s  i n  a n  a c c e p t a b l e  s t a t e " .  B y
a p p l y i n g  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e ,  p o l l u t e r s  a r e  m a d e  t o  p r e v e n t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d a m a g e
a n d  t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  p o l l u t i o n  t h e y  c a u s e .  T h i s  p r i n c i p l e  w a s
d e v e l o p e d  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  e c o n o m i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  r e m e d y i n g
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d a m a g e ,  w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  b o r n e  b y  t h e  p o l l u t e r  a n d  n o t  b y
t h e  t a x p a y e r .  
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https://www.europol.europa.eu/cms/sites/default/files/documents/ipec_report_on_environmental_crime_in_europe_0.pdf
https://www.europol.europa.eu/cms/sites/default/files/documents/ipec_report_on_environmental_crime_in_europe_0.pdf
https://www.europol.europa.eu/cms/sites/default/files/documents/ipec_report_on_environmental_crime_in_europe_0.pdf
https://www.europol.europa.eu/cms/sites/default/files/documents/ipec_report_on_environmental_crime_in_europe_0.pdf
https://www.europol.europa.eu/cms/sites/default/files/documents/ipec_report_on_environmental_crime_in_europe_0.pdf
https://www.europol.europa.eu/cms/sites/default/files/documents/ipec_report_on_environmental_crime_in_europe_0.pdf
https://www.eca.europa.eu/Lists/ECADocuments/SR21_12/SR_polluter_pays_principle_EN.pdf


E s s e n t i a l l y ,  i t  i s  a b o u t  i n t e r n a l i s i n g  n e g a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e x t e r n a l i t i e s .
H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  t h e  s h i p p i n g  c o m p a n y
m u s t  b e  h e l d  a c c o u n t a b l e ,  b u t  a l s o  s h i p y a r d s ,  b r o k e r s ,  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s ,
b a n k s  a n d  o t h e r  e n t i t i e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n  c h a i n .  T h e s e  a c t o r s
b e a r  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  a w a r e  t h a t  n o n - c o m p l i a n c e  c a n  l e a d  t o
s e r i o u s  c r i m i n a l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d  r e p u t a t i o n a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s .

2 0 1 8  –  S E A T R A D E  C O N V I C T E D  F O R  T R A F F I C K I N G  T O X I C  S H I P S :  F I R S T
C A S E  O F  C R I M I N A L  L I A B I L I T Y  
I n  M a r c h  2 0 1 8 ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  a  E u r o p e a n  s h i p p i n g  c o m p a n y  w a s  h e l d
c r i m i n a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s e l l i n g  s h i p s  f o r  s c r a p p i n g  t o  s u b - s t a n d a r d
s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  i n  I n d i a  a n d  B a n g l a d e s h ,  w h e r e ,  a s  i s  w i d e l y
a c k n o w l e d g e d  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p r o s e c u t o r s ,  " c u r r e n t  s h i p  d i s m a n t l i n g
m e t h o d s  e n d a n g e r  t h e  l i v e s  a n d  h e a l t h  o f  w o r k e r s  a n d  p o l l u t e  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t " .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  R o t t e r d a m  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  f o u n d  t h e  D u t c h
c o m p a n y  S e a t r a d e  l i a b l e  u n d e r  D u t c h  c r i m i n a l  l a w  f o r  a  b r e a c h  o f  t h e
E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  W a s t e  S h i p m e n t  R e g u l a t i o n  ( E U  W S R ) ,  f i n e d  i t  E U R  7 5 0 , 0 0 0
a n d  b a n n e d  t w o  o f  i t s  e x e c u t i v e s  f r o m  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  c o m p a n y  f o r  o n e
y e a r .  I n  2 0 1 3 ,  t h e  N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m  u n c o v e r e d  S e a t r a d e ' s  s a l e  o f
t h e  s h i p s  S P R I N G  B E A R  a n d  S P R I N G  B O B  t o  I n d i a n  a n d  B a n g l a d e s h i
d i s m a n t l e r s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h e  R e g u l a t i o n  p r o h i b i t s  E U  m e m b e r  s t a t e s  f r o m
e x p o r t i n g  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  t o  c o u n t r i e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  O E C D .  T h e  D u t c h
p r o s e c u t i o n  a l s o  f o c u s s e d  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  o n  t h e  d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  t h e  S P R I N G
P A N D A  a n d  S P R I N G  D E L I  i n  T u r k e y ,  a n  e x p o r t  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  c e r t a i n
d o c u m e n t a t i o n  t o  b e  i n  p l a c e .  A l l  f o u r  s h i p s  h a d  m a d e  t h e i r  f i n a l  v o y a g e  t o
t h e  s c r a p p i n g  y a r d s  i n  s p r i n g  2 0 1 2  f r o m  t h e  p o r t s  i n  R o t t e r d a m  a n d
H a m b u r g .  D e s p i t e  t h e  r u l i n g ,  S e a t r a d e  l a t e r  s o l d  t w o  m o r e  s h i p s  i n  2 0 1 7  -
t h e  S I N A  a n d  E L L A N  -  f o r  d i r t y  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  d i s m a n t l i n g  o n  t h e  b e a c h  a t
A l a n g ,  I n d i a .
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2 0 1 9  -  H O L L A N D  M A A S  
I n  2 0 1 3 ,  t h e  D u t c h  c o m p a n y  H o l l a n d  M a a s  S c h e e p v a a r t  B e h e e r  I I  B V ,  a
s u b s i d i a r y  o f  W E C  L i n e s  B V ,  s o l d  t h e  H M S  L a u r e n c e  t o  a  c a s h  b u y e r .  T h e
s h i p  e n d e d  u p  i n  A l a n g ,  I n d i a ,  w h e r e  i t  w a s  d i s m a n t l e d  i n  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t ,
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  D u t c h  P u b l i c  P r o s e c u t o r ' s  O f f i c e ,  " c a u s e  s e r i o u s  d a m a g e  t o
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  e x p o s e  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n  t o
g r a v e  d a n g e r " .  H o l l a n d  M a a s  w a s  f i n e d  E U R  7 8 0 , 0 0 0  i n  2 0 1 9  a n d  h a d  t o  p a y
E U R  2 . 2  m i l l i o n  t o  s e t t l e  t h e  c a s e ,  t h e  a m o u n t  t h e  s h i p p i n g  c o m p a n y  e a r n e d
f r o m  s e l l i n g  t h e  s h i p  t o  t h e  A l a n g  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d .  T h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  w a s
w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  i f  t h e  c o m p a n y  u n d e r t o o k  t o  t a k e
a p p r o p r i a t e  m e a s u r e s  t o  a v o i d  s c r a p p i n g  s h i p s  o n  b e a c h e s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .
B a c k  i n  2 0 1 5 ,  t h e  c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  H M S  L a u r e n c e  w a s  s e n t e n c e d  t o  a  s i x -
m o n t h  c o n d i t i o n a l  r e v o c a t i o n  o f  h i s  s h i p m a s t e r ' s  l i c e n c e  b y  t h e  D u t c h
M a r i t i m e  D i s c i p l i n a r y  T r i b u n a l .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  c o u r t ,  t h e
c a p t a i n  b r e a c h e d  h i s  d u t y  o f  c a r e  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  b y  s t r a n d i n g  t h e
s h i p .  T h i s  f i r s t  c a s e  o f  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  a  E u r o p e a n  s h i p  c a p t a i n  h a s  s h o w n
t h a t  c r e w  m e m b e r s  c a n  a l s o  b e  h e l d  l i a b l e  f o r  d i r t y  a n d  d a n g e r o u s
s h i p b r e a k i n g .

It is very encouraging to see that ship owners are being held accountable for the
trafficking of toxic ships – it is also encouraging to see that WEC Lines BV is now
committed to the safe and clean recycling of its fleet off the beach. With that they
join other responsible ship owners, such as Dutch Boskalis, German Hapag Lloyd,
and Scandinavian companies Wallenius-Wilhelmsen and Grieg, that already have
sustainable recycling policies in place that clearly rule out beaching.
Ingvild Jenssen
Executive Director NGO Shipbreaking Platform



2 0 1 9  -  N O R T H  S E A  P R O D U C E R  C A S E
I n  A u g u s t  2 0 1 6 ,  t h e  F P S O  N O R T H  S E A  P R O D U C E R ,  o w n e d  b y  D a n i s h  A . P .
M o e l l e r  M a e r s k  a n d  B r a z i l i a n  O d e b r e c h t ,  w a s  b e a c h e d  i n  C h i t t a g o n g ,
B a n g l a d e s h .  U n d e r  t h e  c u r r e n t  l a w ,  e x p o r t i n g  s h i p s  c o n t a i n i n g  h a z a r d o u s
m a t e r i a l s  f o r  d i s m a n t l i n g  f r o m  t h e  O E C D  t o  n o n - O E C D  d e s t i n a t i o n s  i s  a
v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  E U  W a s t e  S h i p m e n t  R e g u l a t i o n .  M a e r s k  a n d  O d e b r e c h t
c h o s e  t o  s e l l  t h e  s h i p  t o  t h e  l a r g e s t  s c r a p  d e a l e r  f o r  s h i p s ,  t h e  c a s h  b u y e r
G M S ,  t h r o u g h  a  s h e l l  c o m p a n y  c a l l e d  C o n q u i s t a d o r  S h i p p i n g  C o r p o r a t i o n
f r o m  S t  K i t t s  a n d  N e v i s ,  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e  s h i p  w a s  r e g i s t e r e d .  T h e  s h i p  w a s
a l l o w e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  U K  u n d e r  t h e  f a l s e  c l a i m  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  r e u s e d  i n
N i g e r i a .  T h e  U K  a u t h o r i t i e s  r e l i e d  o n  t h e  f a l s e  c o n t r a c t  a n d  a l l o w e d  t h e
F P S O  t o  l e a v e .  B u t  t h e  N O R T H  S E A  P R O D U C E R  n e v e r  a r r i v e d  i n  N i g e r i a .
I n s t e a d ,  i t  w a s  t o w e d  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e  U K  a c r o s s  t h e  A f r i c a n  c o n t i n e n t  t o
B a n g l a d e s h .  T h e  P l a t f o r m  i m m e d i a t e l y  a l e r t e d  b o t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d
B a n g l a d e s h i  g o v e r n m e n t s  a b o u t  t h e  i l l e g a l  e x p o r t .  O n l y  a f t e r  t h e  F P S O  h a d
l e f t  t h e  U K  -  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  c a s e  h a d  b e e n  h e a v i l y  c r i t i c i s e d  i n  t h e  D a n i s h
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r e s s  -  d i d  M a e r s k  s a y  i t  w a s  " v e r y ,  v e r y  s o r r y "  t h a t  t h e
C o n q u i s t a d o r  S h i p p i n g  C o r p o r a t i o n  h a d  s e n t  t h e  N O R T H  S E A  P R O D U C E R  t o
C h i t t a g o n g .

I n  t h e  U K  a n d  B a n g l a d e s h ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  i s  f i g h t i n g  o n  t h e  f r o n t l i n e  t o  h o l d
t h e  o w n e r s  a n d  c a s h  b u y e r  G M S  a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r  t h e  i l l e g a l  e x p o r t  o f  t h e
F P S O .  O n  1 4  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  H i g h  C o u r t  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  B a n g l a d e s h
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  d e c l a r e d  t h e  i m p o r t ,  l a n d i n g  a n d  s c r a p p i n g  o f  t h e  n o t o r i o u s
F P S O  i l l e g a l .  T h e  v e r d i c t  c a m e  i n  a  P u b l i c  I n t e r e s t  L i t i g a t i o n  ( P I L )  f i l e d  b y
t h e  B a n g l a d e s h  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  L a w y e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( B E L A ) ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e
P l a t f o r m .  T h e  c o u r t  n o t e d  w i t h  d i s m a y  t h a t  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y
c o n s i s t e n t l y  v i o l a t e s  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d  i s s u e d  s e v e r a l
d i r e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e  s e c t o r  i n  l i n e  w i t h  p r e v i o u s
r u l i n g s .
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The judgement is important in that it has expressly called the import, beaching and
breaking permits illegal, and for the first time a breaker has been put off the
breaking operation and the government has been given the steering. It is even
more important because it has required the government to regulate the dubious
roles of the cash-buyers and restrict import from grey- and black-listed flag
registries. This will surely make it difficult for the unscrupulous players to treat
Bangladesh as a dumping ground.
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Syeda Rizwana Hasan 
Supreme Court lawyer and Director of Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association
 

2 0 2 0  -  H A R R I E R  C A S E
I n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 0 ,  a  c a s e  a b o u t  t h e  e x p o r t  o f  t h e  e n d - o f - l i f e  s h i p  H A R R I E R
w a s  h e a r d  i n  N o r w a y .  T h e  N o r w e g i a n  o w n e r  o f  t h e  H A R R I E R  ( e x -  T I D E
C A R R I E R )  h a d  a t t e m p t e d  t o  s e l l  t h e  v e s s e l  t o  a  c a s h  b u y e r  f o r  b r e a k i n g .
H o u r s  a f t e r  t h e  s h i p  a t t e m p t e d  t o  l e a v e  N o r w e g i a n  w a t e r s ,  u n d e r  t h e  f a l s e
p r e t e n c e  o f  h e a d i n g  t o w a r d s  a  r e p a i r  y a r d ,  s a l v a g e  o p e r a t i o n s  h a d  t o  b e
l a u n c h e d  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  s t r i c k e n  v e s s e l  f r o m  s i n k i n g  a f t e r  e n g i n e  f a i l u r e .  A
s e a r c h  o n  b o a r d  b y  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  H A R R I E R  w a s
d e s t i n e d  t o  b e  b r o k e n  u p  o n  a  S o u t h  A s i a n  b e a c h .  W h e n  t h e  N o r w e g i a n
E n v i r o n m e n t  A g e n c y  b o a r d e d  t h e  s t r a n d e d  v e s s e l ,  t h e y  f o u n d  e v i d e n c e  t h a t
i t  d i d  i n d e e d  h a v e  a  " b r e a k  u p  v o y a g e "  i n s u r a n c e  f r o m  N o r w a y  t o  G a d a n i ,
P a k i s t a n .  T h e y  a l s o  f o u n d  u n i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  e x c e s s i v e  a m o u n t s  o f  s l u d g e  a n d
f u e l  o i l .  T h e  p u r c h a s e  a g r e e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  2 0 1 5  -  w h e n  t h e
P l a t f o r m  h a d  f i r s t  r e c e i v e d  a n  a n o n y m o u s  w a r n i n g  -  s h o w e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n t a c t
p e r s o n  f o r  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  o w n e r ,  J u l i a  S h i p p i n g  I n c ,  w a s  K e y u r  D a v e ,  t h e
c h i e f  f i n a n c i a l  o f f i c e r  o f  c a s h  b u y e r  W i r a n a .

T h i s  j u d g e m e n t  u n d e r l i n e s ,  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  t h e  s y s t e m i c  i l l e g a l i t y  o f  t h e
e n t i r e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  s e c t o r  a n d ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  s h o r t c o m i n g s  o f  t h e
l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  e n f o r c i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  l a b o u r  l a w s .
H a v i n g  w o n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  i l l e g a l  i m p o r t  a n d  s t r a n d i n g  o f  t h e  N o r t h  S e a
p r o d u c e r ,  N G O s  a r e  n o w  c a l l i n g  o n  t h e  U K  t o  h o l d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r t i e s
a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r  t h e  i l l e g a l  e x p o r t  o f  t h e  t o x i c  u n i t .  A l t h o u g h  s i x  y e a r s  h a v e
p a s s e d ,  t h e  U K  E n v i r o n m e n t  A g e n c y  ( D E F R A )  i s  s t i l l  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  c a s e .
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C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i n  2 0 2 0 ,  t h e  s h i p  o w n e r ,  G e o r g e  E i d e ,  w a s  c o n v i c t e d  i n  t h e
D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  f o r  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  N o r w e g i a n  P o l l u t i o n  A c t  o n
t h e  e x p o r t  o f  w a s t e .  U n d e r  t h e  P o l l u t i o n  A c t ,  a n y  e x p o r t  o f  w a s t e  t o  n o n - E U
o r  n o n - O E C D  c o u n t r i e s  i s  p r o h i b i t e d .  T h e  j u d g e m e n t  c l a r i f i e s  t h a t  i t  i s
i r r e l e v a n t  f o r  t h e  p e n a l t y  w h e t h e r  a  s h i p o w n e r  s e l l s  a  s h i p  d i r e c t l y  t o  a
s c r a p  y a r d  o n  t h e  b e a c h  i n  S o u t h  A s i a  o r  e n g a g e s  w i t h  a n  i n t e r m e d i a r y  s c r a p
d e a l e r  ( a l s o  k n o w n  a s  a  c a s h  b u y e r )  t o  m a k e  t h e  s a l e .  I n  e a r l y  2 0 2 2 ,
f o l l o w i n g  E i d e ' s  a p p e a l ,  t h e  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l  u p h e l d  t h e  s i x - m o n t h  p r i s o n
s e n t e n c e  i m p o s e d  o n  t h e  N o r w e g i a n  s h i p o w n e r  f o r  t h e  a t t e m p t e d  i l l e g a l
e x p o r t  o f  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  f r o m  N o r w a y .  T h e  c a s h  b u y e r ,  W i r a n a ,  w a s  f i n e d
N O K  7  m i l l i o n  f o r  f a l s i f y i n g  p a p e r s  t o  d e c e i v e  t h e  N o r w e g i a n  a u t h o r i t i e s
a b o u t  t h e  t r u e  d e s t i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  b a r g e  a n d  i t s  s e a w o r t h i n e s s  s o  t h a t  t h e
s h i p  c o u l d  l e a v e  N o r w a y .  T h e  c a s h  b u y e r  a g r e e d  t o  p a y  t h e  f i n e ,  b u t  w i t h o u t
a d m i t t i n g  a n y  w r o n g d o i n g .  T h e  s h i p  s u r v e y o r  A q u a l i s  O f f s h o r e  a n d  t h e
i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n y  S k u l d  M a r i t i m e  A g e n c y  w e r e  a l s o  i n v e s t i g a t e d  f o r  t h e i r
i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  a t t e m p t e d  i l l e g a l  e x p o r t  o f  t h e  H A R R I E R  t o  P a k i s t a n .  

T h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  H A R R I E R  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  m a n y  r i s k s  o f  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  w i t h
u n r e l i a b l e  c o m p a n i e s  t h a t  h a v e  a  h i s t o r y  o f  p u t t i n g  p r o f i t  b e f o r e  p e o p l e  a n d
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  I t  s e r v e s  a s  a  w i s e  r e m i n d e r  t h a t  s h i p o w n e r s ,  t h e i r  m a r i n e
i n s u r e r s ,  f i n a n c e r s  a n d  b r o k e r s  s h o u l d  a l w a y s  s e e k  l e g a l  a d v i c e  a s  e a r l y  a s
p o s s i b l e  t o  e n s u r e  c o m p l i a n c e  w h e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  s c r a p p i n g  t h e i r  e n d - o f - l i f e
v e s s e l s .
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A n u p a m  D e y ,  O b u k s  A .  E j o h w o m u ,  P a u l  W .  C h a n

A  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e v i e w  o f  2 8 6  j o u r n a l  a r t i c l e s  e x a m i n e s  t h e  s h i p -
r e c y c l i n g  i n d u s t r y  a s  a  f o c a l  r e s o u r c e  r e c o v e r y  i n d u s t r y ,  c o n s i d e r i n g
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  d i m e n s i o n s  b a s e d  o n  t h r e e  k e y  c h a l l e n g e s  ( e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,
s o c i a l ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c )  a n d  t h r e e  e n a b l e r s  ( l a w  a n d  p o l i c y ,  t e c h n o l o g y ,  a n d
m a n a g e m e n t )  a c r o s s  t h r e e  l e v e l s  o f  a n a l y s i s .  T h e s e  l e v e l s  r e f l e c t  t h e  m a c r o
( n a t i o n a l / r e g i o n a l ) ,  m e s o  ( i n d u s t r y )  a n d  m i c r o  ( f i r m s / o p e r a t i o n s )  l e v e l s  o f
a n a l y s i s .  A s  a  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h e  a r t i c l e  p r e s e n t s  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  f u t u r e
r e s e a r c h  f r o m  a  s y s t e m s  p e r s p e c t i v e  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d n e s s
o f  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  e n a b l e r s  i n  s h i p - r e c y c l i n g .

S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  e n a b l e r s  i n  r e s o u r c e  r e c o v e r y  i n d u s t r i e s :  A
s y s t e m a t i c  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  s h i p - r e c y c l i n g  s t u d i e s  a n d  f u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n s

R E S E A R C H  &  R E A D I N G S
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N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m

B r e a k i n g  O u t :  A n c h o r i n g  C i r c u l a r  I n n o v a t i o n  f o r  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  ( 2 0 2 2 )

T h e  T o x i c  T i d e  -  D a t a  a n d  f i g u r e s  ( 2 0 2 1 )

C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s :  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  m u s t  a l i g n  i t s  w a s t e  s h i p  e x p o r t s
w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d  g r e e n  d e a l  ( 2 0 2 0 )

S t u d y  R e p o r t  o n  C h i l d  L a b o u r  i n  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  S e c t o r  i n  B a n g l a d e s h
( 2 0 1 9 )

B e h i n d  t h e  H y p o c r i s y  o f  B e t t e r  B e a c h e s  ( 2 0 1 9 )

R e c y c l i n g  O u t l o o k .  D e c o m m i s s i o n i n g  o f  N o r t h  S e a  F l o a t i n g  O i l  &  G a s  U n i t s .
( 2 0 1 9 )
 

O U R  R E P O R T S

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Breaking-Out-Magazine.pdf
https://www.offthebeach.org/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Final-Report-PE_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Shipbreaking-OG-Report_compressed-compressed.pdf


SUPPORT 
OUR WORK

T o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s a f e  a n d  c l e a n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  b e c o m e s  t h e  n o r m ,  a n d  n o t  t h e
e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n f o r m  p o l i c y  m a k e r s ,  f i n a n c i a l  a n d
c o r p o r a t e  l e a d e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s .  W i t h  a  b r o a d  b a s e
o f  s u p p o r t  b o t h  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  i n
s h i p  o w n i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  p l a y s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  h u m a n
r i g h t s ,  c o r p o r a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  j u s t i c e .  

W i l l  y o u  j o i n  u s ?  

I f  y o u  s h a r e  o u r  v i s i o n  p l e a s e  m a k e  a  d o n a t i o n
t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  w o r k  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  t o  f i n d  o u t
h o w  w e  c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r !



S i n c e  2 0 0 9 ,  a r o u n d  7 0 7 3  s h i p s  w e r e  s c r a p p e d  i n  S o u t h  A s i a ,  c a u s i n g  4 4 1
d e a t h s  a n d  3 8 4  i n j u r i e s .  T h e  f i g u r e s  o n  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  m u c h
h i g h e r .  O c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s  a r e  n o t  e v e n  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d
a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  m o n i t o r .

WE ARE NOW CALLING FOR YOUR SUPPORT TO HELP INJURED

WORKERS AND ASBESTOS VICTIMS IN BANGLADESH. CHECK OUT

OUR FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN FOR MORE INFORMATION BY

CLICKING HERE OR ON THE IMAGE BELOW.

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign-2021/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign-2021/
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A B O U T  T H I S  R E P O R T

F I N D  U S  O N L I N E

WE THANK THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND THE LIFE PROGRAMME FOR THEIR SUPPORT.

WE THANK THE ROYAL ACADEMY OF ENGINEERING AND THE LLOYD'S REGISTER FOUNDATION
FOR THEIR SUPPORT UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION 'ENGINEERING X'. 


