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Vessels are recycled in facilities that ensure
clean, safe, and just practices that provide
workers with decent jobs. Vessels will be
toxic-free and no longer cause harm to
workers, local communities, or the
environment at end-of-life.

To act as a catalyst for change by
effectively advocating for clean, safe, and
just ship recycling globally. This
necessitates denouncing dirty and
dangerous practices, such as the dumping
of end-of-life vessels on the beaches of
developing countries. Our commitment to
finding sustainable global solutions is based
on the respect of human and workers’
rights and the principles of environmental
justice, producer responsibility, ‘polluter
pays’, and clean production.

V I S I O N  &
M I S S I O N

In this quarterly publication, we inform
about the shipbreaking practices in South
Asia, providing an overview of accidents
that took place on the beaches of
Bangladesh, India and Pakistan, relevant
press media as well as research. We aim to
raise public awareness about the many
negative impacts of shipbreaking in South
Asia as well as developments aimed at the
protection of workers’ rights and the
environment.
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BANGLADESH

O n  1  A p r i l ,  B a b u l  ( 4 5 )  g o t  i n j u r e d  w h e n  u s i n g  a n  e l e c t r i c  c u t t i n g  m a c h i n e
w h i l e  d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e  v e s s e l  C A R I B B E A N  E N E R G Y  ( I M O  7 6 1 9 5 7 5 ) ,  o w n e d  b y
S o u t h  K o r e a n  S i n o k o r .  T h e  a c c i d e n t  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  K a b i r  s h i p  y a r d  -  B a r a u l i a
U n i t .  B a b u l  r e c e i v e d  t r e a t m e n t  f r o m  t h e  y a r d  d o c t o r .  

O n  2 9  M a y ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  r e p o r t e d  a c c i d e n t  o n b o a r d  a n  u n i d e n t i f i e d  s h i p  a t
F o u r  S t a r  S h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d .  S h a h a b  U d d i n  ( 3 5 )  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  a n d  M d
M o s h a r o f  H o s s a i n  ( 3 9 )  g o t  i n j u r e d .  B o t h  w e r e  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  c u t t i n g  g r o u p
i n s i d e  t h e  s h i p  w h e n  t h e y  f e l l .  T h e  y a r d  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  p r o v i d e
f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d  w o r k e r  a n d  t o  t h e  i n j u r e d
w o r k e r  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  L a b o u r  A c t .

O n  1 0  J u n e ,  M d  A z a m  ( 3 5 )  w a s  i n j u r e d  b y  a n  i r o n  p l a t e  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  a s  a
c u t t e r  m a n  o n  b o a r d  a n  u n k n o w n  s h i p  a t  H . M .  S h i p p i n g  L i n e s  y a r d .  T h e
w o r k e r  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  C h a t t o g r a m  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  H o s p i t a l .

CARIBBEAN ENERGY
IMO 7619575

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/accidents-fires/news/5-more-lives-lost-roads-3344641
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O n  1 5  J u n e ,  t w o  w o r k e r s  g o t  i n j u r e d .  M a l i k  ( 3 4 )  f e l l  o n  i r o n  p l a t e s  a n d
i n j u r e d  h i s  l e g  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  a t  Z r e e  S u b a t h e r  y a r d  o n  b o a r d  t h e  v e s s e l  V I R
( I M O  9 2 0 9 4 9 1 ) ,  o w n e d  b y  G S P L  D M C C  f r o m  t h e  U A E .  T h e  w o r k e r  r e c e i v e d
t r e a t m e n t  a n d  m e d i c i n e s  f r o m  t h e  y a r d  b u t  n o  s a l a r y  w a s  p a i d .  H e  c l a i m s
t h a t  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  w a s  n o t  a d e q u a t e .  O n  t h e  s a m e  d a y ,  B i d d u t  ( 4 3 )  f e l l  f r o m
a r o u n d  1 0  f e e t  h e i g h t  a n d  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a  m e d i c a l  c e n t e r  i n
C h a t t o g r a m .  T h e  v e s s e l  h e  w a s  w o r k i n g  o n  w a s  t h e  S A L A M I S ,  ( I M O
9 1 6 5 2 8 1 )  o w n e d  b y  G r e e k  c o m p a n y  P o l y s  H a j i - I o a n n o u  G r o u p .  

O n  1 9  J u n e ,  J a m a l  ( 3 5 ) ,  a  c u t t e r  m a n ,  h a d  h i s  h a n d  f r a c t u r e d  w h i l e  c u t t i n g
a n  i r o n  p l a t e  o n  b o a r d  a  s h i p  a t  K . R .  S t e e l  –  F o z d e r h a t .  T h e  w o r k e r  w a s
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  C h a t t o g r a m  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  H o s p i t a l  a n d  t h e  y a r d  p a i d  f o r
h i s  t r e a t m e n t .  
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D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  B A N G L A D E S H

S H I P B R E A K I N G  Y A R D  O W N E R S  F L E E  T H E  C O U N T R Y  D U E  T O  U N P A I D
L O A N S
T h e  o w n e r  o f  A R L  S h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d ,  M r .  M a h e e n ,  h a s  l e f t  B a n g l a d e s h
d e s p i t e  o f  a  t r a v e l  b a n  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  C h a t t o g r a m  M o n e y  L o a n  C o u r t .
M a h e e n  h a s  o b t a i n e d  s e v e r a l  l o a n s  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  b a n k s  a n d  l e f t  t h e
c o u n t r y  w i t h o u t  p a y i n g  b a c k  a  m a s s i v e  T k 2 0 0 0  c r o r e  ( a r o u n d  1 6 4  m i l l i o n
E U R )  h e  h a d  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  1 0  b a n k s  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o
a  f o r m e r  b a n k ’ s  m a n a g e r  " M a h e e n  w a s  a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  t h i s  l o a n  b y  u s i n g  h i s
c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e r - u p s  a n d  w i t h o u t  a d h e r i n g  t o  a n y  l e g a l  p r o c e d u r e s ” .
T h e  l o a n s  w e r e  t a k e n  i n  t h e  n a m e s  o f  M a h e e n  E n t e r p r i s e s ,  G r a n d  T r a d i n g
E n t e r p r i s e s ,  A R L  S h i p b r e a k i n g ,  a n d  A R L  G a r m e n t s .  I n  2 0 1 8 ,  M a h e e n  w a s
a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  a  T k 1 7 5  c r o r e  ( a r o u n d  1 4  m i l l i o n  E U R )  b a n k  l o a n  f o r  h i s
s h i p b r e a k i n g  b u s i n e s s  –  G r a n d  T r a d i n g  E n t e r p r i s e .  I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  l o a n  w a s
r e p a i d ,  b u t  l a t e r  h e  f a i l e d  t o  r e p a y  t h e  p r i c e  o f  s e v e r a l  s h i p s  w o r t h  T k 1 8 5
c r o r e  ( a r o u n d  1 5  m i l l i o n  E U R ) .  I n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e ,  a r o u n d  3 3  b u s i n e s s  p e o p l e
i n  C h a t t o g r a m  l e f t  B a n g l a d e s h  w i t h  m i l l i o n s  o f  e u r o s  i n  b a n k  d e b t s .

I N D U S T R Y ’ S  P R E S S U R E  T O  C L A S S I F Y  S H I P B R E A K I N G  A S  A  “ L E S S
H A Z A R D O U S ”  A C T I V I T Y
U n d e r  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t  P r o t e c t i o n  R u l e s  1 9 9 7 ,  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n
B a n g l a d e s h  w a s  f i r s t  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a  l e s s  h a z a r d o u s  i n d u s t r y  ( c a t e g o r y
O r a n g e - B ) .  L a t e r  i n  2 0 0 7 ,  a n  e x e c u t i v e  o r d e r  r e c l a s s i f i e d  t h e  i n d u s t r y  a s  a
h i g h l y  h a z a r d o u s  i n d u s t r y  ( c a t e g o r y  R e d )  a n d  s t r i c t e r  m e a s u r e s  w e r e
i n t r o d u c e d .  I n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 1 ,  f o l l o w i n g  s t r o n g  o p p o s i t i o n  f r o m  y a r d
o w n e r s  a n d  a  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  B o a r d  u n d e r  t h e
M i n i s t r y  o f  I n d u s t r i e s ,  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e s t  E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  C l i m a t e
C h a n g e  a g a i n  d o w n g r a d e d  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  f r o m  R e d  t o  O r a n g e - B
c a t e g o r y .  I n  e a r l y  M a r c h  2 0 2 3 ,  t h a n k s  t o  N G O s ’  p r e s s u r e ,  t h e  s e c t o r
r e g a i n e d  t h e  R e d  c a t e g o r y  i n  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t  P r o t e c t i o n  R u l e s  2 0 2 3 .  T h i s
m e a n s  t h a t  y a r d  o w n e r s  h a v e  t o  o b t a i n  s e p a r a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c l e a r a n c e
d o c u m e n t s  f o r  e a c h  v e s s e l  b e f o r e  d i s m a n t l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  s t a r t .
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t  s h o u l d  s c r u t i n i s e  a l l
a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  i n s p e c t  t h e  s h i p s  b e f o r e  g i v i n g  a n y  c l e a r a n c e .  P r e v i o u s l y ,
t h e  r e q u i r e d  c l e a r a n c e  c o u l d  b e  o b t a i n e d  i n  o n l y  4 8  h o u r s .  

https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/crime/ctg-shipbreaker-and-tk2000cr-unpaid-loan-619034
https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/trade/shipbreaking-yards-now-get-red-environmental-status
https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/trade/shipbreaking-yards-now-get-red-environmental-status


H O N G  K O N G  C O N V E N T I O N  E N T E R S  I N T O  F O R C E
O n  2 6  J u n e ,  B a n g l a d e s h  r a t i f i e d  t h e  H o n g  K o n g  C o n v e n t i o n  ( H K C )  f o r  t h e
S a f e  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  S o u n d  R e c y c l i n g  o f  S h i p s .  A s  t h e  s e c o n d - l a r g e s t
f l a g  S t a t e  i n  t e r m s  o f  t o n n a g e  a n d  c o m m o n l y  u s e d  a s  a  f l a g  o f  c o n v e n i e n c e ,
L i b e r i a  h a s  a l s o  r a t i f i e d  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n .  W i t h  t h e  r a t i f i c a t i o n s  o f
B a n g l a d e s h  a n d  L i b e r i a ,  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ’ s  r a t i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  m e t
a n d  t h e  H K C  w i l l  o f f i c i a l l y  e n t e r  i n t o  f o r c e  o n  2 6  J u n e  2 0 2 5 .  

W h i l s t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n  t h e  i n t e r t i d a l  z o n e  a r e  i g n o r e d  b y
t h e  H K C ,  s e v e r a l  y a r d s  i n  S o u t h  A s i a  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  s o - c a l l e d
“ S t a t e m e n t s  o f  C o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  H K C ”  ( S o C )  w i t h o u t  i m p e r m e a b l e
f l o o r i n g  a l s o  i n  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  c u t t i n g  z o n e ,  w h e r e  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a r e
s i m p l y  l e f t  t o  a c c u m u l a t e  i n  s m a l l  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s  o n s i t e .  I n  A l a n g ,  I n d i a ,
E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  a u d i t s  h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m s  a t  y a r d s  t h a t  h a v e
S o C ,  i n c l u d i n g  l a c k  o f  c a p a c i t y  t o  p r o p e r l y  m a n a g e  s e v e r a l  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e
s t r e a m s ,  a  l a c k  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  e m e r g e n c i e s  a n d
s y s t e m i c  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  l a b o u r  l a w s .  I t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  S o C s
w i t h  t h e  H K C ,  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  p r i v a t e  c o m p a n i e s ,  d o  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  t h e
r e c y c l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  a r e  c o n d u c t e d  s u s t a i n a b l y  a n d  i n  l i n e  w i t h  b o t h
n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  l a b o u r  r i g h t s ’  r e g u l a t i o n s .  I n
B a n g l a d e s h ,  s o  f a r  t h r e e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  ( P H P ,  K a b i r  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  -
S h i t a l p u r  a n d  S . N .  C o r p o r a t i o n  U n i t  2 )  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  S o C s  w i t h  t h e  H K C
d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n s  s t i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  o n  t i d a l  m u d f l a t s  a n d  t h e r e
i s  a  l a c k  o f  p r o p e r  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t o  c o n t a i n  p o l l u t a n t s  a n d  t o  m a n a g e
s e v e r a l  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  s t r e a m s .  T h e  a b s e n c e  o f  n e a r b y  h o s p i t a l s  t o  h a n d l e
e m e r g e n c i e s ,  p o o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  p r a c t i c e s ,  s y s t e m i c  l a b o u r
r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s ,  a n d  a  l a c k  o f  t r a n s p a r e n c y  f r o m  t h e  i n d u s t r y  f u r t h e r
c o m p o u n d  t h e  p r o b l e m s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n  S o u t h  A s i a .  T h e s e
a s p e c t s  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s t r i c t e r  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a s t e
a n d  l a b o u r  l a w s  a n d  i m p r o v e d  o v e r s i g h t  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y .
W h e r e a s  a l m o s t  a l l  y a r d s  i n  A l a n g ,  I n d i a ,  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  S o C s  w i t h  H K C ,  a s
m a n y  a s  1 0  m o r e  y a r d s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  i t  s h o r t l y .
N G O s  g l o b a l l y  h a v e  w a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  H K C  w i l l  f a i l  t o  e n s u r e  s u s t a i n a b l e
p r a c t i c e s .  E f f o r t s  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  o p e r a t i o n s
a d h e r e  t o  s t r i n g e n t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  l a b o u r  s t a n d a r d s ,  s a f e g u a r d i n g  t h e
w e l l - b e i n g  o f  w o r k e r s  a n d  m i n i m i z i n g  t h e  i m p a c t  o n  s u r r o u n d i n g
e c o s y s t e m s .  G o v e r n m e n t s ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  i n d u s t r y
s t a k e h o l d e r s  m u s t  c o l l a b o r a t e  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e s e  i s s u e s  a n d  p r o m o t e
s u s t a i n a b l e  p r a c t i c e s  i n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  t h a t  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  c o n t a i n e d  a n d
p r o p e r l y  e q u i p p e d  p l a t f o r m s .
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https://gcaptain.com/ship-recycling-bangladesh-liberia-trigger-hong-kong-conventions-entry-
https://www.tradewindsnews.com/insight/will-the-indian-subcontinent-s-ship-recyclers-meet-hong-kong-deadline-/2-1-1479025
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/hkc-fails-to-ensure-sustainable-ship-recycling/
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The entry-into-force of the flawed Hong Kong Convention is not a time for
celebration, but it will allow for the reopening of the text. We will be calling
for changes so that it meets expectations of environmental justice, labour
rights and circular economy objectives, and calling on the European Union
and responsible ship owners to ensure that the shipping sector does not get
away with green-washing the current deplorable practices that would never
be allowed in their home countries.

Rizwana Hasan 
Supreme Court lawyer and Director of Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers
Association (BELA) 

D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  P A K I S T A N
S i n c e  l a s t  y e a r ,  P a k i s t a n  h a s  b e e n  u n d e r  a  s e r i o u s  e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l
c r i s i s ,  o b l i g i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  s e e k  e m e r g e n c y  f u n d s  f r o m  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
M o n e t a r y  F u n d .  T h e  c u r r e n t  c r i s i s  h a s  l i m i t e d  t h e  i s s u e  o f  l e t t e r s  o f  c r e d i t
b y  t h e  b a n k s  f o r  i m p o r t  o f  e n d - o f - l i f e  v e s s e l s  b y  t h e  y a r d s  i n  G a d a n i .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  l o c a l  s o u r c e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  n o  s h i p s  b e a c h e d  a t  G a d a n i
s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  a n d  t h e  i n d u s t r y  h a s  b e e n  a l m o s t  i n e x i s t e n t  f o r  t h e  p a s t
1 2  m o n t h s .

https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/regulation/pakistan-ship-recycling-yards-upgrade-or-die
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T H E  S H I P B R E A K I N G  I N D U S T R Y  I N
B A N G L A D E S H

S h i p b r e a k i n g  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  h a s  e x p o n e n t i a l l y  g r o w n  o v e r  t h e  d e c a d e s  a l o n g
t h e  c o a s t a l  a r e a  o f  C h a t t o g r a m  i n  S i t a k u n d a .  M o r e  t h a n  5 0 %  o f  t h e  g r o s s
t o n n a g e  d i s m a n t l e d  g l o b a l l y  i s  h a n d l e d  o n  t h e  b e a c h  o f  C h a t t o g r a m ,  a  “ t o x i c
h o t s p o t ” ( 1 ) .  T h e  c o u n t r y  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  p r o p e r l y  m a n a g e  t h e
e x t r e m e l y  d a n g e r o u s  t o x i c  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  g e n e r a t e  f r o m  t h e  d i s m a n t l i n g  o f
e n d - o f - l i f e  v e s s e l s  o n  t h e  b e a c h ,  o u t s i d e  a  c o n t a i n e d  z o n e .  A t  t h e  y a r d s ,
t o x i c  e x p o s u r e  i s  a c c e p t e d  a s  t h e  p r i c e  f o r  d o m e s t i c  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t
a n d  e m p l o y m e n t ,  w h i l e  a l l o w i n g  s h i p  o w n e r s  f r o m  t h e  G l o b a l  N o r t h  t o
e x p l o i t  w e a k  l a w s  a n d  e x t e r n a l i z e  c o s t s .

I n  S i t a k u n d a ,  B a n g l a d e s h ,  l o c a l  p e o p l e  a r e  h e a v i l y  e x p o s e d  t o  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
p o l l u t i o n  i n  w a t e r ,  s o i l  a n d  a i r .  I n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e s ,  S i t a k u n d a  h a s  o f t e n
b e e n  i n  t h e  h e a d l i n e s  f o r  i t s  r a p i d  a n d  u n p l a n n e d  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s
f o r  a c c i d e n t s  i n s i d e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s ,  s t e e l  r e - r o l l i n g  m i l l s  a n d  o t h e r
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p l a n t s .  

T h e  N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m  v i s i t e d  t h e  S i t a k u n d a  a r e a  e a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r
a n d  s p o k e  t o  w o r k e r s ,  l o c a l  v i l l a g e r s ,  O c c u p a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  a n d  S a f e t y
e x p e r t s ,  m e d i c a l  s t a f f  a n d  l o c a l  c a m p a i g n e r s  t h a t  h a v e  f o l l o w e d  t h e
s h i p b r e a k i n g  s e c t o r  f o r  d e c a d e s .
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(1) LERNER, STEVE. 2010. SACRIFICE ZONES: THE FRONT LINES OF TOXIC CHEMICAL EXPOSURE IN THE UNITED STATES.
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1 0
T h e  p e o p l e  c o m i n g  t o  w o r k  a t  t h e  y a r d s  i n  C h a t t o g r a m  a r e  m a i n l y  m i g r a n t s
f r o m  t h e  n o r t h e r n  v i l l a g e s  o f  B a n g l a d e s h ,  s u c h  a s  B o g r a ,  K u r i g r a m ,  S i l l e t ,
R o n g p u r  a n d  N o a k h a l i .  G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e y  l e a v e  t h e i r  n a t i v e  v i l l a g e s  t o  w o r k  a t
t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  d u r i n g  s p e c i f i c  s e a s o n s ,  a t t r a c t e d  b y  h i g h e r  f i n a n c i a l
g a i n s  c o m p a r e d  t o  o t h e r  s e a s o n a l  o c c u p a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r e  o r
c o n s t r u c t i o n  s e c t o r s .  S h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  ( 2 )  a r e  o f t e n  i l l i t e r a t e  w i t h  s o m e
h a v i n g  a t t e n d e d  s c h o o l  u p  t o  C l a s s  1 0 .  M o s t  o f  t h e m  h a d  t o  l e a v e  s c h o o l
e a r l i e r  t o  f i n a n c i a l l y  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a n d  s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  y a r d s
f r o m  a  y o u n g  a g e .  K a r i m  ( 3 ) ,  w h o  i s  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  t h e  w o r k e r s ,  s a i d :  “ t h i s  i s
a c t u a l l y  t h e  s c e n a r i o  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  s e c t o r .  T h e  w o r k e r s  c a n n o t  c o n t i n u e
t h e i r  s t u d i e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  T h e y  d o n ’ t  h a v e
m o n e y  t o  s t a r t  a  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s … ” .  O n l y  f e w  o f  t h e m  k e e p  s t u d y i n g  w h i l e
w o r k i n g .  I m r a n  ( 2 3 )  f o r  e x a m p l e  s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  y a r d s  w i t h  o n e  o f  h i s
b r o t h e r s  a t  a  v e r y  e a r l y  a g e  ( 8 - 9  y e a r s  o l d ) .  H e  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  C l a s s  1 0  a t
t h e  a g e  o f  1 5  w h i l s t  w o r k i n g  n i g h t  s h i f t s ,  b u t  t h e n  s t o p p e d  s t u d y i n g
b e c a u s e  h e  n e e d e d  t o  e a r n  m o r e  m o n e y  t h a n  w h a t  h e  e a r n e d  d u r i n g  o n l y
n i g h t  s h i f t s  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  f a m i l y .  I m r a n  i s  c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  a t  K a b i r  S t e e l -
S h i t a l p u r  f u l l - t i m e .  

(2)  From individual interviews of 20 shipbreaking workers working at different shipbreaking yards between 16-19 February , 2023 and 3 group discussions
from 3 different home villages (Bogra, Kurigram and Rongpur) between 22-24 February, 2023. 

(3)  The names used in this publication are all pseudonyms in order to protect workers from retaliation. All interviews in this publication are documented. 

KURIGRAM, 2023 RONGPUR, 2023



D e s p i t e  t h e  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  s c r u t i n y  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e
s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a
t h r e a t  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  w o r k e r s  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t o
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .

R a s e l  ( 2 5 ) ,  a  f o r m e r  c u t t e r  h e l p e r ,  s a i d  t h a t  “ w h e n  t h e  v e s s e l s  c o m e  t o
B a n g l a d e s h ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  p r e - c l e a n e d  s o  w h e n  t h e  v e s s e l  i s  b e a c h e d  a n d  t h e
c u t t e r  m a n  i s  t o r c h - c u t t i n g ,  d i r t y  f u m e s  a r e  r e l e a s e d ” .  H e  a l s o  t o l d  u s  t h a t  h e
i s  a b l e  t o  r e c o g n i s e  o i l  a n d  o t h e r  c h e m i c a l s  a s  w e l l  a s  g l a s s  w o o l ,  w h i c h
c a u s e s  “ i t c h i n e s s ”  o n  h i s  s k i n .  “ A l l  t h o s e  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  f l o a t i n g  o n
t h e  s e a  w a t e r .  T h a t ' s  w h y  t h e  s e a  c r e a t u r e s  a r e  d e a d ” ,  h e  a d d e d .  R a s e l ’ s
f a t h e r  i s  a  f i s h e r m a n .  A s  t h e  s e a  i s  p o l l u t e d ,  f i s h e r m e n  s a i l  i n t o  t h e  d e e p
s e a  a n d  o n l y  c o m e  b a c k  w i t h  2  t o  3  s m a l l  b a s k e t s  o f  f i s h ,  n o t  a  f u l l  b o a t  a s
i t  h a p p e n e d  f e w  d e c a d e s  a g o .  N o a  ( 2 7 ) ,  a  f i s h e r m a n  f r o m  B h a t i a r y ,  s a i d  t h a t
i n  t h e  p a s t  w i t h i n  0 , 5 - 1  k m  f r o m  t h e  b e a c h  t h e y  c o u l d  e a s i l y  c a t c h  f i s h .
“ N o w  w e  n e e d  m o r e  f u e l  f o r  t h e  b o a t s  t h a n  n o r m a l  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  g o  f u r t h e r  o u t
a t  s e a .  O u r  e x p e n s e s  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d ” ,  h e  a d d e d .  N o a  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e y  n o w
s a i l  a b o u t  2 0  t o  2 5  k m  f r o m  t h e  c o a s t .  “ T h e  n e t s  f r o m  t h e  f i s h e r m e n  a r e  a l s o
b r o k e n  a n d  d a m a g e d  d u e  t o  t h e  p r o p e l l e r s  o f  t h e  s h i p s ,  a n d  w h e n  w e  c l a i m
c o m p e n s a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  y a r d  o w n e r s ,  t h e y  r e f u s e  t o  p a y  i t . ” ,  h e  r e v e a l e d .  
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W O R K I N G  C O N D I T I O N S

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  w o r k i n g  i n  h a z a r d o u s  c o n d i t i o n s ,  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  a r e
m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  s u f f e r  a c c i d e n t s .  T h e s e  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  r a r e l y  o f f i c i a l l y
r e p o r t e d  d u e  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  t r a n s p a r e n c y  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  e m p l o y e r s  a n d  t h e
g o v e r n m e n t .  A c c i d e n t s  a r e  c o m m o n l y  c a u s e d  b y  f i r e  a n d  e x p l o s i o n s ,  f a l l i n g
o f  h e a v y  o b j e c t s ,  e l e c t r o c u t i o n ,  f a l l s  f r o m  h e i g h t  a s  w e l l  a s  m e n t a l  a n d
p h y s i c a l  s t r e s s  a n d  f a t i g u e .  O t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e
h i g h  a c c i d e n t ’  r a t e  a r e  t h e  l a c k  o f  s a f e t y  a n d  h e a l t h  t r a i n i n g s ,  p o o r  w o r k
o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  i n a d e q u a t e  h o u s i n g  a n d  s a n i t a t i o n ,  i n a d e q u a t e  e m e r g e n c y ,
f i r s t - a i d  a n d  r e s c u e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  l a c k  o f  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s o c i a l
p r o t e c t i o n .  

A r i f  ( 2 2 ) ,  a  c u t t e r  m a n  w o r k i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  i l l e g a l  n i g h t  s h i f t s  a t  P r e m i e r
T r a d e  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  s a i d  t h a t ,  w h e n  a n  a c c i d e n t  o c c u r s ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  a
c a r  o r  a m b u l a n c e  t o  r u s h  t h e  v i c t i m s  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  O t h e r  w o r k e r s
m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  o n l y  a  f e w  y a r d s ,  n a m e l y  P H P ,  K a b i r ,  M a s t e r s  &  B r o t h e r s ,
K . R .  ( K u m i r a )  a n d  S . N .  C o r p o r a t i o n  ( S h i t a l p u r ) ,  h a v e  a m b u l a n c e s  t o  t r a n s p o r t
t h e  w o r k e r s  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  c a s e  o f  e m e r g e n c y .

A a b i r  ( 5 0 ) ,  w h o  h a s  w o r k e d  a t  a r o u n d  2 0  s h i p y a r d s  o v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  3 5
y e a r s ,  s a i d :  “ O n  b o a r d  t h e  s h i p  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  d a n g e r o u s  o i l s .  T h e  c u t t e r  m e n
k n o w  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  t o  b e  c a r e f u l  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  c u t t i n g  a s  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e
f u e l s  i n s i d e .  W h e n  t o r c h - c u t t i n g  t h e  b o d y  o f  t h e  v e s s e l ,  t h i s  p r o c e s s  w i l l
c r e a t e  f i r e  o r  e x p l o s i o n s ,  w h i c h  i s  d a n g e r o u s  f o r  t h e  w o r k e r s ” .  A a b i r  s t a r t e d
w o r k i n g  a s  a  h e l p e r  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  1 5  a n d  t h e n  c h a n g e d  t o  t h e  c u t t e r  g r o u p
b e f o r e  h e  b e c a m e  a  f o r e m a n .  N o  t r a i n i n g  w a s  e v e r  g i v e n  t o  h i m .  R a h m a n
( 2 6 ) ,  w h o   l o s t  h i s  l e g  i n  a n  a c c i d e n t  a t  J a m u n a  s h i p y a r d  i n  2 0 1 7 ,  c l a i m e d
t h a t  “ I f  y o u  g o  t o  t h e  y a r d s  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n ,  t h e y  w i l l  s h o w  a  l i s t  o f  t r a i n i n g s
b u t  i t  i s  a c t u a l l y  m e r e  p a p e r w o r k  t h a t  h a s  n o  p r a c t i c a l  v a l u e ” .  I n  2 0 2 0 ,  I m r a n
r e c e i v e d  3  t r a i n i n g s  a t  K a b i r  S t e e l  –  S h i t a l p u r  o f  t w o  h o u r s  e a c h  a f t e r  h i s
w o r k i n g  d a y .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  I L O  G u i d e l i n e s  o f  2 0 0 9 ,  “ t r a i n i n g  s h o u l d  b e
p r o v i d e d  t o  a l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  n o  c o s t  a n d  s h o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e  d u r i n g  w o r k i n g
h o u r s ” .  I m r a n  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  t r a i n i n g  a t  A r e f i n  y a r d .  H e ,  h o w e v e r ,  n e v e r
r e c e i v e d  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  t r a i n i n g s  g a v e  t h e  w o r k e r s
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  s a f e t y  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  s o m e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e
c u t t i n g  p r o c e s s  s t a r t s .
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A s  p e r  t h e  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  R u l e s  2 0 1 1 ,  “ n o  p e r s o n  s h a l l  a l l o w  t o  b e  e m p l o y e d
i n  s h i p  b r e a k i n g  y a r d  w i t h o u t  a p p r o p r i a t e  t r a i n i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e ” .  I m r a n  f u r t h e r
e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  w h e n  w o r k e r s  a r e  c u t t i n g  a n d  s t a r t  w o r k i n g  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
t r a i n i n g  t h e y  h a v e  r e c e i v e d ,  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  t e l l  t h e m  t o  n o t  f o l l o w  t h e
r u l e s  b u t  i n s t e a d  t o  w o r k  f a s t e r .  H e  a d d e d  t h a t  “ a t  P H P ,  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f f i c e r
s a i d  t h a t  w h e n  I  h a v e  t o  c u t  i n s i d e  t h e  s h i p ,  I  h a v e  t o  t a k e  p r e c a u t i o n s
b e c a u s e  a  f i r e  c a n  s t a r t .  H e  t o l d  m e  t o  b r i n g  w a t e r  m i x e d  u p  w i t h  s o m e
s p e c i f i c  p r o d u c t  t o  e x t i n g u i s h  t h e  f i r e ” .  O n e  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s ’  l e a d e r s ,
S h a r m i n ,  a d d e d  t h a t  “ o n l y  a t  P H P  a n d  K a b i r  S t e e l  t h e y  g i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s
b e f o r e  t h e  w o r k s  s t a r t .  T h i s  d o e s n ’ t  h a p p e n  i n  t h e  o t h e r  y a r d s ” .  M o s t  o f  t h e
s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  i n t e r v i e w e d  f o r  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  ( 4 )  w e r e  n o t  p r o v i d e d
w i t h  a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c t i v e  e q u i p m e n t  ( P P E ) ,  t r a i n i n g ,  o r  t o o l s  t o  s a f e l y
p e r f o r m  t h e i r  j o b s .  

S h a r m i n  m e n t i o n s  t h a t  w h e n  a  c u t t e r  m a n  w o r k s  i n s i d e  t h e  s h i p ,  h e  n e e d s  a t
l e a s t  t h r e e  h e l p e r s  t o  m a n a g e  t h e  w o r k ,  a n d ,  a t  t h e  y a r d  l e v e l ,  h e  n e e d s  a t
l e a s t  t w o  h e l p e r s .  T h e  y a r d  o w n e r s  c o n s t a n t l y  t e l l  t h e m  t h a t  “ i f  y o u  w a n t  t o
w o r k  h e r e ,  y o u  h a v e  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  h e l p e r s  y o u r s e l f .  W e  a r e  n o t  r e c r u i t i n g
h e l p e r s ” .  S h a r m i n  f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  “ t h i s  p u t s  a  l o t  o f  p r e s s u r e  o n  c u t t e r
m e n .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e  w o r k e r s  c a n n o t  w o r k  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s .  W h e t h e r  t h e  c u t t e r
m a n  i s  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e  y a r d  a u t h o r i t y  o r  f o r  a  c o n t r a c t o r ,  t h e y  h a v e  t o  f i n d
h e l p e r s  o n  t h e i r  o w n . ” .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  S h a r m i n  a d d s  t h a t  “ b e f o r e  2 0 1 0 ,  t h e r e
w e r e  n o  t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  a n y  y a r d  b u t ,  a f t e r  t h e  2 0 0 9  B E L A ' s  j u d g e m e n t ,  a l l
y a r d s  a r e  s e t t i n g  u p  t o i l e t s .  H o w e v e r ,  t o i l e t s  a r e  v e r y  b a d  a n d ,  w h e n  I  w o r k
i n s i d e  t h e  s h i p ,  I  u s e  t h e  t o i l e t s  o f  t h e  s h i p s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  i n  b e t t e r
c o n d i t i o n . ” .  H a b i b  ( 2 6 ) ,  w h o  w o r k e d  a t  t h e  y a r d s  f o r  1 6 - 1 7  y e a r s ,  s a i d  t h a t
“ i f  a  w o r k e r  w a n t s  t o  t a k e  1 5  m i n  r e s t ,  h e  h a s  t o  l a y  d o w n  o n  t h e  g r o u n d .
T h e r e  i s  n o  p l a c e  f o r  r e s t i n g ” .  
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(4) From individual interviews of 20 shipbreaking workers working at different shipbreaking yards between 16-19 February , 2023 and 3 group discussions
from 3 different home villages (Bogra, Kurigram and Rongpur) between 22-24 February, 2023. 

2022

https://moind.portal.gov.bd/sites/default/files/files/moind.portal.gov.bd/legislative_information/52017f63_a708_40d2_a95a_529a01e9bb7c/SBSBR2011.compressed%20(1).pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/press-release-bangladesh-high-court-issues-contempt-rule-against-14-government-officials-ministries-and-shipbreakers-asked-to-account-for-non-compliance-with-2009-judgement/
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B e s i d e s  n o t  h a v i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  t r a i n i n g  a n d  P P E  t o  c o r r e c t l y  p e r f o r m  s u c h
d a n g e r o u s  p r o c e d u r e s ,  t h e  w o r k e r s  d o  n o t  r e c e i v e  a  w o r k i n g  c o n t r a c t  o r
l e t t e r  o f  a p p o i n t m e n t .  H e n c e ,  n o n e  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  h a v e  a n y  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y
a n d  a d e q u a t e  a c c e s s  t o  h e a l t h c a r e .  I m r a n ,  c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  a t  K a b i r  S t e e l -
S h i t a l p u r ,  w o r k e d  a t  P H P  i n  2 0 2 2  a n d  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  y a r d  p r o v i d e s  d r i n k i n g
w a t e r  a n d  a c c e s s  t o  t o i l e t s .  S t i l l ,  “ t h e r e  i s  n o  w o r k i n g  c o n t r a c t ” ,  h e  s a i d .  H e
f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  “ s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  o w n e r s  o f t e n  c o l l e c t  m o r e  t h a n  1 0
s i g n a t u r e s  o n  b l a n k  p a p e r s  a n d  t a k e  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  b u t  n o  c o n t r a c t
p a p e r s  a r e  g i v e n  t o  u s ” .  M a s u l  ( 3 8 ) ,  w o r k i n g  a t  S N  C o r p o r a t i o n  ( M a d a m b i b i r ) ,
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c o m p a n y  m a i n t a i n s  a  r e g i s t r a t i o n  b o o k  w i t h  t h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e
w o r k e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  a  c o p y  o f  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y  c a r d s  o r  b i r t h
c e r t i f i c a t e s  t o  s h o w  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  m a k i n g  e m p l o y m e n t
l e g a l l y  b u t  a c t u a l l y  t h e  w o r k e r s  d o n ’ t  h a v e  a n y  w o r k i n g  c o n t r a c t .

A r i f ,  w o r k i n g  a t  P r e m i e r  T r a d e ,  t o l d  u s  t h a t  t h e  y a r d  g i v e s  a n  i d e n t i t y  c a r d
f o r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  b u t  n o  P P E  i s  p r o v i d e d .  A r i f  b u y s  h i s  o w n  g u m b o o t s ,
g l o v e s ,  m a s k s ,  s u n g l a s s e s  a n d  h e l m e t s .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e  o w n e r s  p r o v i d e
b o o t s ,  t h o u g h ,  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  s a f e t y  b o o t s .  H e  a d d e d  t h a t  h e  h a s  n o t
s u f f e r e d  s e r i o u s  i n j u r i e s  b u t  h e  h a s  o f t e n  s p a r k l e s  o n  h i s  h a n d s  a n d  s k i n .
A r i f  s a w  a c c i d e n t s  h a p p e n  i n  f r o n t  o f  h i s  e y e s .  “ S o m e t i m e s  i r o n  p l a t e s  f e l l
d o w n  o n  m y  c o l l e a g u e s ” .  K a m r u l  ( 4 2 ) ,  a  c u t t e r  m a n  w o r k i n g  a t  F e r d o u s  S t e e l ,
s a i d  t h a t  h e  i s  a b l e  t o  r e c o g n i s e  a s b e s t o s ,  g l a s s  w o o l  a n d  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s
a n d  i s  a w a r e  o f  t h e  r i s k s  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  t h e  w o r k e r s  g o  t o  t h e  e n g i n e
r o o m .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  “ w h e n  t h e y  a r e  c u t t i n g  t h e  w o o d  b o a r d s ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s
a s b e s t o s  i n s i d e ,  i t  c r e a t e s  d u s t  a n d  m a k e s  t h e i r  b r e a t h  d i f f i c u l t . ” .  I m r a n
r e v e a l e d  t h a t  “ w h e n  w e  a r e  c u t t i n g  t h e  s h i p ,  w e  n o t i c e  “ c o l o r s ”  o n  t h e  s h i p ’ s
b o d y  t h a t  c r e a t e  a  k i n d  o f  s m o k e .  W h e n  w e  i n h a l e  t h e  s m o k e ,  w e  f e e l  p r e s s u r e
a n d  p a i n  o n  o u r  c h e s t . ” .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a n d  d e s p i t e  y a r d  o w n e r s  c o n s t a n t l y
d e n y i n g  i t ,  a l l  w o r k e r s  i n t e r v i e w e d  c l a i m e d  t h a t  a t  n i g h t  a l l  y a r d s  a r e
o p e r a t i n g  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  c u t t i n g  a r e a s .  A r i f  s a i d  t h a t  h e  p r e f e r s  t o  w o r k  a t
n i g h t  " b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  d u s t  a n d  h e a t  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y ” .  



M i z a n u r  ( 5 4 )  w o r k s  a s  a  f o r e m a n  a t  n i g h t  a t  K a b i r  y a r d  ( M a d a m b i b i r )  a n d
e a r n s  a r o u n d  1 9 . 0 0 0  t a k a / m o n t h  ( a r o u n d  1 5 6 E U R ) .  I n  2 0 1 8 ,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t
o f  B a n g l a d e s h  h a s  d e c l a r e d  a  m i n i m u m  w a g e  o f  1 6 . 0 0 0  t a k a / m o n t h  ( a r o u n d
1 3 0 E U R )  f o r  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  s e c t o r .  T h e  o f f i c i a l  s a l a r y  s c a l e  r e q u i r e d  b y
l a w  r a n g e  b e t w e e n  1 6 . 0 0 0  –  3 2 . 0 0 0  t a k a / m o n t h  ( b e t w e e n  1 3 0 - 2 6 2 E U R ) ,
d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  t y p e  o f  w o r k  ( h e l p e r ,  c u t t e r ,  c a r r i e r ,  f o r e m a n ) .  H o w e v e r ,
t h e  w o r k e r s ’  a v e r a g e  s a l a r y  i s  b e t w e e n  2 5 0  –  6 0 0  t a k a / d a y  ( b e t w e e n  2 -
5 E U R ) ,  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  m i n i m u m  w a g e  o f  1 6 . 0 0 0  t a k a / m o n t h .
T h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  u s u a l l y  w o r k  6  d a y s  a  w e e k  i n  s h i f t s  o f  8  t o  1 2
h o u r s .  T h e i r  s a l a r i e s  a r e  u s u a l l y  p a i d  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s .  S u p e r v i s o r s  o r
F o r e m e n  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  s a l a r i e s  o n  a  m o n t h l y  b a s i s .  
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W h e n  t h e  w o r k e r s  s u f f e r  a c c i d e n t s ,  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  i s  s o m e t i m e s  e i t h e r
p a r t i a l l y  o r  t o t a l l y  p a i d ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  y a r d  o w n e r .  H o w e v e r ,  m o s t  o f  t h e
t i m e  t h e  w o r k e r s  d o  n o t  r e c e i v e  a n y  c o m p e n s a t i o n  e v e n  i f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a b l e
t o  w o r k  a n y m o r e  d u e  t o  t h e i r  i n j u r i e s .  R a s e l  w a s  w o r k i n g  a s  a  c u t t e r  m a n  a t
M . M .  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  w h e n  h e  g o t  i n j u r e d  i n  2 0 2 0 .  H e  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e
y a r d  o w n e r  t r i e d  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  d o c t o r s  a t  t h e  C h a t t o g r a m  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e
H o s p i t a l  t o  s t o p  h i s  t r e a t m e n t ,  y e t ,  h e  f i l e d  a  c o m p l a i n t  a t  t h e  L a b o u r  C o u r t
a n d  r e c e i v e d  s o m e  m o n e y  t o  p a r t i a l l y  c o v e r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  R a s e l
i s  n o t  a b l e  t o  w o r k  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  n e v e r  f u l l y  r e c o v e r e d .  M i z a n u r ,  f r o m
K a b i r  S t e e l - M a d a m b i b i r ,  s a i d  t h a t  “ w h e n  a n  a c c i d e n t  o c c u r s ,  t h e  l a b o u r
i n s p e c t o r s  a r e  i n f o r m e d  b u t  t h e  y a r d  s t a y s  o p e r a t i o n a l  b e c a u s e  t h e  y a r d
o w n e r s  u s e  b r i b e s . ” .

https://file-dhaka.portal.gov.bd/files/dife.kishoreganj.gov.bd/files/907b25fd_4bf0_4a7a_9cbb_b5424c288313/ea9fcf8bada28a93a59666185e2461d7.pdf
https://file-dhaka.portal.gov.bd/files/dife.kishoreganj.gov.bd/files/907b25fd_4bf0_4a7a_9cbb_b5424c288313/ea9fcf8bada28a93a59666185e2461d7.pdf


I n  a c c o r d a n c e  t o  t h e  2 0 1 1  S h i p b r e a k i n g  a n d  R e c y c l i n g  R u l e s ,  a f t e r  a n
a c c i d e n t ,  a  y a r d  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  i m m e d i a t e l y  s u s p e n d  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  a  w e e k
b u t  t h i s  h a s  n o t  a l w a y s  h a p p e n e d .  N u r u l  ( 4 5 ) ,  a  f o r m e r  c u t t e r  m a n  w h o
s u f f e r e d  a n  a c c i d e n t  d u r i n g  a  n i g h t  s h i f t  i n  2 0 2 2  a t  K a b i r  y a r d  -
M a d a m b i b i r ,  s a i d  t h a t  h e  h a s  s e e n  “ l a b o u r  I n s p e c t o r s  c o m i n g  t o  K a b i r  t w o  t o
t h r e e  t i m e s  a  y e a r ” .  H e  a l s o  a d d e d  t h a t  “ t h e y  m e e t  w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e  s t a f f  a n d
t a l k  w i t h  w o r k e r s  n e a r  t h e  o f f i c e  b u t  t h e  i n s p e c t o r s  d o n ’ t  r e a l l y  a c c e s s  t h e
y a r d  a r e a ” .  

A l l  w o r k e r s  i n t e r v i e w e d  ( 5 )  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s
t h a t  c o m e  o u t  o f  s h i p  d i s m a n t l i n g  a r e  s i m p l y  d i s p o s e d  o f  i n t o  t h e  s e a .
“ H a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  f l o a t i n g  o n  t h e  s e a  w a t e r ” ,  R a s e l  s a i d .  M a s u l ,
w o r k i n g  a t  S . N .  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  a d d e d  t h a t  “ i f  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  i n  s m a l l
q u a n t i t i e s  t h e  w o r k e r s  t h r o w  t h e m  a t  s e a .  I f  q u a n t i t i e s  a r e  l a r g e r ,  t h e y  s t o r e
t h e m  i n  a  r o o m . ” .  T h e  w o r k e r s  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  s i m i l a r  i n  a l l  y a r d s  “ w i t h  n o
e x c e p t i o n . ” .  M a s u l  a l s o  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  “ a t  s o m e  y a r d s ,  t h e  w o r k e r s  m a k e  a  b i g
h o l e  t o  b u r y  a l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a s b e s t o s ,  m i x i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  u p  w i t h
t h e  m u d ” .  T h e  w o r k e r s  c l a i m e d  t h a t  s o m e  o i l s  a r e  t a k e n  i n t o  c o n t a i n e r s  t o
b e  s o l d  i n  t h e  s e c o n d h a n d  m a r k e t  a n d  t h e  r e s t  a r e  d i s p o s e d  a t  s e a .  “ T h e  o i l
i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  r e f i n e d  a n d  r e - u s e d ,  w h i c h  i s  i l l e g a l ” ,  S h a r m i n  a d d e d .
M o r e o v e r ,  A a b i r ,  a  f o r m e r  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r ,  t o l d  u s  t h a t  t h e  s h i p  p a r t s
t h a t  a r e  i n  g o o d  c o n d i t i o n  a r e  s o l d  a b r o a d ,  i n  t h e  s e c o n d h a n d - m a r k e t  o r  t o
t h e  r e - r o l l i n g  m i l l s .  T h e  w o r k e r s  f u r t h e r  e x p l a i n e d :  “ y a r d  o w n e r s  h a v e  m a d e
s e p a r a t e  s t o r a g e  r o o m s  f o r  g a t h e r i n g  t h e  m a t e r i a l s ,  c h e m i c a l s  a n d  o t h e r
w a s t e s  b u t  m o s t  o f  t h e  r o o m s  a r e  e m p t y  a n d  l o c k e d  f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e ” .  
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(5) From individual interviews of 20 shipbreaking workers working at different shipbreaking yards between 16-19 February , 2023 and 3 group discussions
from 3 different home villages (Bogra, Kurigram and Rongpur) between 22-24 February, 2023. 

2023

https://moind.portal.gov.bd/sites/default/files/files/moind.portal.gov.bd/legislative_information/52017f63_a708_40d2_a95a_529a01e9bb7c/SBSBR2011.compressed%20(1).pdf


T h e  h e a l t h  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s ’  e x p o s u r e  t o  p o i s o n o u s  f u m e s  a n d
c h e m i c a l s ,  a s b e s t o s  a n d  v a r i o u s  o t h e r  u n i d e n t i f i e d  p o l l u t a n t s  r e m a i n
u n r e p o r t e d  a t  t h e  y a r d s .  E a r l y  s t u d i e s  s h o w e d  t h a t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s
e x p o s e d  t o  a s b e s t o s  h a v e  a n  e l e v a t e d  i n c r e a s e d  m o r t a l i t y  d u e  t o  l u n g
c a n c e r  a n d  o t h e r  c a n c e r s  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  S e v e r a l
s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  h a v e  o n l y  n o w  s t a r t e d  t o  m a n i f e s t  s y m p t o m s  o f
a s b e s t o s i s  ( 6 )  s u c h  a s  c h e s t  p a i n  a n d  l a c k  o f  b r e a t h  a s  a s b e s t o s i s  s y m p t o m s
u s u a l l y  a p p e a r  m a n y  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  e x p o s u r e  t o  a s b e s t o s .  D e s p i t e
t h e i r  w e a k  h e a l t h  c o n d i t i o n ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  s i c k  w o r k e r s  c o n t i n u e  t o  d i s m a n t l e
v e s s e l s  t o  f e e d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  T h e i r  a f f e c t e d  l u n g  c a p a c i t y  r e d u c t i o n  v a r i e s
b e t w e e n  2 0 - 6 0 % .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  a s
v i c t i m s  o f  a s b e s t o s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  f a c i n g  p h a s e s  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e  t h a t  r e q u i r e
u r g e n t  m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  t r e a t m e n t .  A s b e s t o s  w a s  c o m m o n l y  u s e d  i n
t h e  1 9 8 0 s  a n d  ’ 9 0 s  d u e  t o  i t s  t h e r m a l  i n s u l a t i o n  a n d  f i r e - r e s i s t a n t
p r o p e r t i e s .  W h i l e  a  c o m m e r c i a l  v e s s e l  c o u l d  c o n t a i n  a s  m u c h  a s  1 0  t o n s  o f
a s b e s t o s  c o n t a i n i n g  m a t e r i a l s  ( A C M s )  i n  e n g i n e  r o o m s ,  f u e l  l i n e s ,  s e a  w a t e r
l i n e s  a n d  f i r e p r o o f i n g  m a t e r i a l ,  a n d  n a v y  v e s s e l s  s u c h  a s  t h e  a i r  c r a f t
c a r r i e r s  S ã o  P a u l o  a n d  C l e m e n c e a u  a r e  e s t i m a t e d  t o  h a v e  c o n t a i n e d  a s  m u c h
a s  9 0 0  t o n s  o f  a s b e s t o s  a n d  A C M s ,  m o s t  v e s s e l s  a r e  i m p o r t e d  t o  B a n g l a d e s h
w i t h  f a l s e  a c c o u n t s  o f  b e i n g  a s b e s t o s - f r e e .  B a s e d  o n  a n  a s b e s t o s  s u r v e y
d o n e  b e t w e e n  2 0 1 1  a n d  2 0 2 0 ,  m o r e  t h a n  5 5 %  o f  o p e r a t i n g  v e s s e l s  a n d  5 0 %
o f  a l l  n e w  v e s s e l s  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  c o n t a i n  a s b e s t o s  m a t e r i a l s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  h u m a n  i m p a c t ,  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  C h a t t o g r a m  i s
d e s t r o y i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e c o s y s t e m s  i n  S i t a k u n d a .  A l r e a d y  i n  2 0 0 9 ,  a  t o t a l
o f  1 4 , 0 0 0  m a n g r o v e  t r e e s  w e r e  i l l e g a l l y  c u t  t o  e x p a n d  t h e  d i r t y  a n d
d a n g e r o u s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  C h a t t o g r a m .  T h e y  w e r e  n e v e r  r e p l a n t e d
d e s p i t e  a  C o u r t  r u l i n g  o r d e r i n g  t h e  y a r d s  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  f o r e s t .  M a n g r o v e s
a r e  o n e  o f  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  n a t u r a l  b a r r i e r s  a g a i n s t  c l i m a t e
c h a n g e .  M o r e  r e c e n t l y ,  t h e  w o r k e r s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  a r e
s t i l l  i l l e g a l l y  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  f o r e s t :  “ t h e y  c o m e  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t  t o  c u t  t h e
t r e e s  s o  t h a t  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  d o n ’ t  n o t i c e  a n y t h i n g ” .  T h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e  f o r
K o h i n o o r  S t e e l ,  K . R .  S t e e l  a n d  S i m n i  y a r d ,  a l l  l o c a t e d  i n  B h a t i a r y .  T h e y  c u t
d o w n  m a n y  t r e e s  o v e r n i g h t  –  “ K . R .  a n d  S i m n i  y a r d s  h a v e  a p p o i n t e d  5 0 0 - 1 0 0 0
l a b o r e r s  t o  d o  s o ” ,  S h a r m i n ,  a  w o r k e r s ' l e a d e r ,  s a i d .  H e  a d d e d  t h a t  i f  t h e y  c u t
t r e e s  d u r i n g  t h e  d a y ,  p e o p l e  w i l l  n o t i c e  a n d  c o m p l a i n  t o  t h e  F o r e s t
D e p a r t m e n t .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  w o r k e r s ,  K . R .  S t e e l  i s  c u t t i n g  t h e  f o r e s t  t o
b u i l d  2  n e w  p l o t s  i n  F o z d e r h a t  w h i l s t  S i m n i  i n t e n d s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  o n e  p l o t  i n
B h a t i a r y .  
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(6)  Asbestosis is a chronic lung disease caused by the inhalation of asbestos fibers.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4507997/
http://www.scielo.org.co/pdf/dyna/v83n198/v83n198a25.pdf
http://www.scielo.org.co/pdf/dyna/v83n198/v83n198a25.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/sao-paulo-scrapping/
https://www.financeuncovered.org/stories/toxic-ships-asbestos-bangladesh-shipbreaking-chittagong-certificates
https://www.marineinsight.com/shipping-news/more-than-65-of-all-ships-are-operating-with-systems-containing-asbestos/
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/despite-hc-ban-shipbreaking-yard-ravages-sitakunda-reserve-forest-587326


A  R i g h t  t o  I n f o r m a t i o n  A c t  ( R T I )  h a s  b e e n  f i l e d  b y  P l a t f o r m '  m e m b e r
B a n g l a d e s h  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  L a w y e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( B E L A )  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i l l e g a l
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e s e  t w o  y a r d s .  K . R .  w a s  r e c e n t l y  v i s i t e d  b y  t h e  J a p a n e s e
S h i p o w n e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  p u s h i n g  f o r  B a n g l a d e s h  t o  r a t i f y  t h e
H o n g  K o n g  C o n v e n t i o n  w h i c h  s e t s  v e r y  l o w  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  s c r a p p i n g
o p e r a t i o n s .
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O U T S I D E  T H E  Y A R D  G A T E

T h e  h u m a n  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  o f  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  d o  n o t
s t o p  a t  t h e  y a r d  g a t e ,  a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t s  o f  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e s
o r i g i n a t i n g  f r o m  d i s m a n t l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  c a n n o t  b e  h a n d l e d  p r o p e r l y .  V a r i o u s
t o x i c  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  r e - s o l d  i n  t h e  s e c o n d h a n d  m a r k e t  w h i l s t  m o s t  o f  t h e
s t e e l  g o e s  t o  t h e  r e - r o l l i n g  m i l l s ,  w h e r e  e x t r e m e l y  p o l l u t i n g  m e t h o d s  s u c h  a s
h o t  c u t t i n g  a n d  c o l d  r e - r o l l i n g  p r o c e s s e s  a r e  u s e d .  M i t u  ( 3 5 ) , a  s t e e l - m i l l
w o r k e r  f o r  t h e  l a s t  1 6  y e a r s ,  s a i d  t h a t  “ I n  C h i t t a g o n g ,  t h e r e  a r e  3 6 5  r e -
r o l l i n g  m i l l s  a n d  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0  m i l l s  i n  S i t a k u n d a . ” .  A t  t h e  r e - r o l l i n g  m i l l s ,
t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  e x p e r i e n c e d  b y  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s .
T h e  a v e r a g e  s a l a r y  i s  b e t w e e n  4 0 0  a n d  6 0 0  t a k a / d a y  ( b e t w e e n  3  a n d  5 E U R ) .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  M i t u ,  t h e  w o r k e r s  a r e  f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  r i g h t s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o
n o t  r e c e i v e  o f f i c i a l  m i n i m u m  w a g e s ,  d o  n o t  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  h e a l t h  f a c i l i t i e s
o r  t h e  c o s t s  o f  t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t s  c o v e r e d .  H e  a d d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  u n i t y
a m o n g  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  b e c a u s e  i f  s o m e o n e  r a i s e s  h i s  v o i c e ,  t h e  c o m p a n y  o r
c o n t r a c t o r  p a y s  t h e m  f o r  t h e i r  s i l e n c e .  R o b i u l  ( 6 5 ) ,  w h o  w o r k e d  a s  a
c o n t r a c t o r  a t  t h e  r e - r o l l i n g  m i l l s ,  a d d e d  “ i f  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  w o r k e r s '  r i g h t s  a t
t h e  m i l l s  a n d  t h e  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  s e t  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t
w e r e  f o l l o w e d ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  n o t  o n l y  a t  t h e  y a r d s  b u t  a l s o  a t
t h e  r e - r o l l i n g  m i l l s .  T h e y  a r e  v i o l a t i n g  t h e s e  r u l e s .  T h a t ’ s  w h y  t h e r e  i s  n o
s a f e t y  f o r  t h e  w o r k e r s  i n s i d e  t h e  m i l l s .  T h e  o w n e r s  o f  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s
a r e  t h e  o w n e r s  o f  t h e  r e - r o l l i n g  m i l l s ” .  T h e  c o n t r a c t o r s  p r o v i d e  t h e  w a g e s  t o
t h e  l a b o u r e r s  b u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  H e  a d d e d  t h a t
“ t h e r e  a r e  n o  w o r k e r s ’  r i g h t s  i n s i d e  t h e  m i l l s  b e c a u s e  t h e  c o m p a n y  b a s e s  t h e
o p e r a t i o n s  o n  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s ” .  M i t u  a d d e d  t h a t  t h e  w o r k  e n v i r o n m e n t  a t  t h e
m i l l s  i s  “ t o o  n o i s y ,  t h e r e  i s  t o o  m u c h  h e a t ” .  W h e n  t h e y  n e e d  h e l p ,  t h e y
c a n n o t  h e a r  e a c h  o t h e r .  H i s  e y e s i g h t  i s  b e c o m i n g  w e a k e r  a n d  w h e n  t h e
w i n t e r  c o m e s  h e  h a s  b r e a t h i n g  p r o b l e m s .  H e  g o t  i n j u r e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a n d
d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  a n y  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  c o m p a n y .  R o b i u l  a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t
“ t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n s i d e  t h e  r e - r o l l i n g  m i l l s  i s  v e r y  h o t ,  t h a t ’ s  w h y  I  c a n n o t
w e a r  m a s k s  o r  b o o t s .  I  o n l y  w e a r  h a n d  g l o v e s . ” .

https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/ship-breaking-has-promising-future-in-bangladesh-needs-govt-support/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/hkc-fails-to-ensure-sustainable-ship-recycling/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/SAQU-31.pdf


A s  w e l l  a s  M i t u ,  R o b i u l ’ s  b o d y  r e f l e c t s  h i s  4 0  y e a r s  w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  r e - r o l l i n g
m i l l s  a n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  a c c i d e n t s  h e  s u f f e r e d .  A n w a r  ( 3 5 ) ,  a  f o r m e r
s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r ,  i s  c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  a t  K h a w j a  r e - r o l l i n g  m i l l  b u t  h e  i s
r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  a n  a c c i d e n t .  H e  h a s  n e i t h e r  a  c o n t r a c t  n o r  d o e s  h e  r e c e i v e
P P E  b e c a u s e  h e  i s  n o t  a  p e r m a n e n t  w o r k e r .  T h o s e  w h o  w o r k  d i r e c t l y  w i t h
t h e  h e a t  h a v e  t o  w e a r  a  n a p k i n  ( “cacsa ” ) ,  “ w h i c h  i s  t h i n n e r  t h a n  a  t o w e l ” ,  h e
a d d e d .  A n w a r  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  w a s h r o o m ,  n o  r o o m  f o r  t a k i n g  f o o d  o r
s n a c k s  a n d  n o  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  a v a i l a b l e .  

A s b e s t o s  i s  n o t  o n l y  m i s m a n a g e d  a t  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s ,  b u t  a l s o  r e - s o l d
i n  t h e  s e c o n d h a n d  m a r k e t  i n  B a n g l a d e s h .  I t  i s  e a s y  t o  f i n d  a  s h o p  i n
S i t a k u n d a  e x c l u s i v e l y  s e l l i n g  p r o d u c t s  m a d e  o f  a s b e s t o s  s u c h  a s  s t o v e s  –
a s b e s t o s  d u s t  c o v e r s  t h e  a r e a  w h e r e  f a m i l i e s  l i v e  c l o s e  b y .  A r o u n d  t h e
s h i p b r e a k i n g  a r e a  i n  S i t a k u n d a ,  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  d a n g e r o u s  m a t e r i a l s ,
i n c l u d i n g  a l s o  c o o l i n g  p o w d e r  f r o m  L N G s  ( 7 ) ,  a r e  e a s i l y  f o u n d  i n  t h e
s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .  P e o p l e  a r e  d i r e c t l y  e x p o s e d  t o  t o x i c  m a t e r i a l s  i n
t h e  a i r  t h e y  b r e a t h e ,  t h e  w a t e r  t h e y  d r i n k ,  a n d  t h e  f o o d  t h e y  g r o w  a n d  e a t ,
i m p a c t i n g  t h e i r  h e a l t h  a n d  l i v e l i h o o d .  
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(7) Tankers that transport liquefied natural gas.
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I n  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  2 0 2 2 ,  H a s i m ,  a  1 4  y e a r - o l d  b o y ,  s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  a s  a  t r u c k
l o a d e r  f o r  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  o f  s t e e l  m a t e r i a l s  f r o m  t h e  y a r d s  t o  t h e  s e c o n d h a n d
m a r k e t .  H e  c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  w o r k  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  t h e  t r u c k
d r i v e r .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  f i x e d  s a l a r y  -  i f  h e  c h a r g e d  o r  u n l o a d e d  m a t e r i a l  w o r t h
a n  e s t i m a t e d  1 . 0 0 0  t a k a  ( a r o u n d  8 E U R )  t h e n  h e  w o u l d  g e t  o n l y  5 0  t a k a
( a r o u n d  0 , 4 0 E U R )  a s  a  c o m m i s s i o n .  O n  3 0  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 2 ,  H a s i m  s u f f e r e d
a n  a c c i d e n t  t h a t  c a u s e d  t h e  a m p u t a t i o n  o f  h i s  l e f t  l e g .  W h e n  h e  n o t i c e d  t h a t
t h e  e n g i n e  p a r t s  w e r e  f a l l i n g  f r o m  t h e  c r a n e ,  h e  k n e w  h e  h a d  t o  r u n  t o  g e t
a w a y ,  b u t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  a v o i d  t h e  a c c i d e n t .  “ M y  l e g  w a s  n e a r l y  c u t  o f f  f r o m
m y  b o d y ” ,  h e  s a i d .  A t  f i r s t ,  h e  w a s  t a k e n  h a l f  w a y  b y  b u s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r
h a l f w a y  b y  p r i v a t e  c a r  t o  C h a t t o g r a m  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  H o s p i t a l ,  b e f o r e  b e i n g
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  D h a k a  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  H o s p i t a l .  T h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  t r u c k  p a i d
f o r  h i s  t r e a t m e n t  d u r i n g  o n e  m o n t h  a n d  t h e n  s u d d e n l y  s t o p p e d .  H a s i m
r e v e a l e d  t h e r e  w e r e  t w o  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  o f  h i s  a g e  d o i n g  t h e  s a m e  j o b .
W h i l s t  H a s i m ’ s  a c c i d e n t  d i d  n o t  h a p p e n  i n s i d e  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d ,  t h e
t r a n s p o r t  o f  m e t a l s  o r i g i n a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  s h i p s  i s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e
s e c t o r  a s  t h e  r e c y c l i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  d o  n o t   s t o p  a t  t h e  y a r d  g a t e .  T h e  v i o l a t i o n
o f  h u m a n  r i g h t s  o c c u r s  n o t  o n l y  i n s i d e  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  b u t  a l s o
d u r i n g  t h e  d o w n s t r e a m  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  h a z a r d o u s  a n d  n o n - h a z a r d o u s
m a t e r i a l s  f r o m  s h i p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s e c o n d h a n d  m a r k e t s  a n d  a t  t h e  r e - r o l l i n g
m i l l s .   
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A n a n y a  M u k h e r j e e  a n d  B h a v n a  S h r i  H a r s h a

T h e  a r t i c l e  h i g h l i g h t s  a l r e a d y  e x i s t e n t  e v i d e n c e  o n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
p o l l u t i o n  i n  I n d i a  a n d  a n a l y s e s  t h e  w e a k n e s s e s  o f  I n d i a n  l e g i s l a t i o n
r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  i n d u s t r y  ( “ R e c y c l i n g  o f  S h i p s  A c t ”  2 0 1 9 )  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e
d i s c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  g r o u n d  r e a l i t i e s  a n d  p o l i c i e s .  T h e  a u t h o r s ’
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  a  p o s s i b l e  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s ;  a
p u b l i c - p r i v a t e  p a r t n e r s h i p  t o  e n s u r e  a  b e t t e r  s t a n d a r d  o f  c a r e  a n d  s a f e t y ;
e x t e n s i v e  t r a i n i n g  a n d  s t a n d a r d i s e d  p r o t e c t i v e  g e a r ;  c l e a n  t e c h n o l o g i e s ;  a
s t r i c t  a d h e r e n c e  t o  a p p r o v e d  c h a n n e l s  o f  w a s t e - m a n a g e m e n t ;
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  c o m m i t t e e s ;  l e a r n i n g  f r o m  t h e  E U  S R R ;  a  f i n a n c i a l
i n c e n t i v e ;  s t r i c t e r  p e n a l t i e s  t h a t  n e e d  t o  b e  i m p o s e d  b y  c o u r t s  a n d
e n f o r c e m e n t  a u t h o r i t i e s ;  a n d  h u m a n  r i g h t s ’  d u e  d i l i g e n c e .  

M a r i n e  P o l l u t i o n  a n d  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  I n d u s t r y  –  C h a l l e n g e s  a n d
M i t i g a t i o n - O p t i o n s ”  

M a r t i n  D i k t o f

T h e  w e b s i t e  a n d  b l o g  o f  M a r t i n  D i k t o f  i s  a  m u s t - r e a d  f o r  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d
i n  a s b e s t o s  r e l a t e d  i s s u e s  a s  h e  o f f e r s  v a l u a b l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  t o o l s  t o
d e e p e n  i n t o  t h e  i s s u e .  H i s  r e s e a r c h  o n  a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d  m a t t e r s  s t a r t e d
a f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r  p a s s e d  a w a y  f r o m  m e s o t h e l i o m a  i n  1 9 8 1 .  I n t e g r a t e d  i n  h i s
M a s t e r  i n  H i s t o r y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C o l o r a d o ,  M a r t i n  h a s  r e c e n t l y
c o n c l u d e d  h i s  s e c o n d  r e s e a r c h  t h e s i s  e n t i t l e d  “ A s b e s t o s - R e l a t e d  I s s u e s
I m p a c t i n g  B a n g l a d e s h  S h i p b r e a k i n g  L a b o r e r s ” .  H i s  f i r s t  r e s e a r c h  t h e s i s
a n a l y s e d  w h e t h e r  t h e  S p a c e  S h u t t l e  C h a l l e n g e r ’ s  1 9 8 6  t r a g e d y  w a s  c a u s e d
b y  a n  a s b e s t o s  s u b s t i t u t e  t h a t  f a i l e d .  

R E S E A R C H  &  R E A D I N G S

https://maritimeindia.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Public-International-Maritime-Law-2.pdf#page=48
https://maritimeindia.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Public-International-Maritime-Law-2.pdf#page=48
https://maritimeindia.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Public-International-Maritime-Law-2.pdf%23page=48
https://theasbestosblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Asbestos-Bangladesh-Shipbreaking-582023.pdf
https://theasbestosblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Asbestos-Bangladesh-Shipbreaking-582023.pdf
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A s b e s t o s  R e l a t e d  I s s u e s  I m p a c t i n g  B a n g l a d e s h  S h i p b r e a k i n g  L a b o r e r s :
A n y  I n p u t  i n  A d v a n c e ?  
A s b e s t o s  o n  S h i p s :  N o t  j u s t  f o r  i n s u l a t i o n
A s b e s t o s :  D e v e l o p i n g  C o u n t r i e s  V e r s u s  D e v e l o p e d  C o u n t r i e s .  A
S n a p s h o t  f r o m  2 0 0 0  f o r  B a n g l a d e s h  
B r e a k i n g  S h i p s  a n d  A s b e s t o s  
A s b e s t o s  +  T h e  M o s t  D a n g e r o u s  J o b  o n  t h e  P l a n e t  
W h y  S h i p  B r e a k i n g  i s  a n  E x p o r t  f o r  D e v e l o p e d  C o u n t r i e s  a n d  a n  I m p o r t
f o r  t h o s e  w h i c h  a r e  U n d e r d e v e l o p e d :  A s b e s t o s  M a k e s  a  D i f f e r e n c e  
S h i p  B r e a k i n g  i n  B a n g l a d e s h :  E x p o r t i n g  t h e  A s b e s t o s  E x p o s u r e  w i t h  n o
W o r k e r  S a f e t y  

S h i p b r e a k i n g  a n d  a s b e s t o s  r e l a t e d  b l o g  a r t i c l e s :

T h e  A s b e s t o s  B l o g

 

O U R  R E P O R T S

N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m

B r e a k i n g  O u t :  A n c h o r i n g  C i r c u l a r  I n n o v a t i o n  f o r  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  ( 2 0 2 2 )

T h e  T o x i c  T i d e  -  D a t a  a n d  f i g u r e s  ( 2 0 2 1 )

C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s :  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  m u s t  a l i g n  i t s  w a s t e  s h i p  e x p o r t s
w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d  g r e e n  d e a l  ( 2 0 2 0 )

S t u d y  R e p o r t  o n  C h i l d  L a b o u r  i n  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  S e c t o r  i n  B a n g l a d e s h
( 2 0 1 9 )

B e h i n d  t h e  H y p o c r i s y  o f  B e t t e r  B e a c h e s  ( 2 0 1 9 )

R e c y c l i n g  O u t l o o k .  D e c o m m i s s i o n i n g  o f  N o r t h  S e a  F l o a t i n g  O i l  &  G a s  U n i t s .
( 2 0 1 9 )
 

https://theasbestosblog.com/?p=10791
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https://theasbestosblog.com/?p=10349
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https://theasbestosblog.com/?p=9664
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https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Breaking-Out-Magazine.pdf
https://www.offthebeach.org/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Final-Report-PE_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Shipbreaking-OG-Report_compressed-compressed.pdf


SUPPORT 
OUR WORK

T o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s a f e  a n d  c l e a n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  b e c o m e s  t h e  n o r m ,  a n d  n o t  t h e
e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n f o r m  p o l i c y  m a k e r s ,  f i n a n c i a l  a n d
c o r p o r a t e  l e a d e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s .  W i t h  a  b r o a d  b a s e
o f  s u p p o r t  b o t h  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  i n
s h i p  o w n i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  p l a y s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  h u m a n
r i g h t s ,  c o r p o r a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  j u s t i c e .  

W i l l  y o u  j o i n  u s ?  

I f  y o u  s h a r e  o u r  v i s i o n  p l e a s e  m a k e  a  d o n a t i o n
t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  w o r k  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  t o  f i n d  o u t
h o w  w e  c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r !



S i n c e  2 0 0 9 ,  a r o u n d  7 7 5 1  s h i p s  w e r e  s c r a p p e d  i n  S o u t h  A s i a ,  c a u s i n g  a t  l e a s t
4 4 4  d e a t h s  a n d  3 9 2  i n j u r i e s .  T h e  f i g u r e s  o n  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  m u c h
h i g h e r .  O c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s  a r e  n o t  e v e n  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d
a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  m o n i t o r .

WE ARE NOW CALLING FOR YOUR SUPPORT TO HELP INJURED

WORKERS AND ASBESTOS VICTIMS IN BANGLADESH. CHECK OUT

OUR FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN FOR MORE INFORMATION BY

CLICKING HERE OR ON THE IMAGE BELOW.

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign-2021/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign-2021/
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A B O U T  T H I S  R E P O R T

F I N D  U S  O N L I N E

WE THANK THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND THE LIFE PROGRAMME FOR THEIR SUPPORT.


