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Vessels are recycled in facilities that ensure
clean, safe, and just practices that provide
workers with decent jobs. Vessels will be
toxic-free and no longer cause harm to
workers, local communities, or the
environment at end-of-life.

To act as a catalyst for change by
effectively advocating for clean, safe, and
just ship recycling globally. This
necessitates denouncing dirty and
dangerous practices, such as the dumping
of end-of-life vessels on the beaches of
developing countries. Our commitment to
finding sustainable global solutions is based
on the respect of human and workers’
rights and the principles of environmental
justice, producer responsibility, ‘polluter
pays’, and clean production.

V I S I O N  &
M I S S I O N

In this quarterly publication, we inform
about the shipbreaking practices in South
Asia, providing an overview of accidents
that took place on the beaches of
Bangladesh, India and Pakistan, relevant
press media as well as research. We aim to
raise public awareness about the many
negative impacts of shipbreaking in South
Asia as well as developments aimed at the
protection of workers’ rights and the
environment.
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ACC IDENTS
I m p r o v i n g  s a f e t y  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  s e c t o r  i s  c r u c i a l  t o
p r e v e n t  a c c i d e n t s  a n d  p r o t e c t  w o r k e r s '  w e l l - b e i n g .  C u r r e n t l y ,  a c c i d e n t s  a r e
r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  P l a t f o r m  b a s e d  o n  l o c a l  s o u r c e s  a n d  m e d i a  r e p o r t s .
H o w e v e r ,  a s  t h e  s e c t o r  s u f f e r s  f r o m  a  s e r i o u s  l a c k  o f  t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  m a n y
i n c i d e n t s  l i k e l y  g o  u n r e p o r t e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  I n d i a  a n d
P a k i s t a n ,  w h e r e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  i n d u s t r y  f a i l  t o  p u b l i s h  d a t a .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e
a b s e n c e  o f  d a t a  o n  o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c a n c e r ,  f u r t h e r
e x a c e r b a t e s  t h e  l a c k  o f  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  t o w a r d s  w o r k e r s  a n d  l e a d s  t o  t h e
w o r k e r s  b e i n g  e x p o s e d  t o  t o x i c s  u n k n o w i n g l y  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s .

BANGLADESH

O n  1 3  M a y ,  M d  M i z a n u r  R a h m a n ,  a  c u t t e r  m a n ,  f e l l  f r o m  t h e  t o p  o f  a  s h i p .
H e  b r o k e  h i s  l e g  a n d  i n j u r e d  h i s  h e a d .  T h e  a c c i d e n t  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  A P S
C o r p o r a t i o n  o n b o a r d  t h e  H o n g  K o n g - r e g i s t e r e d  v e s s e l  F A R  E A S T  C H E E R
( I M O  9 4 1 3 5 0 9 ) ,  o w n e d  b y  W a n t o n g  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  G r o u p .  M d  M i z a n u r
R a h m a n ’ s  t r e a t m e n t  a t  C h a t t o g r a m  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  H o s p i t a l  ( C M C H )  w a s
p a i d  b y  t h e  y a r d  o w n e r .  

O n  2 1  M a y ,  M d  M o s l i m  ( 5 0 )  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  f o r  r e a s o n s  t h a t  r e m a i n  u n k n o w n  a t
P r i m e  T r a d e  C o r p o r a t i o n .  T h e  w o r k e r  w a s  a  h e l p e r  o n  t h e  s h i p  S I N O K O R
H O N G  K O N G  ( I M O  9 1 4 6 6 6 3 ) ,  o w n e d  b y  S o u t h  K o r e a n  S i n o k o r .

O n  2 8  M a y ,  B o d r u l  I s l a m  ( 5 4 )  s u s t a i n e d  a  l e g  i n j u r y  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  a s  a  f i t t e r
d u r i n g  t h e  d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  t h e  s h i p  S W A R A J Y A  ( I M O  9 1 7 0 4 3 2 ) .  T h e  v e s s e l ,
f o r m e r l y  o w n e d  b y  t h e  I n d i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  s o l d  t o  t h e
c a s h - b u y e r  B e s t  O a s i s ,  w a s  b e a c h e d  a t  S N  C o r p o r a t i o n .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,
2 9  M a y ,  a n o t h e r  a c c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  o n b o a r d  t h e  s a m e  s h i p ,  i n j u r i n g  N a r i o n
( 3 6 )  o n  h i s  h a n d .
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D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  B A N G L A D E S H

F O R E S T  L A N D  L E A S E D  T O  K O H I N O O R  S T E E L  
O n  1 4  F e b r u a r y ,  2 0 2 2 ,  K o h i n o o r  S t e e l  w a s  g r a n t e d  a  l e a s e  f o r  f i v e  a c r e s  o f
l a n d  d e s p i t e  o b j e c t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  F o r e s t  D e p a r t m e n t .  F o r e s t  o f f i c i a l s  a l l e g e d
t h a t  t h e  l e a s e  w a s  s e c u r e d  b a s e d  o n  t h e  f a l s e  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  w a s
l o c a t e d  i n  N o r t h  S a l i m p u r ,  a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  z o n e .
H e n c e ,  P l a t f o r m ’ s  m e m b e r  B a n g l a d e s h  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  L a w y e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n
( B E L A )  i s s u e d  l e g a l  n o t i c e s  t o  v a r i o u s  p a r t i e s ,  a n d  f i l l e d  a  c o n t e m p t  o f  c o u r t
p l e a  f o r  r e - l e a s i n g  t h e  l a n d .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  t h e  l e a s e  h a s  b e e n  c a n c e l l e d  t w i c e
b y  t h e  H i g h  C o u r t .  D e s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  o n  2 6  A p r i l ,  K o h i n o o r ’ s  o w n e r ,  A b u l
K a s h e m ,  r e g a i n e d  t h e  f i v e - a c r e  c o a s t a l  l a n d  i n  C h a t t o g r a m ' s  S i t a k u n d a  a f t e r
a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n a l  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  C h a t t o g r a m .  T h e  D i v i s i o n a l
C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  M d  T o f a y e l  I s l a m ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  K o h i n o o r ' s  l e a s e  w a s
r e i n s t a t e d  a f t e r  p r o p e r  r e v i e w  a n d  s c r u t i n y  o f  t h e  d o c u m e n t s .  T h i s  a p p e a l
w a s  a g a i n s t  t h e  d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  o f f i c e  d e c i s i o n  t o  c a n c e l  t h e  l e a s e .  

S H I P  C A U G H T  F I R E  A T  A R E F I N  E N T E R P R I S E  Y A R D
O n  1 8  M a y ,  a  s h i p  t h a t  w a s  b e i n g  s c r a p p e d  a t  A r e f i n  E n t e r p r i s e
s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  i n  B h a t i a r y ,  S i t a k u n d a  i n  C h a t t o g r a m  c a u g h t  f i r e  a t
4 : 1 0 p m  w h i l e  w o r k e r s  w e r e  c u t t i n g  t h e  s h i p .  T h e  b l a z e  s o o n  e n g u l f e d  t h e
e n g i n e  r o o m  o f  t h e  s h i p .  S i n c e  t h e r e  w a s  o i l  i n  t h e  e n g i n e  r o o m ,  i t  t o o k
c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e  t o  e x t i n g u i s h  t h e  f i r e .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  n o  c a s u a l t i e s  w e r e
r e p o r t e d .  

W O R K E R S  D E M A N D  M I N I M U M  W A G E S  
T h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  W o r k e r s  T r a d e  U n i o n  F o r u m  o r g a n i s e d  a  h u m a n  c h a i n  i n
C h a t t o g r a m  t o  d e m a n d  t h e  m i n i m u m  m o n t h l y  w a g e  o f  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s
t o  b e  s e t  a t  T k  2 0 . 0 0 0 .  T h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  m i n i m u m  w a g e  f o r
s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  i n  2 0 1 8 ,  b u t  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  e n f o r c e d .
O n c e  a g a i n ,  t h e  w o r k e r s  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  E i d - u l - A d h a  b o n u s ,  m a r k i n g  a
s i g n i f i c a n t  M u s l i m  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  b e  p a i d  b y  1 0  J u n e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  f u l l  s a l a r y
f o r  M a y  a n d  a  p a r t i a l  s a l a r y  f o r  J u n e .  T h e y  u r g e d  t h e  D i r e c t o r a t e  o f
I n s p e c t i o n  o f  F a c t o r i e s  a n d  I n s t i t u t i o n s  ( D I F E )  t o  e n s u r e  t h e s e  p a y m e n t s  a r e
m a d e .  

https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/environment/forest-land-leased-shipbreaker-despite-court-ban-847391
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/scrap-ship-catches-fire-sitakunda-shipbreaking-yard-854416
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-demand-new-wage-board-budget-allocation-rationing-system-865191


I N T E R N A T I O N A L  L A B O U R  L A W S
O N  S H I P B R E A K I N G  I N  S O U T H  A S I A

S h i p b r e a k i n g ,  a c k n o w l e d g e d  b y  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L a b o u r  O r g a n i s a t i o n  ( I L O )
a s  a m o n g  t h e  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  o c c u p a t i o n s  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  i s  w e l l  k n o w n  f o r  i t s
p o o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  s a f e t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h e a l t h  r e c o r d .  I n  B a n g l a d e s h ,
I n d i a  a n d  P a k i s t a n  t h e r e  a r e  a  s e t  o f  r u l e s  t h a t  g o v e r n  s h i p b r e a k i n g
a c t i v i t i e s ,  y e t  p o o r  e n f o r c e m e n t  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  s e c t o r  a l l o w e d  t o  o p e r a t e
i n  b r e a c h  o f  t h e s e  r u l e s .  T h e  t h r e e  S o u t h  A s i a n  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  f u r t h e r m o r e
n o t  r a t i f i e d  a l l  I L O  C o n v e n t i o n s  a i m e d  a t  p r o t e c t i n g  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h u s  l e a v e
s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  i n  a  v u l n e r a b l e  p o s i t i o n .  

I n  2 0 0 4 ,  t h e  I L O  i n t r o d u c e d  g u i d e l i n e s  e n t i t l e d  " S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h  i n  S h i p
D i s p o s a l  f o r  A s i a  a n d  T u r k e y , "  a i m e d  a t  e n s u r i n g  s a f e  p r a c t i c e s  w i t h i n  t h e
s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  u n d e r  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h e  I L O ' s  D e c e n t  W o r k
A g e n d a .  F o c u s e d  o n  o c c u p a t i o n a l  s a f e t y ,  h e a l t h ,  a n d  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,
t h e s e  g u i d e l i n e s  a r e  n o t  l e g a l l y  b i n d i n g  a n d  a r e  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  r e p l a c e
n a t i o n a l  l a w s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  o f f e r  v a l u a b l e  g u i d a n c e  t o
p o l i c y m a k e r s ,  a i d i n g  i n  t h e  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  I L O
s t a n d a r d s ,  o c c u p a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s ,  a n d  r e l e v a n t
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  b y  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  e n t i t i e s  a n d  c o m p e t e n t
a u t h o r i t i e s .  

N o n e  o f  t h r e e  S o u t h  A s i a n  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  a n  e f f e c t i v e  a n d
o f f i c i a l  m o n i t o r i n g  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  r e p o r t i n g ,  r e c o r d i n g ,  n o t i f i c a t i o n ,
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  w o r k - r e l a t e d  i n j u r i e s  a n d  d i s e a s e s ,  i l l
h e a l t h ,  a n d  i n c i d e n t s ,  n o r  i s  t h e r e  a n y  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s
r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  i n d u s t r y  s u c h  a s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a s b e s t o s i s  o r  l u n g  c a n c e r .
T h e r e  i s  f u r t h e r m o r e  o f t e n  a  l a c k  o f  f i r s t  a i d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a d e q u a t e  e m e r g e n c y
r e s p o n s e ,  a n d  r e s c u e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  e x a c e r b a t i n g  t h e  r i s k s  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a n
a c c i d e n t .   
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https://www.ilo.org/resource/ship-breaking-hazardous-work-0
https://www.ilo.org/resource/other/safety-and-health-shipbreaking-guidelines-asian-countries-and-turkey
https://www.ilo.org/resource/other/safety-and-health-shipbreaking-guidelines-asian-countries-and-turkey
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T h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  r e l i e s  m o s t l y  o n  t e m p o r a r y  a n d  m i g r a n t  w o r k e r s
s u p p l i e d  b y  u n s c r u p u l o u s  c o n t r a c t o r s .  W o r k e r s  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y
o f  S o u t h  A s i a  t h u s  l a c k  e m p l o y m e n t  c o n t r a c t s ,  d e p r i v i n g  t h e m  o f  e s s e n t i a l
s o c i a l  p r o t e c t i o n s .  T h e s e  p r o t e c t i o n s  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  b e n e f i t s  f o r  i n j u r i e s ,
s i c k n e s s ,  t e m p o r a r y  a n d  p e r m a n e n t  d i s a b i l i t y  t h r o u g h  w o r k e r s ’
c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  a c c i d e n t s  a n d  d i s e a s e s ,  a n d  c o m p e n s a t i o n
f o r  s u r v i v o r s  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  w o r k - r e l a t e d  d e a t h s .  T h e s e  b e n e f i t s  s h o u l d  b e
e x t e n d e d  t o  a l l  w o r k e r s  i n  s h i p b r e a k i n g ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  e m p l o y m e n t
s t a t u s .  I n  I n d i a ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  p a y m e n t  o f  g r a t u i t y  a n d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n  c a s e
o f  a c c i d e n t s  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  u p  b y  t h e  u n i o n  o n  c a s e  b y  c a s e  b a s i s  ( 1 ) .

T h e  s u r p l u s  l a b o u r  s u p p l y  i n  S o u t h  A s i a ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  i n a d e q u a t e  a w a r e n e s s
o f  a c c i d e n t  r i s k s  a n d  t h e  h a r m f u l  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,
e x p o s e s  w o r k e r s  t o  p o t e n t i a l l y  h a z a r d o u s  e n v i r o n m e n t s  w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e
p r o t e c t i o n .  W a g e s  d o  n o t  c o v e r  m e d i c a l  e x p e n s e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e s t o r e
w o r k e r s '  h e a l t h  i f  t h e y  f a l l  i l l  d u r i n g  t h e i r  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  t h e  c o s t s  o f
o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s ,  w h i c h  u s u a l l y  m a n i f e s t  m a n y  y e a r s  l a t e r .  R e s e a r c h
h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  8 9 %  o f  w o r k e r s  l e a v e  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  b e f o r e  c o m p l e t i n g  t e n
y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e ,  p r i m a r i l y  d u e  t o  h e a l t h  d e t e r i o r a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  p r o f i t -
d r i v e n  s h i p y a r d  o w n e r s  i n  S o u t h  A s i a  h a v e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  e x p l o i t e d  m i n i m a l
l e g a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  t o  c o n d u c t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  o n  o p e n  b e a c h e s ,
f o r e g o i n g  s a f e r  a n d  m o r e  t e c h n i c a l l y  s o u n d  d i s m a n t l i n g  m e t h o d s  t o  r e d u c e
c o s t s  a n d  m a x i m i z e  p r o f i t s ,  o f t e n  u n d e r  t h e  a r g u m e n t  o f  p r o v i d i n g
e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  i m p o v e r i s h e d .  

(1) According to findings from the ILO in November 2022.

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/25725084.2021.1921994
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/25725084.2021.1921994


P H Y S I C A L ,  B I O L O G I C A L  A N D  P S Y C H O L O G I C A L  H A Z A R D S

P h y s i c a l  H a z a r d s :  W o r k e r s  a r e  e x p o s e d  t o  s i g n i f i c a n t  p h y s i c a l  d a n g e r s
s u c h  a s  f a l l i n g  o b j e c t s ,  h e a v y  m a c h i n e r y  a c c i d e n t s ,  s l i p s ,  a n d  f a l l s ,  w h i c h
c a n  r e s u l t  i n  s e v e r e  i n j u r i e s  o r  f a t a l i t i e s .

C h e m i c a l  E x p o s u r e :  T h e  d i s m a n t l i n g  p r o c e s s  e x p o s e s  w o r k e r s  t o
h a z a r d o u s  c h e m i c a l s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  l o n g - t e r m  h e a l t h  i s s u e s  i n c l u d i n g
r e s p i r a t o r y  p r o b l e m s ,  c a n c e r ,  a n d  n e u r o l o g i c a l  d i s o r d e r s .

D u s t  I n h a l a t i o n :  I n h a l a t i o n  o f  d u s t  p a r t i c l e s  d u r i n g  s h i p b r e a k i n g
a c t i v i t i e s  c a n  c a u s e  r e s p i r a t o r y  p r o b l e m s  a n d  o t h e r  h e a l t h  i s s u e s .

N o i s e  P o l l u t i o n :  T o r c h  c u t t e r s  a n d  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y
z o n e s  o f  t h e  y a r d  a r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  h i g h  n o i s e  l e v e l s ,  w h i c h  c a n  c a u s e
h e a r i n g  l o s s  a n d  o t h e r  a u d i t o r y  p r o b l e m s .

N o n - E r g o n o m i c  a n d  T o x i c  E n v i r o n m e n t :  W o r k e r s  a r e  e x p o s e d  t o  n o n -
e r g o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  t o x i c  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  m u s c u l o s k e l e t a l
d i s o r d e r s  a n d  o t h e r  h e a l t h  i s s u e s .  

M e n t a l  a n d  E m o t i o n a l  S t r a i n :  T h e  j o b ' s  p h y s i c a l  d e m a n d s ,  l o n g  w o r k i n g
h o u r s ,  l o w  w a g e s ,  a n d  l a c k  o f  j o b  s e c u r i t y  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  s i g n i f i c a n t
m e n t a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  s t r e s s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  a n x i e t y ,  d e p r e s s i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s .  T h e s e  a r e  o f t e n  i g n o r e d .  

T o x i c  r e s i d u e s ,  c a r r i e d  b y  t i d e s  a n d  h u m i d  a i r ,  i n f i l t r a t e  e n t a n g l e d
c o a s t a l  e c o l o g i e s ,  c a u s i n g  d e t r i m e n t a l  e f f e c t s  o n  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s ,
a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a s  a n d  v i l l a g e s .
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B A N G L A D E S H
I n  2 0 1 1 ,  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  I n d u s t r i e s  o f  B a n g l a d e s h  i n t r o d u c e d  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e g u l a t o r y  f r a m e w o r k  k n o w n  a s  T h e  S h i p - b r e a k i n g  a n d
R e c y c l i n g  R u l e s  2 0 1 1  ( S B R R ) .  T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  w a s  c o m p l e m e n t e d  b y  t h e
e n a c t m e n t  o f  a n o t h e r  c r u c i a l  r e g u l a t i o n  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t
( D o E )  c a l l e d  t h e  H a z a r d o u s  W a s t e  a n d  S h i p - b r e a k i n g  H a z a r d o u s  W a s t e
M a n a g e m e n t  R u l e  2 0 1 1 .  B o t h  r e g u l a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  i n  f o r c e  s i n c e  D e c e m b e r
2 0 1 1 ,  a i m i n g  t o  e n s u r e  c o m p l i a n c e  a n d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y .
H o w e v e r ,  a n d  d e s p i t e  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  o t h e r  l a w s  s u c h  a s  t h e  L a b o u r  A c t
2 0 0 6  a n d  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  A c t  2 0 1 8 ,  e n f o r c e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  l i m i t e d ,
r e s u l t i n g  i n  o n g o i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  b o t h  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  l a b o u r
r i g h t s .  

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  c o m p l a i n t  f i l e d  b y  s e v e r a l  w o r k e r s '  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i n
B a n g l a d e s h  t o  t h e  I L O  i n  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  I L O  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  r o a d m a p  f o r  t h e
B a n g l a d e s h i  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h i s  r o a d m a p  i s  a  t i m e - b o u n d  a c t i o n  p l a n  a i m e d  a t
a d d r e s s i n g  v a r i o u s  i s s u e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  l a b o u r  l a w  r e f o r m s ,  t r a d e  u n i o n
r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  l a b o u r  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  a n d  c o m b a t i n g  a c t s  o f  a n t i -
u n i o n  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  u n f a i r  l a b o u r  p r a c t i c e s ,  a n d  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  w o r k e r s .

F u n d a m e n t a l  C o n v e n t i o n s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  r a t i f i e d
a n d  n o t  r a t i f i e d  b y  B a n g l a d e s h  i n c l u d e :

Ratified by Bangladesh Not Ratified by Bangladesh

- Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining
Convention, 1949, No.98: ratified in 1972

- Freedom of Association and Protection of
the Right to Organise Convention, 1948,
No.87: ratified in 1972

- Minimum Age Convention, 1973, No.138:
ratified in 2022

- Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention,
1999, No.182: ratified in 2001

- Occupational Safety and Health
Convention, 1981, No.155

- Promotional Framework for Occupational
Safety and Health Convention, 2006, No.187

https://moind.portal.gov.bd/sites/default/files/files/moind.portal.gov.bd/legislative_information/52017f63_a708_40d2_a95a_529a01e9bb7c/SBSBR2011.compressed%20(1).pdf
https://www.industriall-union.org/bangladeshs-government-must-sincerely-implement-ilo-roadmap
https://webapps.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:11200:0::NO::P11200_COUNTRY_ID:103500
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 S c h o l a r s  a n d  r e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  l o n g  a d v o c a t e d  f o r  c o m p r e h e n s i v e
l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  g o v e r n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  s e c t o r  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  i n  a l i g n m e n t
w i t h  I L O  g u i d e l i n e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  f i e l d  s u r v e y s  r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e  s t r i n g e n t
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l a w  a r e  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a d h e r e d  t o .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l a t e s t  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  B a n g l a d e s h  r e p o r t  d a t e d  1 6
F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 4 ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  l a c k  o f  c o n c r e t e  a c t i o n  r e g a r d i n g
w o r k e r s '  r i g h t s  a n d  w o r k p l a c e  s a f e t y .  I n  2 0 2 3 ,  I n d u s t r i A L L  r e p o r t e d  t h a t
2 7  p r o p o s e d  u n i o n s ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  I n d u s t r i A L L ’ s  a f f i l i a t e s ,  f i l e d  f o r  u n i o n
r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  b u t  o n l y  8  w e r e  a p p r o v e d  w h i l e  1 9  w e r e  r e j e c t e d .  T h e
r e a s o n  c i t e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o u r  w a s  t h a t  l e s s  t h a n  2 0  p e r c e n t
o f  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  w a s  l i s t e d  a s  p r o p o s e d  m e m b e r s ,  w h i c h  i s  i n c o r r e c t ,
I n d u s t r i A L L  s a y s .  

I t  i s  k n o w n  t h a t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  o w n e r s  d i s c o u r a g e  o r g a n i s i n g  e f f o r t s
i n  t h e i r  y a r d s ,  o f t e n  e n g a g i n g  i n  u n i o n  b u s t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  a b s e n c e  o f
u n i o n s  l e a v e s  w o r k e r s  w i t h o u t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  m a k i n g  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o
a d v o c a t e  f o r  b e t t e r  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  s o c i a l  p r o t e c t i o n .

M o r e o v e r ,  i t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  r e c e n t l y  t h e  c o u r t s  h a v e  s t a r t e d
d e m a n d i n g  n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y  c a r d s  a n d  p a s s p o r t - s i z e d  p h o t o s  f o r  t h e
s u b m i s s i o n  o f  c o u r t  c a s e s ,  w h i c h  w o r k e r s  f i n d  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o
c o m p l y  w i t h  e a c h  t i m e .  T h e  c o u r t s  a r e  t i m e  c o n s u m i n g  a n d  e x p e n s i v e ,
a n d  i n e f f e c t i v e  i n  a i d i n g  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y .  

R e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  l a b o u r e r s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  o f t e n  l a c k  b a s i c  p r i v i l e g e s
a n d  w o r k  l o n g  h o u r s  w i t h o u t  o v e r t i m e  p a y  o r  h o l i d a y s .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e r e
i s  t y p i c a l l y  n o  f o r m a l  e m p l o y m e n t  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  y a r d  m a n a g e m e n t .   

A s  l a b o u r  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i s  l a r g e l y  i n f o r m a l ,  i t  i s
u n r e g u l a t e d  a n d  r a r e l y  s u b j e c t  t o  o c c u p a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y
i n s p e c t i o n s  o r  c o n t r o l s .  B a n g l a d e s h  a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  i l l - e q u i p p e d  t o
c o n d u c t  p r o p e r  i n s p e c t i o n s  o f  e n d - o f - l i f e  s h i p s  b e f o r e  a p p r o v i n g  t h e m
f o r  i m p o r t ,  s o  t h e y  w i l l  o f t e n  r e l y  o n  t h e  s e l l e r  o r  a n o t h e r  o f f s h o r e  t h i r d
p a r t y .

https://espace.curtin.edu.au/bitstream/handle/20.500.11937/94483/94267.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/365501185_Unravelling_Socio-Economic_and_Ecological_Distribution_Conflicts_in_Ship-breaking_in_Bangladesh_for_Addressing_Negative_Externalities_in_Law_and_Policy_Making
https://www.industriall-union.org/bangladeshs-government-must-sincerely-implement-ilo-roadmap
https://www.industriall-union.org/bangladeshs-government-must-sincerely-implement-ilo-roadmap
https://www.industriall-union.org/bangladeshs-government-must-sincerely-implement-ilo-roadmap
https://www.academia.edu/45087404/oward_a_Safe_and_Sustainable_Industry_of_Ship_breaking_International_Initiatives_and_South_Asian_Response
https://www.hrw.org/report/2023/09/28/trading-lives-profit/how-shipping-industry-circumvents-regulations-scrap-toxic
https://www.hrw.org/report/2023/09/28/trading-lives-profit/how-shipping-industry-circumvents-regulations-scrap-toxic
https://www.hrw.org/report/2023/09/28/trading-lives-profit/how-shipping-industry-circumvents-regulations-scrap-toxic
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Ratified by India Not Ratified by India

- Minimum Age Convention, 1973, No.138:
ratified in 2017

- Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention,
1999, No.182: ratified in 2017

- Freedom of Association and Protection of
Right to Organised Convention 1948, No.87

- Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining
Convention 1949, No.98

- Occupational Safety and Health Convention,
1981, No. 155

- Promotional Framework for Occupational
Safety and Health Convention, 2006, No. 187

T h e r e  i s  n o  o v e r a l l  p o l i c y  o n  O c c u p a t i o n a l ,  S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h  ( O S H )  a n d
t h e  w o r k i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  a s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  O c c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  a n d
H e a l t h  C o n v e n t i o n ,  1 9 8 1  ( N o .  1 5 5 ) ,  n o t  y e t  r a t i f i e d  b y  B a n g l a d e s h .
S a f e g u a r d i n g  o c c u p a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  d e c e n t  w o r k i n g
a n d  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  o v e r a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  d u t y  o f  t h e
e m p l o y e r  o f  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  f a c i l i t y ,  a s  p r e s c r i b e d  b y  n a t i o n a l  l a w s  a n d
r e g u l a t i o n s .

I n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  d e s p i t e  c o n s i s t e n t  d e n i a l s  b y  y a r d  o w n e r s ,  a l l  i n t e r v i e w e d
w o r k e r s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  s e c o n d a r y  c u t t i n g  a r e a s  o p e r a t e  i n  a l l  y a r d s  d u r i n g
t h e  n i g h t .

I N D I A
I n  2 0 1 3 ,  I n d i a ' s  M i n i s t r y  o f  S t e e l  i s s u e d  t h e  S h i p  B r e a k i n g  C o d e ,  d e t a i l i n g
p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  a n c h o r a g e ,  b e a c h i n g ,  a n d  r e c y c l i n g ,  a n d  m a n d a t i n g
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n a l  s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s .  T h i s  C o d e ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e
b e a c h i n g  m e t h o d  f o r  s h i p  d i s m a n t l i n g ,  w a s  r e v i s e d  i n  2 0 1 7  t o  a d d r e s s
h a z a r d o u s  s u b s t a n c e  d i s p o s a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  a m i d  c o m p l i a n c e  i s s u e s  a t
A l a n g  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s .  I n  2 0 1 9 ,  I n d i a  a d o p t e d  t h e  H o n g  K o n g  C o n v e n t i o n
( H K C )  a n d  e n a c t e d  t h e  R e c y c l i n g  o f  S h i p s  A c t  2 0 1 9 ,  t o  r e g u l a t e  s h i p
r e c y c l i n g ,  s e t  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  a l i g n  w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o b l i g a t i o n s .  D e s p i t e
g l o b a l  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  b e a c h i n g ,  t h e  A c t  r e t a i n s  t h e  s a m e  m e t h o d o l o g y  a s
t h e  2 0 1 3  C o d e ,  f o c u s i n g  o n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  s h i p  o w n e r s  a n d  r e c y c l e r s ,
a n d  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  p l a n s ,  w i t h o u t  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  f u r t h e r
p r o c e s s i n g  o r  d i s p o s a l  o f  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s .

F u n d a m e n t a l  C o n v e n t i o n s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  r a t i f i e d
a n d  n o t  r a t i f i e d  b y  I n d i a  i n c l u d e :

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/SAQU-34.pdf
https://www.dgshipping.gov.in/WriteReadData/CMS/Documents/202107270501246494393Act-2019.pdf
https://webapps.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:11200:0::NO:11200:P11200_COUNTRY_ID:102691
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T h e r e  i s  n o  o v e r a l l  p o l i c y  o n  O H S  a n d  t h e  w o r k i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  a s
r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  O c c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h  C o n v e n t i o n ,  1 9 8 1  ( N o .
1 5 5 ) ,  n o t  y e t  r a t i f i e d  b y  I n d i a .

T h e r e  i s  a  l a c k  o f  e f f e c t i v e  l a b o u r  i n s p e c t i o n s  a s  t h o r o u g h l y  d e s c r i b e d  i n
t h e  I L O  G u i d e l i n e s ,  a n d  c o n f i r m e d  b y  f i e l d w o r k  o f  t h e  I L O  i n  2 0 2 2 .
I n d u s t r i A L L  S h i p b u i l d i n g - S h i p b r e a k i n g  A c t i o n  G r o u p  M e e t i n g  i d e n t i f i e d
s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n s  o n  O H S  a n d  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  d o w n s t r e a m
i n d u s t r y .  

I n  I n d i a ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s  d e c i d e  w h o  w i l l  w o r k  a n d  w h e r e  t o  p l a c e  a n y
c o n t r a c t e d  d a y  l a b o u r e r  a t  a  g i v e n  d a y  o r  t i m e .  T h e  R e c y c l i n g  o f  S h i p s
A c t  2 0 1 9  a l l o w s  y a r d  o w n e r s  t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e i r  l e g a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o
u n i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  u n r e g i s t e r e d  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  p e r p e t u a t i n g  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n
o f  v u l n e r a b l e  w o r k e r s  t o  m i n i m i z e  c o s t s .  N e i t h e r  t h e  S h i p  B r e a k i n g  C o d e
2 0 1 3  ( R e v i s e d )  n o r  t h e  R e c y c l i n g  o f  S h i p s  A c t  2 0 1 9  r e g u l a t e s  c o n t r a c t o r
r e c r u i t m e n t ,  a n d  t h e s e  c o n t r a c t o r s  a r e  o f t e n  u n a b l e  t o  c o v e r  f i n a n c i a l
l i a b i l i t i e s  f o r  a c c i d e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e r i o u s  i n j u r i e s  a n d  c a s u a l t i e s .

I n  I n d i a ,  a c c e s s  t o  b a s i c  h o u s i n g  a m e n i t i e s  s u c h  a s  p o t a b l e  w a t e r ,
s a n i t a t i o n ,  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  d r a i n a g e  s y s t e m s ,  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n
i s  p o o r  ( 2 ) .

T h e  R e c y c l i n g  o f  S h i p s  A c t  2 0 1 9  i n  I n d i a  d o e s  n o t  m a n d a t e  t h e  u s e  o f
p o w e r f u l  c r a n e s ,  h e a v y  m a c h i n e r y ,  o r  a d v a n c e d  t e c h n o l o g y ,  f a i l i n g  t o
d i s c o u r a g e  t h e  r e l i a n c e  o n  i n e x p e n s i v e  m a n u a l  l a b o u r .

(2) According to findings from the ILO in November 2022.

https://www.ilo.org/publications/promoting-decent-work-india-october-december-2022
https://www.academia.edu/45087434/The_Origin_and_Evaluation_of_Ship_Breaking_Regime_of_South_Asia_A_Critical_Perspective_from_Bangladesh
https://www.academia.edu/45087434/The_Origin_and_Evaluation_of_Ship_Breaking_Regime_of_South_Asia_A_Critical_Perspective_from_Bangladesh
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Ratified by Pakistan Not Ratified by Pakistan

- Freedom of Association and Protection of the
Right to Organise Convention 1948, No.87:
ratified in 1951

- Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining
Convention, 1949, No.98: ratified in 1952

- Minimum Age Convention 1973, No.138:
ratified in 2006

- Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention
1999, No.182: ratified in 2017

- Occupational Safety and Health Convention,
1981, No.155 

- Promotional Framework for Occupational
Safety and Health Convention, 2006, No. 187

P A K I S T A N
I n  1 9 7 8 ,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  P a k i s t a n  a n n o u n c e d  s e v e r a l  m e a s u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g
t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  G a d a n i  a s  a  p o r t ,  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  i m p o r t  t a x e s  o n  e n d -
o f - l i f e  s h i p s ,  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  u n i t  t o  a d d r e s s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d
l o g i s t i c s  m a t t e r s .  T h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  B a l o c h i s t a n  u n d e r  t h e  B a l o c h i s t a n
D e v e l o p m e n t  A u t h o r i t y  ( B D A )  A c t  o f  1 9 7 4  c r e a t e d  t h e  “ T h e  B a l o c h i s t a n  S h i p
B r e a k i n g  I n d u s t r y  R u l e s ,  1 9 7 9 ”  t o  r e g u l a r i s e  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  s e c t o r  a s  a n
i n d u s t r y .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a m e n d e d  t o  a l i g n  w i t h
P a k i s t a n ' s  1 9 9 7  E n v i r o n m e n t  A c t ,  r e q u i r i n g  a  t h o r o u g h  r e v i e w .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,
t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  P a k i s t a n  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  o f f i c i a l l y  d e c l a r e d  a n
i n d u s t r y ,  a n d  h a s  s i n c e  t h e n  b e e n  o p e r a t i n g  i n f o r m a l l y .  P a k i s t a n ’ s  r e c o r d  o f
c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a b o u r  s t a n d a r d s  r e m a i n s  a  c h a l l e n g e ,
s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  I L O  C o n v e n t i o n s  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f
a s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  o r g a n i s e ,  a n d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g .  

F u n d a m e n t a l  C o n v e n t i o n s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  r a t i f i e d
a n d  n o t  r a t i f i e d  b y  P a k i s t a n  i n c l u d e :

https://webapps.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:11200:0::NO:11200:P11200_COUNTRY_ID:103166
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T h e r e  i s  n o  o v e r a l l  p o l i c y  o n  O H S  a n d  t h e  w o r k i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  a s
r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  O c c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h  C o n v e n t i o n ,  1 9 8 1  ( N o .
1 5 5 ) ,  n o t  y e t  r a t i f i e d  b y  P a k i s t a n .

T h e  i n d u s t r y  i s  n o t  r e c o g n i s e d  a s  a n  o f f i c i a l  o c c u p a t i o n .  

T h e r e  i s  a  l a c k  o f  e f f e c t i v e  l a b o u r  i n s p e c t i o n s  a s  t h o r o u g h l y  d e s c r i b e d  i n
t h e  I L O  G u i d e l i n e s .  
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I s h t i a q u e  A h m e d

T h i s  a r t i c l e  p r o v i d e s  a n  i n - d e p t h  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  l e g i s l a t i v e
f r a m e w o r k  r e g a r d i n g  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g .  T h e  a u t h o r  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  w h i l e  I n d i a
h a s  a  r i c h  t r a d i t i o n  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  j u r i s p r u d e n c e  f o s t e r e d  b y  j u d i c i a l
a c t i v i s m ,  t h i s  p r o g r e s s  h a s  b e e n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  u n d e r m i n e d  b y  e x e c u t i v e
a p a t h y  a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  p a s s i v i t y ,  d r i v e n  b y  e c o n o m i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  T h e
p r i n c i p a l  i s s u e  i s  t h e  l a c k  o f  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t  b y  t h e  e x e c u t i v e
b r a n c h .  T h i s  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  t h e  S t a t e ’ s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  b r e a c h e s
o f  f u n d a m e n t a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n s ,  a n d  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  S u p r e m e  C o u r t
d i r e c t i v e s  r a i s e s  d o u b t s  a b o u t  t h e  n e w  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e g i m e ’ s  a b i l i t y  t o  a c h i e v e
s u s t a i n a b l e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  i n  I n d i a .  F o r  n o w ,  t h i s  r e m a i n s  a n  u n f u l f i l l e d
e x p e c t a t i o n ,  t h e  a u t h o r  c o n c l u d e s .

T h e  O r i g i n  a n d  E v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  R e g i m e  i n  I n d i a :  A  C r i t i c a l
P e r s p e c t i v e

 2 0 2 4

C a m e l i a  D e w a n  a n d  E l i z a b e t h  A .  S i b i l i a

T h e  a u t h o r s  i n v e s t i g a t e  h o w  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n  S o u t h  A s i a  i n v o l v e s  d i s m a n t l i n g
t o x i c  v e s s e l s  t h a t  r e l e a s e  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  i n t o  c o a s t a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d
w e t l a n d s .  D r a w i n g  f r o m  f i e l d w o r k  w i t h  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  a n d  l o c a l
f i s h i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  t h e y  c o n c e p t u a l i z e  " t o x i c  f l o w s "  t o  t r a c e
t h e  l i v e d  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h o s e  e x p o s e d  t o  i n d u s t r i a l  p o l l u t i o n  f r o m
s h i p b r e a k i n g .  T h e  s t u d y  d i s c u s s e s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a s  a  f o r m  o f  " s t r u c t u r a l
v i o l e n c e "  a n d  e x a m i n e s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  r e c e n t l y  r a t i f i e d  H o n g  K o n g
C o n v e n t i o n  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e s e  t o x i c  f l o w s .  T h e  a u t h o r s  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  w i t h o u t
s t a t e  r e g u l a t o r y  e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  s t r u c t u r a l  v i o l e n c e ,  s u c h  a s
r e d u c e d  l i f e  e x p e c t a n c i e s  d u e  t o  t o x i c  e x p o s u r e ,  r i s k s  b e c o m i n g  e n t r e n c h e d
i n  t h e  l o g i c  o f  o c e a n i c  f o r m s  o f  a c c u m u l a t i o n .

G l o b a l  c o n t a i n m e n t s  a n d  l o c a l  l e a k a g e s :  S t r u c t u r a l  v i o l e n c e  a n d  t h e  t o x i c
f l o w s  o f  s h i p b r e a k i n g

R E S E A R C H  &  R E A D I N G S

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S030438942302215X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S030438942302215X
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O U R  R E P O R T S

N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m

“ T r a d i n g  L i v e s  f o r  P r o f i t :  H o w  t h e  S h i p p i n g  I n d u s t r y  C i r c u m v e n t s  R e g u l a t i o n s  t o
S c r a p  T o x i c  S h i p s  o n  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  B e a c h e s ”  -  I n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  H u m a n
R i g h t s  W a t c h  ( 2 0 2 3 )

B r e a k i n g  O u t :  A n c h o r i n g  C i r c u l a r  I n n o v a t i o n  f o r  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  ( 2 0 2 2 )

T h e  T o x i c  T i d e  -  D a t a  a n d  f i g u r e s  ( 2 0 2 2 )

C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s :  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  m u s t  a l i g n  i t s  w a s t e  s h i p  e x p o r t s
w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d  g r e e n  d e a l  ( 2 0 2 0 )

S t u d y  R e p o r t  o n  C h i l d  L a b o u r  i n  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  S e c t o r  i n  B a n g l a d e s h
( 2 0 1 9 )

B e h i n d  t h e  H y p o c r i s y  o f  B e t t e r  B e a c h e s  ( 2 0 1 9 )

R e c y c l i n g  O u t l o o k .  D e c o m m i s s i o n i n g  o f  N o r t h  S e a  F l o a t i n g  O i l  &  G a s  U n i t s .
( 2 0 1 9 )
 

https://www.hrw.org/node/385988
https://www.hrw.org/node/385988
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Breaking-Out-Magazine.pdf
https://www.offthebeach.org/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Final-Report-PE_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Shipbreaking-OG-Report_compressed-compressed.pdf


SUPPORT 
OUR WORK

T o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s a f e  a n d  c l e a n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  b e c o m e s  t h e  n o r m ,  a n d  n o t  t h e
e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n f o r m  p o l i c y  m a k e r s ,  f i n a n c i a l  a n d
c o r p o r a t e  l e a d e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s .  W i t h  a  b r o a d  b a s e
o f  s u p p o r t  b o t h  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  i n
s h i p  o w n i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  p l a y s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  h u m a n
r i g h t s ,  c o r p o r a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  j u s t i c e .  

W i l l  y o u  j o i n  u s ?  

I f  y o u  s h a r e  o u r  v i s i o n  p l e a s e  m a k e  a  d o n a t i o n
t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  w o r k  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  t o  f i n d  o u t
h o w  w e  c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r !
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