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Vessels are recycled in facilities that
ensure clean, safe, and just practices
that provide workers with decent jobs.
Vessels will be toxic-free and no longer
cause harm to workers, local
communities, or the environment at
end-of-life.

To act as a catalyst for change by
effectively advocating for clean, safe,
and just ship recycling globally. This
necessitates denouncing dirty and
dangerous practices, such as the
dumping of end-of-life vessels on the
beaches of developing countries. Our
commitment to finding sustainable
global solutions is based on the respect
of human and workers’ rights and the
principles of environmental justice,
producer responsibility, ‘polluter pays’,
and clean production.

V I S I O N  &
M I S S I O N

In this quarterly publication, we inform
about the shipbreaking practices in
South Asia, providing an overview of
accidents that took place on the
beaches of Bangladesh, India and
Pakistan, relevant press media as well
as research. We aim to raise public
awareness about the many negative
impacts of shipbreaking in South Asia
as well as developments aimed at the
protection of workers’ rights and the
environment.
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ACC IDENTS
I m p r o v i n g  s a f e t y  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  s e c t o r  i s  c r u c i a l  t o
p r e v e n t  a c c i d e n t s  a n d  p r o t e c t  w o r k e r s '  w e l l - b e i n g .  C u r r e n t l y ,  a c c i d e n t s  a r e
r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  P l a t f o r m  b a s e d  o n  l o c a l  s o u r c e s  a n d  m e d i a  r e p o r t s .
H o w e v e r ,  a s  t h e  s e c t o r  s u f f e r s  f r o m  a  s e r i o u s  l a c k  o f  t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  m a n y
i n c i d e n t s  l i k e l y  g o  u n r e p o r t e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  I n d i a  a n d
P a k i s t a n ,  w h e r e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  i n d u s t r y  f a i l  t o  p u b l i s h  d a t a .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e
a b s e n c e  o f  d a t a  o n  o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c a n c e r ,  f u r t h e r
e x a c e r b a t e s  t h e  l a c k  o f  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  t o w a r d s  w o r k e r s  a n d  l e a d s  t o  t h e
w o r k e r s  b e i n g  e x p o s e d  t o  t o x i c s  u n k n o w i n g l y  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s .

BANGLADESH

O n  3  J u l y ,  a  p i p e  e x p l o s i o n  i n  t h e  e n g i n e  r o o m  o f  t h e  v e s s e l  Y I L D I Z L A R  2
( I M O  9 1 4 5 6 9 5 ) ,  o w n e d  b y  t h e  T u r k i s h  s h i p p i n g  c o m p a n y  P a s i f i k  L o j i s t i k
G r u b u ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  b u r n  i n j u r i e s  t o  f o u r  w o r k e r s  a t  t h e  F o u r  S t a r
s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d .  T h e  i n j u r e d  w o r k e r s  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  A m i n u l  ( 3 2 ) ,
B o d u j a m a n  ( 3 7 ) ,  J a h i n g i r  A l o m  ( 4 3 ) ,  a n d  H a i b u r  R a h m a n .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e
i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  w o r k e r s  w e r e  t a k e n  t o  a  m e d i c a l  c e n t r e  i n  C h i t t a g o n g  f o r
t r e a t m e n t ,  w i t h  a l l  m e d i c a l  e x p e n s e s  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  y a r d ' s  o w n e r .  

O n  2 1  A u g u s t ,  I f t e k e r  U d d i n  ( 4 7 ) ,  a  c u t t e r  s u p e r v i s o r ,  w a s  i n j u r e d  w h i l e
w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  v e s s e l  J A L  G A M I N I  ( I M O  9 1 8 8 7 8 8 ) ,  b e a c h e d  a t  S N
C o r p o r a t i o n  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  i n  M a d a m b i b i r .  U d d i n  s u s t a i n e d  a  l e g  i n j u r y
f r o m  a  f a l l  w h i l e  s u p e r v i s i n g  c u t t i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  o n  t h e  s h i p .
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O n  2 2  A u g u s t ,  Z a b e d  ( 6 0 ) ,  a  b u s i n e s s  m a n ,  s u s t a i n e d  i n j u r i e s  w h e n
c h e m i c a l s  h e  h a d  p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  S N  C o r p o r a t i o n  y a r d  ( L a l b a g  p l o t )
s u d d e n l y  e x p l o d e d .  Z a b e d  h a d  v i s i t e d  t h e  y a r d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  b u y  t h e s e
m a t e r i a l s  w h e n  t h e  a c c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d .  T h e  c h e m i c a l s  o r i g i n a t e d  f r o m  t h e
d e c o m m i s s i o n e d  v e s s e l  G R A C E  E N E R G Y  ( I M O  8 7 0 2 9 4 1 ) ,  o w n e d  b y  S o u t h
K o r e a n  c o m p a n y  S i n o k o r .  

O n  7  S e p t e m b e r ,  a  d e v a s t a t i n g  e x p l o s i o n  i n  a  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  i n
C h a t t o g r a m  c a u s e d  b u r n  i n j u r i e s  t o  t w e l v e  w o r k e r s .  T h e  e x p l o s i o n  o c c u r r e d
i n  t h e  p u m p  r o o m  w h i l e  w o r k e r s  w e r e  c u t t i n g  p i p e s  o n  b o a r d  t h e  S A W R A J Y A
( I M O  9 1 7 0 4 3 2 ) ,  p r e v i o u s l y  o w n e d  b y  t h e  S h i p p i n g  C o r p o r a t i o n  o f  I n d i a ,
t h e n  s o l d  i n  M a r c h  2 0 2 3  t o  l a s t  V o y a g e  D M C C ,  a  s u b s i d i a r y  o f  c a s h  b u y e r
B e s t  O a s i s .  I n d u s t r i A L L  a f f i l i a t e s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t ,  j u s t  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e
e x p l o s i o n ,  a  f i r e  h a d  b r o k e n  o u t  a b o a r d  t h e  s h i p  d u r i n g  p i p e - c u t t i n g
o p e r a t i o n s .  A l t h o u g h  m a n a g e m e n t  i n i t i a l l y  h a l t e d  w o r k  i n  t h a t  s e c t i o n ,  i t
w a s  r e s u m e d  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  t r a g i c  i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d .  S i x  o f  t h e  t w e l v e
w o r k e r s  h a v e  d i e d ,  a n d  f o u r  o t h e r s  r e m a i n  i n  c r i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n .  T h e  w o r k e r s
i n j u r e d  b y  t h e  a c c i d e n t  s u f f e r e d  c r i t i c a l  b u r n s  c o v e r i n g  t o  8 0  %  t o  9 0 %  o f
t h e i r  b o d i e s .  T h e  i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  a t  S N  C o r p o r a t i o n  U n i t - 2 ,  a  f a c i l i t y  t h a t
r e c e i v e d  a  S t a t e m e n t  o f  C o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  H o n g  K o n g  C o n v e n t i o n  ( H K C ) ,
w i t h  a t  l e a s t  1 4  d e a t h s  a n d  2 2  i n j u r i e s  r e p o r t e d  a t  t h e  y a r d s  o w n e d  b y  t h i s
c o m p a n y  s i n c e  2 0 1 0 .  
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https://www.tradewindsnews.com/casualties/explosion-rips-through-tanker-leaving-worker-dead-and-others-injured-in-key-ship-recycling-hub/2-1-1706104
https://www.industriall-union.org/deadly-explosion-at-shipyard-in-bangladesh
https://www.industriall-union.org/deadly-explosion-at-shipyard-in-bangladesh
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/explosion-sn-corporations-shipbreaking-yard-9-deaths-8-incidents-over-10-years-936751
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/explosion-sn-corporations-shipbreaking-yard-9-deaths-8-incidents-over-10-years-936751
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/issues-of-interest/the-law/hkc-soc/
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D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  B A N G L A D E S H

N G O  S H I P B R E A K I N G  P L A T F O R M  A N D  H U M A N  R I G H T S  W A T C H  I S S U E
J O I N T  P R E S S  R E L E A S E  A F T E R  E X P L O S I O N  A T  H K C  C O M P L I A N T  Y A R D

H u m a n  R i g h t s  W a t c h  a n d  t h e  N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m  c o n d e m n  t h e
e x p l o s i o n  o n  t h e  o i l  t a n k e r  S A W R A J Y A  ( I M O  9 1 7 0 4 3 2 ) ,  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  o n  7
S e p t e m b e r ,  2 0 2 4 ,  a t  S . N .  C o r p o r a t i o n  U n i t - 2 .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  a c c i d e n t ,
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  I n d u s t r i e s  ( M o I )
s u s p e n d e d  S N  C o r p o r a t i o n ’ s  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C l e a r a n c e  C e r t i f i c a t e  a n d
e s t a b l i s h e d  a n  e i g h t - m e m b e r  c o m m i t t e e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  w h i c h
h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  b o t h  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  f a i l u r e s  a s  c a u s e s  o f  t h e
e x p l o s i o n .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  M o I  i m p o s e d  a  f i n e  o f  T k 2 6  l a k h  ( a r o u n d
€ 2 2 , 4 0 0 ) ,  h a l t e d  t h e  y a r d  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  t h r e e  m o n t h s ,  d e m a n d e d  t h e
p a y m e n t  o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n  o f  T k 7  l a k h  ( a r o u n d  € 6 0 0 0 )  t o  e a c h  f a m i l y  o f  t h e
d e c e a s e d  w o r k e r s  a n d  t o  c o m p e n s a t e  t h e  i n j u r e d  w o r k e r s  w i t h  1 2  m o n t h s ’
s a l a r y .  

T h e  e x p l o s i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  j u s t  m o n t h s  a f t e r  N i p p o n  K a i j i  K y o k a i  c e r t i f i e d  t h e
y a r d  a g a i n s t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M a r i t i m e  O r g a n i z a t i o n ’ s  H K C ,  w h i c h  i s  s e t  t o
t a k e  e f f e c t  o n  2 6  J u n e ,  2 0 2 5 .  T h i s  t r a g i c  i n c i d e n t  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  o n g o i n g
f a i l u r e s  o f  b o t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  i n a d e q u a t e
o v e r s i g h t ,  a n d  w e a k  l a b o u r  r i g h t s  p r o t e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y .
H u m a n  R i g h t s  W a t c h ,  t h e  N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m ,  a n d  o t h e r  r i g h t s  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  h a v e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  c r i t i c i s e d  t h e  H K C  f o r  i t s
w e a k  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s .  T h e y  u r g e d  c o u n t r i e s  a t t e n d i n g
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M a r i t i m e  O r g a n i z a t i o n ’ s  M a r i n e  E n v i r o n m e n t  P r o t e c t i o n
C o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  o n  3 0  S e p t e m b e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  B a n g l a d e s h ,  t o  a f f i r m  t h a t
t h e  H K C  c a n  n o t  r e p l a c e  t h e  m o r e  s t r i n g e n t  B a s e l  C o n v e n t i o n  o n  t h e
C o n t r o l  o f  T r a n s b o u n d a r y  M o v e m e n t s  o f  H a z a r d o u s  W a s t e s  a n d  T h e i r
D i s p o s a l ,  w h i c h  a p p l i e s  t o  e n d - o f - l i f e  s h i p s  a n d  p r o v i d e s  s t r o n g e r
r e g u l a t o r y  c o n t r o l .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  t r a g e d y ,  B a n g l a d e s h ' s  i n t e r i m
g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u l d  e n f o r c e  t h e  2 0 0 9  H i g h  C o u r t  o r d e r s  t h a t  h a l t e d  t h e
i m p o r t  o f  s h i p s  f o r  r e c y c l i n g  u n t i l  p r o p e r  s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s  f o r  w o r k e r s  w e r e
i n  p l a c e .  T h e  M o I  m u s t  i m m e d i a t e l y  c l o s e  a n y  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  t h a t
e m p l o y  c h i l d  l a b o u r ,  o p e r a t e  a t  n i g h t ,  o r  v i o l a t e  w o r k e r s '  r i g h t s .
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  M i n i s t r y  s h o u l d  s e t  a  t i m e - b o u n d  d i r e c t i v e  f o r  a l l  y a r d s  t o
m o v e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  O F F  T H E  B E A C H ,  a s  t h e  b e a c h i n g  m e t h o d  o f
d i s m a n t l i n g  o b s o l e t e  v e s s e l s  p o s e s  s i g n i f i c a n t  r i s k s  t o  w o r k e r s ,  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .  

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/bangladesh-ship-explosion-exposes-regulatory-failures/
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/sn-corporation-shipbreaking-yard-faces-tk35-lakh-fine-three-month-closure-over-explosion
https://www.industriall-union.org/deadly-explosion-at-shipyard-in-bangladesh
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C R I S I S  I N  T H E  S H I P B R E A K I N G  I N D U S T R Y  I N  C H A T T O G R A M
T h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i s  f a c i n g  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  c h a l l e n g e s ,  m a r k e d  b y  i t s
l o w e s t  i m p o r t  v o l u m e  o f  e n d - o f - l i f e  s h i p s  i n  a  d e c a d e  a s  o f  2 0 2 3 .  W h i l e
t h e r e  w a s  a  s l i g h t  r i s e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  2 0 2 4 ,  t h e  i n d u s t r y ' s  o u t l o o k
r e m a i n s  u n c e r t a i n .  K e y  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h i s  c r i s i s  i n c l u d e  t h e  h i g h
c o s t  o f  t h e  d o l l a r ,  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  b e t w e e n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  l o c a l  m a r k e t s ,
a n d  a  r e d u c e d  n u m b e r  o f  s h i p s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s c r a p p i n g  d u e  t o  r i s i n g  s h i p p i n g
f r e i g h t  c o s t s .  F u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t i n g  w e r e  s t r i n g e n t  c e n t r a l  b a n k  r e g u l a t i o n s
r e q u i r i n g  a p p r o v a l  f o r  o p e n i n g  L e t t e r s  o f  C r e d i t  e x c e e d i n g  $ 3  m i l l i o n .
G e o p o l i t i c a l  t e n s i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  o n g o i n g  R u s s i a - U k r a i n e  w a r ,  t h e  I s r a e l -
P a l e s t i n e  c o n f l i c t ,  a n d  t h e  H o u t h i  a t t a c k  o n  a  m e r c h a n t  s h i p  i n  t h e  R e d  S e a ,
h a v e  f u r t h e r  e x a c e r b a t e d  t h e  i n d u s t r y ' s  c h a l l e n g e s .  T h e s e  f a c t o r s  h a v e
m a d e  s h i p b r e a k e r s  i n  C h a t t o g r a m  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c a u t i o u s  o f  i m p o r t i n g  e n d - o f -
l i f e  v e s s e l s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  o v e r  5 0  s h i p y a r d s  h a v e  s h u t  d o w n  i n  r e c e n t
y e a r s ,  w i t h  a n o t h e r  2 0  c e a s i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p a s t  1 8  m o n t h s .  T h e
r e m a i n i n g  y a r d s  f a c e  s i g n i f i c a n t  u n c e r t a i n t i e s ,  a n d  i n d u s t r y  s t a k e h o l d e r s
f e a r  t h e  s e c t o r  m a y  n o t  s u r v i v e  w i t h o u t  g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  T h e
r e c e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  o f  B a n g l a d e s h i  p o l i t i c s  a n d  t h e  t r a g i c  a c c i d e n t  o f  7
S e p t e m b e r  a t  a  y a r d  w i t h  a  S t a t e m e n t  o f  C o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  H K C  o p e n s  a n
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r y  t o  m o v e  O F F  T H E  B E A C H .  

P L A T F O R M  B O A R D  M E M B E R ,  S Y E D A  R I Z W A N A  H A S A N ,  P A R T  O F  T H E
I N T E R I M  G O V E R N M E N T  O F  B A N G L A D E S H
I n  J u l y  2 0 2 4 ,  n a t i o n w i d e  u n r e s t  e r u p t e d  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  f o l l o w i n g  t h e
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  j o b - q u o t a  s y s t e m  b y  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r
S h e i k h  H a s i n a ' s  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h i c h  r e s e r v e d  o n e - t h i r d  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  j o b s
f o r  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  v e t e r a n s  f r o m  t h e  1 9 7 1  B a n g l a d e s h  L i b e r a t i o n  W a r .  T h i s
d e c i s i o n  s p a r k e d  m a s s  s t u d e n t  p r o t e s t s  a g a i n s t  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  l e a d i n g
t o  v i o l e n t  c l a s h e s  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d e a t h s  o f  a r o u n d  3 0 0  p e o p l e ,
i n c l u d i n g  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  a r r e s t  o f  o v e r  1 , 0 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I n  r e s p o n s e ,
t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s h u t  d o w n  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  c u t  o f f  i n t e r n e t  a c c e s s ,  a n d  i m p o s e d
a  n a t i o n w i d e  c u r f e w  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e  u n r e s t .  O n  5  A u g u s t ,
t h o u s a n d s  o f  p r o t e s t e r s  g a t h e r e d  i n  D h a k a ,  d e m a n d i n g  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r
S h e i k h  H a s i n a ' s  r e s i g n a t i o n .  T h e  p r o t e s t s  r e a c h e d  a  c r i t i c a l  p o i n t ,  f o r c i n g
H a s i n a  t o  r e s i g n  a n d  f l e e  t h e  c o u n t r y  b y  h e l i c o p t e r  f r o m  h e r  r e s i d e n c e .  A s  a
r e s u l t ,  a n  i n t e r i m  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  f o r m e d  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  N o b e l
P e a c e  l a u r e a t e  M u h a m m a d  Y u n u s .  S y e d a  R i z w a n a  H a s a n ,  a  r e n o w n e d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l a w y e r ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  B a n g l a d e s h  E n v i r o n m e n t a l
L a w y e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( B E L A ) ,  a n d  B o a r d  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g
P l a t f o r m ,  w a s  i n v i t e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  n e w  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-yard-explosion-one-more-victim-dies-937001
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/longform/2024/8/7/how-bangladeshs-gen-z-protests-brought-down-pm-sheikh-hasina
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/8/8/muhammad-yunus-takes-oath-as-head-of-bangladeshs-interim-government
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T H E  S I T U A T I O N  S I X  Y E A R S  A F T E R  T H E  M I N I M U M  W A G E  F O R
S H I P B R E A K I N G  W O R K E R S  W A S  S E T
I n  2 0 1 8 ,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  B a n g l a d e s h  a p p r o v e d  a  w a g e  b o a r d  f o r  t h e
s h i p b r e a k i n g  s e c t o r  u n d e r  S e c t i o n  1 4 8  o f  t h e  L a b o u r  A c t ,  i n t r o d u c i n g  a
f o u r - g r a d e  p a y m e n t  s y s t e m .  T h e  m i n i m u m  w a g e  f o r  g r a d e - f o u r  w o r k e r s  w a s
s e t  a t  T k 1 6 , 0 0 0  ( a r o u n d  € 1 3 9 ) ,  w i t h  g r a d e - o n e  w o r k e r s  e a r n i n g  u p  t o
T k 3 1 , 7 5 0  ( a r o u n d  € 2 7 6 ) .  H o w e v e r ,  s i x  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  n o n e  o f  t h e  y a r d  o w n e r s
h a v e  c o m p l i e d  w i t h  t h e  w a g e  b o a r d  s c h e m e .  W o r k e r s  a r e  y e t  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e
m i n i m u m  w a g e  o f  T k 1 6 , 0 0 0 .  C u r r e n t l y ,  a  s h i p  c u t t e r  e a r n s  b e t w e e n
T k 1 2 , 0 0 0  -  T k 1 3 , 0 0 0  ( b e t w e e n  € 1 0 5 - 1 1 3  )  p e r  m o n t h ,  w h i l e  a n  a s s i s t a n t
c u t t e r  i s  p a i d  a s  l i t t l e  a s  T k 9 , 0 0 0 - T k 1 0 , 0 0 0  ( b e t w e e n  € 7 8 - 8 7 ) .  

" S h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  o w n e r s  h a v e  b e e n  e x p l o i t i n g  w o r k e r s  f o r  y e a r s ,  h i r i n g
l a b o u r e r s  o n  c o n t r a c t s  t o  a v o i d  t h e  w a g e  b o a r d ,  m a x i m i s i n g  p r o f i t s  a t  t h e
w o r k e r s '  e x p e n s e . "  s a i d  F a z l u l  K a b i r  M i n t u ,  c o o r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e  B a n g l a d e s h
I n s t i t u t e  o f  L a b o u r  S t u d i e s .  D e s p i t e  r e p e a t e d  v i o l a t i o n s ,  n o n e  o f  t h e  y a r d
o w n e r s  h a v e  f a c e d  l e g a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  n o r  h a v e  t h e y  a d h e r e d  t o  w a r n i n g s
f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I n s p e c t i o n  f o r  F a c t o r i e s  a n d  E s t a b l i s h m e n t s  ( D I F E )
t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  w a g e  b o a r d .

A  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  f r o m  T h e  D a i l y  S t a r  i n t e r v i e w e d  1 5  w o r k e r s ,  a l l  o f  w h o m
c o n f i r m e d  t h e y  a r e  n o t  b e i n g  p a i d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t - m a n d a t e d
w a g e  b o a r d .  " O u r  r e g u l a r  m e a l s  c o n s i s t  o f  l e n t i l s ,  v e g e t a b l e s ,  a n d  e g g s .  I t ' s
h a r d  t o  a f f o r d  m e a t  o r  f i s h  m o r e  t h a n  t w i c e  a  m o n t h  a f t e r  c o v e r i n g  e s s e n t i a l s . "
M o k b u l  H o s s a i n  s a i d  ( 4 8 ) .

" S o m e t i m e s ,  i t ' s  h a r d  t o  a f f o r d  m y  m e d i c i n e  a f t e r  p a y i n g  f o r  o t h e r  e s s e n t i a l s "
A b d u l  L a t i f  ( 5 8 )  a d d e d .  J a m a l  U d d i n ,  a n o t h e r  w o r k e r ,  e x p l a i n e d ,  " M y  d o c t o r
a d v i s e d  m e  t o  e a t  m o r e  p r o t e i n  b e c a u s e  o f  m y  w e a k n e s s ,  b u t  I  c a n ' t  a f f o r d  m i l k
o r  e g g s  a f t e r  c o v e r i n g  m y  o t h e r  e x p e n s e s . "

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  e n f o r c e  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  w a g e
b o a r d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a d j u s t m e n t s  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  t o  t h e  w a g e  s t r u c t u r e  t o
a c c o u n t  f o r  c u r r e n t  i n f l a t i o n ,  e n s u r i n g  w o r k e r s  r e c e i v e  f a i r  w a g e s .

https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/editorial/news/ensure-fair-wage-shipbreaking-workers-3706526
https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/editorial/news/ensure-fair-wage-shipbreaking-workers-3706526
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/six-years-wage-board-yet-be-implemented-3705341
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/six-years-wage-board-yet-be-implemented-3705341
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/six-years-wage-board-yet-be-implemented-3705341
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/six-years-wage-board-yet-be-implemented-3705341
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A L A N G  S H I P B R E A K I N G  I N D U S T R Y  F A C E S  S E V E R E  D E C L I N E
O v e r  8 0 %  o f  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  p l o t s  i n  A l a n g  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  i n  d e c l i n e ,  a n d
t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  m i g r a n t  w o r k f o r c e  h a s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i m i n i s h e d .  " I  h a v e
s i x  p l o t s ,  b u t  o n l y  t w o  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  s h i p s  f o r  r e c y c l i n g .  I n  a  m o n t h ,  e v e n
t h e s e  t w o  p l o t s  w i l l  r u n  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s .  M y  r e v e n u e  h a s  d e c r e a s e d  b y
7 0 % , "  s a y s  M u k e s h  P a t e l ,  c h a i r m a n  o f  S h r e e  R a m  G r o u p .  I n d u s t r y  i n s i d e r s
r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  w o r k f o r c e ,  p r i m a r i l y  c o m p o s e d  o f  m i g r a n t s ,  h a s  d r o p p e d
f r o m  4 0 , 0 0 0 - 6 0 , 0 0 0  t o  j u s t  3 , 5 0 0 .  D u r i n g  t h e  2 0 2 4  V i b r a n t  G u j a r a t  s u m m i t ,
A l a n g  w a s  p r o m i s e d  o v e r  ₹ 1 , 6 0 0  c r o r e  ( a r o u n d  € 1 7 4 . 4 6 8 . 8 5 )  i n  i n v e s t m e n t s ,
m a i n l y  f r o m  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c o m p a n i e s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  c o m m i t m e n t s  h a v e
l a r g e l y  r e m a i n e d  u n f u l f i l l e d .  T h e  p r o p o s e d  p l a n  a i m s  t o  d o u b l e  A l a n g ' s  s h i p -
r e c y c l i n g  c a p a c i t y  f r o m  4 . 5  m i l l i o n  L D T  t o  9  m i l l i o n  L D T  a n d  c r e a t e  a n
a d d i t i o n a l  5 0  p l o t s .

D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  I N D I A

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/logistics/alang-faces-a-year-of-crushing-losses/article68670022.ece


F R E E D O M  O F  S P E E C H  A N D  A S S O C I A T I O N  I N  T H E
S H I P B R E A K I N G  I N D U S T R Y  I N  S O U T H  A S I A

T h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  S o u t h  A s i a — p r i m a r i l y  l o c a t e d  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,
I n d i a ,  a n d  P a k i s t a n — o p e r a t e s  u n d e r  s e v e r e  a n d  e x p l o i t a t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  b o t h
f o r  w o r k e r s  a n d  f o r  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  A n  a s p e c t  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i s e s  t h i s
e x p l o i t a t i o n  i s  t h e  w o r k e r s ’  l a c k  o f  f r e e d o m  o f  s p e e c h ,  e x p r e s s i o n  a n d
a s s o c i a t i o n .  T h e s e  a r e  f u n d a m e n t a l  h u m a n  r i g h t s  p r o t e c t e d  u n d e r  v a r i o u s
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  f r a m e w o r k s ,  i n c l u d i n g  u n d e r  A r t i c l e  1 9  a n d  2 0  o f
t h e  U n i v e r s a l  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  H u m a n  R i g h t s  F r e e d o m  o f  S p e e c h ,  w h i c h  s a y s :

“ E v e r y o n e  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  f r e e d o m  o f  o p i n i o n  a n d  e x p r e s s i o n ;  t h i s  r i g h t
i n c l u d e s  f r e e d o m  t o  h o l d  o p i n i o n s  w i t h o u t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  a n d  t o  s e e k ,  r e c e i v e
a n d  i m p a r t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  i d e a s  t h r o u g h  a n y  m e d i a  a n d  r e g a r d l e s s  o f
f r o n t i e r s .  ( A r t i c l e  1 9 )

“ E v e r y o n e  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  f r e e d o m  o f  p e a c e f u l  a s s e m b l y  a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n .  N o
o n e  m a y  b e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  b e l o n g  t o  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n . ”  ( A r t i c l e  2 0 )

I n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w ,  a c c e s s  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  f r e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  a r e
d e e p l y  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d ,  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r n e t  a n d  d i g i t a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s e r v i n g
a s  p o w e r f u l  a c c e l e r a t o r s  o f  b o t h .  Y e t ,  a l o n g s i d e  t h i s  p r o g r e s s ,  t h e r e  h a s
b e e n  a  s u r g e  i n  a t t e m p t s  t o  c o n t r o l  s p e e c h  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  d r i v e n  b y
g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  p r i v a t e  e n t i t i e s .  T h e s e  e f f o r t s  i n c l u d e  c e n s o r s h i p ,
r e s t r i c t e d  a c c e s s ,  a n d  e v e n  v i o l e n c e  t a r g e t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o s e  v i e w s  o r
i n q u i r i e s  a r e  p e r c e i v e d  a s  t h r e a t e n i n g  o r  u n d e s i r a b l e .

D e s p i t e  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  f r e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n  a s
f u n d a m e n t a l  h u m a n  r i g h t s ,  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  f u n c t i o n s  i n  a  w a y  t h a t
s u p p r e s s e s  w o r k e r s '  a b i l i t y  t o  s p e a k  o u t ,  c r i t i c i s e ,  o r  a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e i r
r i g h t s ,  w h i c h  f u r t h e r  p e r p e t u a t e s  t h e i r  v u l n e r a b i l i t y .  T w o  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d
i s s u e s — t h e  l a c k  o f  u n i o n i s a t i o n  a n d  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  f r e e d o m  o f  s p e e c h —
p r e v e n t  w o r k e r s  f r o m  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  r i g h t s  a n d  p u s h i n g  f o r  n e c e s s a r y
r e f o r m s .  C i v i l  s o c i e t y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  h a v e  p l a y e d ,  a n d  k e e p  p l a y i n g ,  a  v i t a l
r o l e  i n  h i g h l i g h t i n g  c o n c e r n s  r e l a t e d  w i t h  v i o l a t i o n  o f  h u m a n  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r i g h t s ,  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  w o r k e r s ’  r i g h t s ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s a f e t y ,
a n d  s t r i c t e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  a r e
o f t e n  m e t  w i t h  r e s i s t a n c e  f r o m  b o t h  s t a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y
p l a y e r s .  
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BANGLADESH
T h e  f o r m e r  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o f  B a n g l a d e s h ,  S h e i k h  H a s i n a ,  r u l e d  t h e  c o u n t r y
f o r  1 5  y e a r s ,  a  p e r i o d  m a r k e d  b y  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  a l o n g s i d e  w i d e s p r e a d
v i o l e n c e ,  t h e  a r r e s t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o n e n t s ,  a n d  c o n t i n u o u s  h u m a n  r i g h t s
a b u s e s  a g a i n s t  c i v i l  s o c i e t y .  I n  2 0 2 3 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  B a n g l a d e s h  w i t n e s s e d  a
s i g n i f i c a n t  w a v e  o f  m a s s  a r r e s t s  t a r g e t i n g  o p p o s i t i o n  s u p p o r t e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n
p r o t e s t s .  C I V I C U S ,  a n  o r g a n i s a t i o n  m o n i t o r i n g  f r e e d o m  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n ,
p e a c e f u l  a s s e m b l y ,  a n d  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  1 9 8  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  t e r r i t o r i e s ,
c l a s s i f i e d  B a n g l a d e s h  a s  " c l o s e d , "  t h e  m o s t  p r o b l e m a t i c  c a t e g o r y ,  r e f l e c t i n g
s e v e r e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  o p p o s i t i o n  f i g u r e s ,  a c t i v i s t s ,  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s .  I n  t h e
l e a d - u p  t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  i n  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 4 ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o r d e r e d  t h e  a r r e s t
o f  o v e r  1 0 , 0 0 0  o p p o s i t i o n  l e a d e r s  a n d  s u p p o r t e r s .  S i x  m o n t h s  l a t e r ,  a  n e w
w a v e  o f  p r o t e s t s  e r u p t e d  a m o n g  s t u d e n t s  o p p o s i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  j o b  q u o t a s
t h a t  r e s e r v e d  o n e - t h i r d  o f  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f
i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  f o u g h t  i n  t h e  1 9 7 1  w a r  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  T h e s e  p r o t e s t s
e s c a l a t e d  i n t o  v i o l e n c e  f o l l o w i n g  a  b r u t a l  g o v e r n m e n t  c r a c k d o w n  a n d
a t t a c k s  b y  g r o u p s  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  r u l i n g  p a r t y .  T h i s  c r i s i s  m a r k e d  a n
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  s h i f t  i n  B a n g l a d e s h i  p o l i t i c s ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  n e w  i n t e r i m  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  s t a r k  c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  t h e
o p p r e s s i v e  m e a s u r e s  o f  2 0 2 3  a n d  t h e  e x p l o s i v e  p r o t e s t s  o f  2 0 2 4  h i g h l i g h t s
t h e  g r o w i n g  u n r e s t  a n d  d e m a n d  f o r  c h a n g e  w i t h i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  r e v e a l i n g
d e e p - s e a t e d  t e n s i o n s  a n d  t h e  u r g e n t  c a l l  f o r  a  m o r e  d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y .

T h e  f o r m e r  B a n g l a d e s h  g o v e r n m e n t ’ s  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  f r e e  s p e e c h  a n d  m e d i a
f r e e d o m  s t a n d s  i n  f u l l y  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  A r t i c l e  3 9  ( F r e e d o m  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d
c o n s c i e n c e ,  a n d  o f  s p e e c h )  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ’ s  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h i s  s a m e
o p p r e s s i o n  h a s  b e e n  c o n s i s t e n t l y  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n
C h a t t o g r a m ,  B a n g l a d e s h .  S h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  r e p o r t  t h a t  p r o t e s t i n g  u n s a f e
w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  o r  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  u n i o n i s e  o f t e n  r e s u l t s  i n  i m m e d i a t e
d i s m i s s a l ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  f r e e d o m  o f  s p e e c h  a n d
l a b o u r  r i g h t s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h i s  i s  i n  c l e a r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  A r t i c l e  3 8  o f  t h e
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  B a n g l a d e s h  p r o t e c t i n g  f r e e d o m  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n .  T h e y  f u r t h e r
s a y  t h a t  i f  t h e y  p r o t e s t  a b o u t  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  o r  t r y  t o  u n i o n i s e ,  t h e y
s a y  t h e y  a r e  f i r e d .  K a m r u l  ( 3 9 )  r e v e a l e d  “ I f  w o r k e r s  r a i s e  t h e i r  v o i c e ,  t h e y  w i l l
l o s e  t h e i r  j o b s . ” .  A s  A b u l  ( 3 1 )  s a i d ,  “ w e  d o n ’ t  p r o t e s t  a s  t h a t  m i g h t  b r i n g
r e t a l i a t i o n  t o  u s . ” .  M o r e o v e r ,  a c t i v i s t s  c o m p l a i n  t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  s h i p
r e c y c l i n g  y a r d s  h a v e  c r e a t e d  s o - c a l l e d  “ y e l l o w  u n i o n s ”  t h a t  a r e  n o t
g e n u i n e l y  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  a n d  i n s t e a d  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  y a r d  o w n e r s  t o
c o n t r o l  w o r k e r s  a n d  p r e v e n t  t h e m  f r o m  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  u n i o n  o f  t h e i r  c h o i c e .

https://www.france24.com/en/asia-pacific/20240805-iron-lady-sheikh-hasina-ends-15-year-rule-and-flees-bangladesh
https://monitor.civicus.org/globalfindings_2023/
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media_2024/01/World%20Report%202024%20LOWRES%20WEBSPREADS_0.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/8/5/timeline-sheikh-hasinas-reign-ends-after-15-years
http://bdlaws.minlaw.gov.bd/act-367/section-24587.html
https://www.hrw.org/report/2023/09/28/trading-lives-profit/how-shipping-industry-circumvents-regulations-scrap-toxic
http://bdlaws.minlaw.gov.bd/act-367/section-24586.html
https://www.hrw.org/report/2023/09/28/trading-lives-profit/how-shipping-industry-circumvents-regulations-scrap-toxic
https://www.hrw.org/report/2023/09/28/trading-lives-profit/how-shipping-industry-circumvents-regulations-scrap-toxic
https://www.hrw.org/report/2023/09/28/trading-lives-profit/how-shipping-industry-circumvents-regulations-scrap-toxic
https://www.hrw.org/report/2023/09/28/trading-lives-profit/how-shipping-industry-circumvents-regulations-scrap-toxic
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W o r k e r s  a l s o  m e n t i o n  t h a t  i n c r e a s e d  s c r u t i n y  f r o m  j o u r n a l i s t s  a n d  N G O s  o f
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  y a r d s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s  h a s  l e d  t o  a  t i g h t e n i n g  o f
r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  w i t h  p e o p l e  o u t s i d e  t h e  y a r d s  o r  p r o v i d i n g
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  w o r k s i t e s ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  b r i n g
t h e i r  p h o n e s  i n t o  t h e  y a r d .  D r .  S h a h e e n  C h o w d h u r y ,  l a w  p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i t t a g o n g ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  “ e m p l o y e r s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  e m p l o y
p e o p l e  a t  n i g h t  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  e a s i e r  t o  c i r c u m v e n t  m e d i a  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s .  T h e r e
i s  n o  w a t c h d o g g i n g  a t  n i g h t .  I t  i s  a  t e c h n i q u e  t o  a v o i d  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d
s u r v e i l l a n c e ” .  B a n g l a d e s h i  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e  n o t  y e t  a m e n d e d  l a b o u r  l a w s  t o
s a f e g u a r d  w o r k e r s '  r i g h t s  t o  f r e e d o m  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e
b a r g a i n i n g ,  a s  o u t l i n e d  i n  I L O  c o n v e n t i o n s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  T h i s  l a c k
o f  r e f o r m  h a s  a l l o w e d  a n t i - u n i o n  t a c t i c s  b y  y a r d  o w n e r s  a n d  a s s a u l t s  o n
i n d e p e n d e n t  u n i o n  o r g a n i s e r s  t o  p e r s i s t .

G i v e n  t h e  r e c e n t  a n d  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,
w e  a r e  h o p e f u l  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  B a n g l a d e s h  w i l l  t a k e  m e a n i n g f u l
s t e p s  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  e n f o r c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  o n  h u m a n  r i g h t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r i g h t
t o  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  a n d  f r e e d o m  o f  s p e e c h .  E n s u r i n g  t h e s e  f u n d a m e n t a l
r i g h t s  i s  c r u c i a l  f o r  s a f e g u a r d i n g  t h e  d i g n i t y  a n d  w e l f a r e  o f  a l l  c i t i z e n s ,
e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  i n  v u l n e r a b l e  s e c t o r s  o f  s o c i e t y .

“Freedom of speech is the cornerstone of social justice and progress, yet, in the
shipbreaking yards of Bangladesh, this vital right often faces harsh currents. The
voices advocating for safer working conditions, decent work, and environmental
protections must rise above the clamour, as only through active social dialogue we
can forge a path toward sustainable practices that honour workers' rights, ensure a
just transition and a safe environment.

Repon Chowdhury, Director of Bangladesh Occupational Safety, Health and
Environment Foundation (OSHE)

https://www.hrw.org/report/2023/09/28/trading-lives-profit/how-shipping-industry-circumvents-regulations-scrap-toxic
https://www.hrw.org/report/2023/09/28/trading-lives-profit/how-shipping-industry-circumvents-regulations-scrap-toxic
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/bangladesh
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
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INDIA
F r e e d o m  o f  s p e e c h  a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  I n d i a  i s  a n  i n t e g r a n t  p a r t  o f  i t s
C o n s t i t u t i o n  u n d e r  A r t i c l e  1 9 ( 1 ) ( a ) .  H o w e v e r ,  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e  i n c r e a s i n g l y
i n t e n s i f i e d  e f f o r t s  t o  s i l e n c e  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  a c t i v i s t s  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t
j o u r n a l i s t s  t h r o u g h  p o l i t i c a l l y  m o t i v a t e d  c r i m i n a l  c h a r g e s ,  i n c l u d i n g
a c c u s a t i o n s  o f  t e r r o r i s m ,  a i m e d  a t  t h o s e  e x p o s i n g  o r  c r i t i c i s i n g  g o v e r n m e n t
a b u s e s .  U n d e r  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  N a r e n d r a  M o d i  a n d  t h e  B h a r a t i y a  J a n a t a  P a r t y
( B J P ) ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  i m p l e m e n t e d  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  d i s c r i m i n a t e  a g a i n s t
a n d  s t i g m a t i s e  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  o t h e r  m i n o r i t i e s ,  f u r t h e r  e x a c e r b a t i n g  t h e
c l i m a t e  o f  f e a r  a m o n g  c i v i l  s o c i e t y .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  r u l i n g  B J P  c a m p a i g n  h a s
r a i s e d  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  s h r i n k i n g  s p a c e  f o r  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s
w o r k i n g  t o  e m p o w e r  v u l n e r a b l e  c o m m u n i t i e s .  A c t i v i s t s  i n  I n d i a  f a c e
i n t i m i d a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n v e s t i g a t i n g  A g e n c y ,  o f t e n  l a b e l l e d  a s
s e c u r i t y  t h r e a t s ,  w h i l e  m a n y  h a v e  e n d u r e d  a b d u c t i o n s  a n d  p h y s i c a l  a t t a c k s .
H u m a n  r i g h t s  d e f e n d e r s  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  d e t a i n e d  w i t h o u t  t r i a l ,  s o m e t i m e s
f o r  y e a r s  o n  e n d .  

I n  2 0 2 3 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  R i t w i c k  D u t t a ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  L e g a l  I n i t i a t i v e  f o r
F o r e s t  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t  ( L I F E )  a n d  a  b o a r d  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  N G O
S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m ,  a l o n g  w i t h  L I F E  a n d  t h e  U . S .  b a s e d  N G O  E a r t h
J u s t i c e ,  f a c e d  a c c u s a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  C e n t r a l  B u r e a u  o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  ( C B I )  f o r
a l l e g e d l y  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  o b s t r u c t  c o a l  p r o j e c t s  t h r o u g h  l i t i g a t i o n .
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 3 ,  i n c o m e  t a x  o f f i c i a l s  r a i d e d  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f
O x f a m  I n d i a ,  t h e  C e n t r e  f o r  P o l i c y  R e s e a r c h ,  a n d  t h e  B e n g a l u r u - b a s e d
I n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  P u b l i c  S p i r i t e d  M e d i a  F o u n d a t i o n ,  c i t i n g  a l l e g e d  v i o l a t i o n s
o f  t h e  F o r e i g n  C o n t r i b u t i o n  ( R e g u l a t i o n )  A c t  ( F C R A ) .

I n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  A l a n g ,  t h e  i n d u s t r y  h a s  c o m e
u n d e r  i n t e n s e  s c r u t i n y  f o r  m a n y  d e c a d e s ,  w h e r e  w o r k e r s  h a v e  r a i s e d  t h e i r
v o i c e s  f o r  b e t t e r  c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h  s u p p o r t  f r o m  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  N G O s .  T h e
m o v e m e n t  t o  o r g a n i s e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  i n  A l a n g  b e g a n  i n  2 0 0 3 ,  l e a d i n g
t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a n g  S o s i y a  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  a n d  G e n e r a l
W o r k e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( A S S R G W A )  i n  2 0 0 6 .  S i n c e  i t s  f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e
a s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  a d v o c a t e d  f o r  w o r k e r s '  r i g h t s ,  p r e s s i n g  f o r  m e a s u r e s  s u c h  a s
s a f e t y  e q u i p m e n t  p r o v i s i o n ,  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i n  c a s e s  o f  i n j u r y  o r  d e a t h ,  a n d
l e g a l  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  p l o t  o w n e r s  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  F a c t o r i e s  A c t  o f  1 9 4 8 .  

https://www.mcrhrdi.gov.in/91fc/coursematerial/pcci/Part3.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media_2024/01/World%20Report%202024%20LOWRES%20WEBSPREADS_0.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media_2024/01/World%20Report%202024%20LOWRES%20WEBSPREADS_0.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/asia-and-the-pacific/south-asia/india/report-india/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/cbi-books-environmental-lawyer-ritwick-dutta-fcra-violation-8569815/
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media_2024/01/World%20Report%202024%20LOWRES%20WEBSPREADS_0.pdf
https://www.industriall-union.org/profile-shipbreaking-workers-union-moves-forward-in-india
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B y  2 0 2 1 ,  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  h a d  r e g i s t e r e d  a r o u n d  1 8 . 0 0 0  w o r k e r s ,  m o s t  o f
w h o m  a r e  m i g r a n t s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  f i g u r e  r e p r e s e n t s  o n l y  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e
w o r k f o r c e ,  a s  t h e  i n d u s t r y  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t o  e m p l o y  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  4 0 . 0 0 0 -
6 0 . 0 0 0  w o r k e r s  o v e r a l l .
Y e t ,  i n  A l a n g ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a l l e n g e s  r e m a i n  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  l a b o u r  r i g h t s  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o m p l i a n c e .  A  l a c k  o f  t r a n s p a r e n c y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  p l a g u e  t h e
i n d u s t r y ,  w i t h  b o d i e s  l i k e  t h e  G u j a r a t  M a r i t i m e  B o a r d  a n d  t h e  S h i p  B r e a k e r s
A s s o c i a t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  l i t t l e  t o  n o  v i s i b i l i t y  i n t o  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s .
I n d e p e n d e n t  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  s c i e n t i s t s ,  a n d  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  a c t o r s  f a c e  b a r r i e r s  t o
a c c e s s i n g  t h e  s i t e ,  m a k i n g  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  o n
t h e  g r o u n d ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d a m a g e ,  a n d  i l l e g a l  p r a c t i c e s .  T h e y  o f t e n  f a c e
l e g a l  t h r e a t s ,  o r  h a v e  b e e n  a t t a c k e d  o r  s i l e n c e d .  I n  2 0 1 9 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a
B B C  j o u r n a l i s t  w a s  a r r e s t e d  w h i l e  v i s i t i n g  A l a n g .

PAKISTAN
P a k i s t a n  i s  n o  e x c e p t i o n  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  g u a r a n t e e i n g  f u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t s
i n  i t s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  P a k i s t a n  ( 1 9 7 3 )  h a s  u n d o u b t e d l y
p r o v i d e d  c i t i z e n s  r i g h t  t o  a s s e m b l e  p e a c e f u l l y  w i t h o u t  a r m s  ( A r t i c l e  1 6 ) ,  t h e
r i g h t  t o  m a k e  u n i o n  ( A r t i c l e  1 7 )  a n d  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  a n d  t h e
p r e s s  ( A r t i c l e  1 9 ) .  P a k i s t a n ’ s  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  c r i s e s  d e e p e n e d  i n
2 0 2 3 ,  f a c i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  w o r s t  e c o n o m i c  c r i s i s  i n  i t s  h i s t o r y .  

G o v e r n m e n t  t h r e a t s  a n d  a t t a c k s  o n  m e d i a  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a
c l i m a t e  o f  f e a r  a m o n g  j o u r n a l i s t s  a n d  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  g r o u p s ,  w i t h  m a n y  t u r n i n g
t o  s e l f - c e n s o r s h i p .  A u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e  p r e s s u r e d  o r  t h r e a t e n e d  m e d i a  o u t l e t s
n o t  t o  c r i t i c i s e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o r  t h e  j u d i c i a r y .  I n  s e v e r a l  c a s e s  i n
2 0 2 2 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  g o v e r n m e n t  r e g u l a t o r y  a g e n c i e s  b l o c k e d  c a b l e  o p e r a t o r s
a n d  t e l e v i s i o n  c h a n n e l s  t h a t  a i r e d  c r i t i c a l  p r o g r a m s .  N o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e p o r t e d  i n t i m i d a t i o n ,  h a r a s s m e n t ,  a n d  s u r v e i l l a n c e  b y
g o v e r n m e n t  a u t h o r i t i e s .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  u s e d  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  N G O s  i n
P a k i s t a n  p o l i c y  t o  a v o i d  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
h u m a n i t a r i a n  a n d  h u m a n  r i g h t s  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  C i v i l  s o c i e t i e s  w h o
a t t e m p t  t o  e x p o s e  h u m a n  r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  o r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h a z a r d s  k e e p
f a c i n g  r e p r i s a l s .  W o r k e r s  w h o  r e p o r t  s a f e t y  v i o l a t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  e x p o s u r e  t o
t o x i c  m a t e r i a l s  ( a s b e s t o s ,  h e a v y  m e t a l s ,  e t c . )  o r  i n a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c t i v e  g e a r ,
a r e  a t  r i s k  o f  b e i n g  f i r e d  a n d  o f  r e t a l i a t i o n .  

https://www.industriall-union.org/profile-shipbreaking-workers-union-moves-forward-in-india
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/logistics/alang-faces-a-year-of-crushing-losses/article68670022.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/logistics/alang-faces-a-year-of-crushing-losses/article68670022.ece
https://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/constitution/part2.ch1.html
https://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/constitution/part2.ch1.html
https://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/constitution/part2.ch1.html
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media_2024/01/World%20Report%202024%20LOWRES%20WEBSPREADS_0.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media_2024/01/World%20Report%202024%20LOWRES%20WEBSPREADS_0.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media_2024/01/World%20Report%202024%20LOWRES%20WEBSPREADS_0.pdf
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T h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  i n  P a k i s t a n  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g
W o r k e r s  U n i o n ,  o r g a n i s e d  u n d e r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  T r a d e  U n i o n  F e d e r a t i o n
( N T U F ) ,  a n d  t h e  S h i p  B r e a k i n g  L a b o u r  U n i o n ,  o r g a n i s e d  u n d e r  P a k i s t a n  M i n e
W o r k e r s  F e d e r a t i o n  a n d  f o r m e d  b y  c o n t r a c t o r s .  T h e  N T U F ,  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h
g l o b a l  u n i o n  I n d u s t r i a l l ,  h a s  r a i s e d  s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t
v i o l a t i o n s  o f  b a s i c  l a b o u r  r i g h t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o c c u p a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y
s t a n d a r d s  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  Y e t ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i v i s i o n  a m o n g  t h e
w o r k i n g  f o r c e  i n  P a k i s t a n :  

I N T

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P R E S S U R E
F r e e d o m  o f  s p e e c h  a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  t e c h n i c a l l y  p r o t e c t e d  b y
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h u m a n  r i g h t s  l a w s ,  b u t  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  t e l l s  a
d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y .  I n  c o u n t r i e s  w h e r e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i s  a  b u s i n e s s  e c o n o m i c
a c t i v i t y ,  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f t e n  s u p p r e s s  f r e e  s p e e c h  t o  a v o i d  e c o n o m i c  f a l l o u t .
A u t h o r i t i e s  f r e q u e n t l y  b l o c k  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  f e a r i n g  e x p o s u r e  o f
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  l a b o u r  a b u s e s  c o u l d  l e a d  t o  s a n c t i o n s  o r  h a r m  t r a d e .
W i t h  b u s i n e s s  t i e s  t o  p o l i t i c a l l y  p o w e r f u l  f i g u r e s ,  w h i s t l e b l o w e r s  a n d
w o r k e r s  f a c e  a d d i t i o n a l  o b s t a c l e s .  D e s p i t e  l o c a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
a d v o c a c y  g r o u p s  l i k e  t h e  N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m  w o r k  t o  e x p o s e
i n d u s t r y  a b u s e s .  H o w e v e r ,  a c t i v i s t s  a n d  l o c a l  N G O s  o f t e n  e n c o u n t e r
h a r a s s m e n t ,  l e g a l  t h r e a t s ,  a n d  l i m i t e d  a c c e s s  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n .

The Pakistan Ship Breakers Association earlier recognised Labour Union as a
collective bargaining agent to resolve any dispute, but later it also recognised
Workers Union. As per labour law, it is mandatory for any union to get elected as a
collective bargaining agent. Due to this division, the majority of workers are
reluctant to become union members. The representation of workers, their active
involvement in the bargaining of wages, the demand for labour rights and the
improvement of working conditions are therefore weak. Currently the labour
unions are providing only referral services in shipbreaking industry in Pakistan.
Their roles need to be expanded through advocacy and training especially for
forcing employers to provide safe working environment, facilitating member
workers in getting registered with social services institutions and drawing benefits.

Dr. Irfan Khan, Professor of Environmental Sciences and NGO Shipbreaking Platform
Board member

https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
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P a u l  T u l l i s  a n d  Z i a  U r  R e h m a n

T h i s  a r t i c l e  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  h a r s h  r e a l i t i e s  o f  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g
y a r d  o f  G a d a n i ,  P a k i s t a n ,  w h e r e  l a b o u r e r s  f a c e  u n s a f e  a n d  h a z a r d o u s
c o n d i t i o n s  a s  t h e y  d i s m a n t l e  d e c o m m i s s i o n e d  s h i p s .  I t  d e l v e s  i n t o  t h e
e x t r e m e  r i s k s  t h e s e  w o r k e r s  e n d u r e  d a i l y ,  o f t e n  d e s c r i b e d  a s  " d a n c i n g  w i t h
d e a t h "  d u e  t o  t h e  c o n s t a n t  d a n g e r  o f  a c c i d e n t s ,  e x p o s u r e  t o  h a z a r d o u s
m a t e r i a l s ,  a n d  l a c k  o f  s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s .  T h e  p i e c e  s h e d s  l i g h t  o n  t h e
c h a l l e n g i n g  w o r k i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  i n a d e q u a t e  s a f e t y  p r o t o c o l s ,  a n d  t h e
p h y s i c a l  t o l l  o n  t h e  w o r k e r s ,  w h o  a r e  l e f t  v u l n e r a b l e  i n  a n  i n d u s t r y  d r i v e n
b y  h i g h  d e m a n d  a n d  l o w  c o s t s .

“ D a n c i n g  w i t h  D e a t h  -  W h a t  i s  l i k e  t o  d i s m a n t l e  a  s h i p ”

1 0  A u g u s t  2 0 2 4

S u m a n  B a r u a ,  R a j e s h  M u t s u d d i ,  S a b r i n a  S u l t a n a ,  M d .  S a m r a t  M o h a y  M e n u l
I s l a m ,  S u m a n  D a s ,  M o h a m m a d  M o s t a f a ,  D i p a n k a r  C h a k r a b o r t y ,  a n d  I s m a i l
M .  M .  R a h m a n

T h i s  a r t i c l e  f o c u s e s  o n  a  s t u d y  w h i c h  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  1 6  p o l y c y c l i c  a r o m a t i c  h y d r o c a r b o n s  ( P A H )  i n  S i t a k u n d a
s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  s e d i m e n t .  T h e  s t u d y  f o u n d  t h a t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  i n
s e d i m e n t  s a m p l e s  f r o m  t h e  S i t a k u n d a  c o a s t l i n e  e x c e e d e d  b o t h  n a t i o n a l  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  p o s i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  e c o l o g i c a l  r i s k s .  T h e  r e s e a r c h ,
b a s e d  o n  1 3  s e d i m e n t  s a m p l e s  c o l l e c t e d  i n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 2 ,  a l s o  r e v e a l e d
t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  h e a v y  m e t a l s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  T h e  t o x i c i t y  e v a l u a t i o n  i n d i c a t e d
v a r y i n g  l e v e l s  o f  c a n c e r  r i s k ,  w i t h  s o m e  s t a t i o n s  s h o w i n g  m o d e r a t e  t o  h i g h
r i s k .  B i o l o g i c a l  t h r e s h o l d  a s s e s s m e n t s  h i g h l i g h t e d  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  r i s k  o f
a d v e r s e  b i o l o g i c a l  i m p a c t s ,  c a l l i n g  f o r  u r g e n t  m i t i g a t i o n  e f f o r t s .

P o l y c y c l i c  a r o m a t i c  h y d r o c a r b o n s  i n  s h i p  b r e a k i n g  a r e a  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d
e c o l o g i c a l  r i s k  a s s e s s m e n t :  e v i d e n c e  f r o m  t h e  S i t a k u n d  s h i p ‑ b r e a k i n g  a r e a  i n
B a n g l a d e s h

R E S E A R C H  &  R E A D I N G S

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2024-07-29/inside-the-deadly-job-of-dismantling-a-ship
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/383020429_Polycyclic_aromatic_hydrocarbons_in_ship_breaking_area_and_associated_ecological_risk_assessment_evidence_from_the_Sitakund_ship-breaking_area_in_Bangladesh
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/383020429_Polycyclic_aromatic_hydrocarbons_in_ship_breaking_area_and_associated_ecological_risk_assessment_evidence_from_the_Sitakund_ship-breaking_area_in_Bangladesh
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/383020429_Polycyclic_aromatic_hydrocarbons_in_ship_breaking_area_and_associated_ecological_risk_assessment_evidence_from_the_Sitakund_ship-breaking_area_in_Bangladesh
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O U R  R E P O R T S

N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m

“ T r a d i n g  L i v e s  f o r  P r o f i t :  H o w  t h e  S h i p p i n g  I n d u s t r y  C i r c u m v e n t s  R e g u l a t i o n s  t o
S c r a p  T o x i c  S h i p s  o n  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  B e a c h e s ”  -  I n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  H u m a n
R i g h t s  W a t c h  ( 2 0 2 3 )

B r e a k i n g  O u t :  A n c h o r i n g  C i r c u l a r  I n n o v a t i o n  f o r  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  ( 2 0 2 2 )

T h e  T o x i c  T i d e  -  D a t a  a n d  f i g u r e s  ( 2 0 2 2 )

C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s :  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  m u s t  a l i g n  i t s  w a s t e  s h i p  e x p o r t s
w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d  g r e e n  d e a l  ( 2 0 2 0 )

S t u d y  R e p o r t  o n  C h i l d  L a b o u r  i n  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  S e c t o r  i n  B a n g l a d e s h
( 2 0 1 9 )

B e h i n d  t h e  H y p o c r i s y  o f  B e t t e r  B e a c h e s  ( 2 0 1 9 )

R e c y c l i n g  O u t l o o k .  D e c o m m i s s i o n i n g  o f  N o r t h  S e a  F l o a t i n g  O i l  &  G a s  U n i t s .
( 2 0 1 9 )
 

https://www.hrw.org/node/385988
https://www.hrw.org/node/385988
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Breaking-Out-Magazine.pdf
https://www.offthebeach.org/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Final-Report-PE_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Shipbreaking-OG-Report_compressed-compressed.pdf
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T o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s a f e  a n d  c l e a n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  b e c o m e s  t h e  n o r m ,  a n d  n o t  t h e
e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n f o r m  p o l i c y  m a k e r s ,  f i n a n c i a l  a n d
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W i l l  y o u  j o i n  u s ?  

I f  y o u  s h a r e  o u r  v i s i o n  p l e a s e  m a k e  a  d o n a t i o n
t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  w o r k  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  t o  f i n d  o u t
h o w  w e  c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r !
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