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Vessels are recycled in facilities that
ensure clean, safe, and just practices
that provide workers with decent jobs.
Vessels will be toxic-free and no longer
cause harm to workers, local
communities, or the environment at
end-of-life.

To act as a catalyst for change by
effectively advocating for clean, safe,
and just ship recycling globally. This
necessitates denouncing dirty and
dangerous practices, such as the
dumping of end-of-life vessels on the
beaches of developing countries. Our
commitment to finding sustainable
global solutions is based on the respect
of human and workers’ rights and the
principles of environmental justice,
producer responsibility, ‘polluter pays’,
and clean production.

V I S I O N  &
M I S S I O N

In this quarterly publication, we inform
about the shipbreaking practices in
South Asia, providing an overview of
accidents that took place on the
beaches of Bangladesh, India and
Pakistan, relevant press media as well
as research. We aim to raise public
awareness about the many negative
impacts of shipbreaking in South Asia
as well as developments aimed at the
protection of workers’ rights and the
environment.
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ACC IDENTS
BANGLADESH

O n  1  O c t o b e r ,  M d  I s m i l e  ( 5 7 ) ,  a  s e c u r i t y  g u a r d  o n  t h e  s h i p  M A S A L A  ( I M O
9 1 3 0 1 5 7 )  f e l l  f r o m  t h e  v e s s e l  w h i l e  e n d i n g  h i s  n i g h t - s h i f t .  H e  s u s t a i n e d
s e r i o u s  l e g  i n j u r i e s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  f a l l .  T h e  s h i p  w a s  b e a c h e d  a t  A s a d i
S t e e l  Y a r d .

O n  1 4  O c t o b e r ,  N a i m u l  ( 5 5 ) ,  w o r k i n g  a s  a  c u t t e r  h e l p e r  a t  M a h i n o o r
S h i p b r e a k i n g  Y a r d ,  w a s  i n j u r e d  w h i l e  o p e r a t i n g  a  c r a n e .  H e  s u s t a i n e d  a
f r a c t u r e d  l e f t  a r m .  F o l l o w i n g  f i r s t  a i d  t r e a t m e n t ,  N a i m u l  i s  n o w  r e c o v e r i n g
a t  h o m e .

O n  2 3  O c t o b e r ,  H a s a n  ( 2 6 )  s u f f e r e d  a  b u r n  i n j u r y  t o  h i s  h a n d  w h i l e  w o r k i n g
a t  A r e f i n  E n t e r p r i s e .

O n  3 0  O c t o b e r ,  A n i k  D a s  s u s t a i n e d  a  f o o t  i n j u r y  w h e n  a n  i r o n  p l a t e  f e l l  o n
h i m  w h i l e  h e  w a s  w o r k i n g  a s  a  c u t t e r  a t  N . B .  S t e e l .

O n  1 7  N o v e m b e r ,  W a j  U d d i n  ( 4 4 )  i n j u r e d  h i s  f o o t  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  w i r e
g r o u p  a t  a  y a r d  o w n e d  b y  S . N .  C o r p o r a t i o n  ( k n o w n  a s  “ N a r v i n ” ) .

INDIA

O n  1 8  S e p t e m b e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  G u j a r a t  M a r i t i m e  B o a r d ,  a n  a c c i d e n t  i n
A l a n g  r e s u l t e d  i n  o n e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r  l o s i n g  h i s  l i f e  a n d  a n o t h e r  b e i n g
i n j u r e d .  L a t e r  t h a t  m o n t h ,  o n  2 5  S e p t e m b e r ,  a n o t h e r  i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  w h e n
a  w o r k e r  s u s t a i n e d  b u r n  i n j u r i e s  a f t e r  h i s  c l o t h e s  c a u g h t  f i r e  w h i l e  c o o l i n g
d o w n  h o t  m e t a l .  N o  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  d i s c l o s e d .
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C A S E S  &  I N V E S T I G A T I O N S

N O R W E G I A N  A L T E R A  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  F I N E D  F O R  B E A C H I N G  T W O
S H I P S  I N  I N D I A
F o l l o w i n g  a  r a i d  o n  A l t e r a  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e ’ s  o f f i c e  f o u r  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h e
N o r w e g i a n  N a t i o n a l  A u t h o r i t y  f o r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  P r o s e c u t i o n  o f
E c o n o m i c  a n d  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C r i m e  ( Ø k o k r i m )  i s s u e d  a  f i n e  o f  N O K  8  m i l l i o n
( a p p r o x .  E U R  7 0 0 , 0 0 0 )  o n  1 0  J u n e ,  2 0 2 4  t o  N o r w e g i a n  s h i p p i n g  c o m p a n y
A l t e r a  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  f o r  h a v i n g  s o l d  t w o  v e s s e l s  ( N a v i o n  B r i t a n n i a  a n d
A l e x i t a  S p i r i t )  f o r  s c r a p p i n g  i n  A l a n g ,  I n d i a .  T h e  c o m p a n y  s o l d  t h e  s h i p s  t o
c a s h - b u y e r  W i r a n a ,  a  c a s h  b u y e r  a l r e a d y  f i n e d  i n  t h e  H a r r i e r  c a s e .  I n i t i a l l y ,
t h e  c o m p a n y ,  f o r m e r l y  k n o w n  a s  T e e k a y  S h i p p i n g ,  c o n t e s t e d  t h e  f i n e ,  a n d  a
t r i a l  w a s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 5 .  H o w e v e r ,  A l t e r a  h a s  n o w  i n s t e a d
a c c e p t e d  t h e  p e n a l t y ,  t h e r e b y  a v o i d i n g  a  t r i a l .  A l t e r a  v i o l a t e d  E u r o p e a n  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w s  t h a t  s t i p u l a t e  t h a t  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  c a n n o t  b e  e x p o r t e d
f r o m  a n  O E C D  t o  a  n o n - O E C D  c o u n t r y  u n d e r  a n y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  
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The shipping industry is well aware that international environmental law, more
specifically UNEP’s Basel Convention, restricts the trade of end-of-life vessels to
developing countries. But because scrapping a ship on a tidal mudflat in South Asia
is more profitable than doing it in a safe and environmentally sound manner in for
example a dry-dock, false accounts of further operational use or repair- work are
provided to authorities in an attempt to avoid the law. To see that Økokrim, as
well as other European enforcement agencies, are not dupe and now hold ship
owners accountable for illegal waste trade is encouraging. 

Ingvild Jenssen
Executive Director and Founder of NGO Shipbreaking Platform

https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSKBN1ZT2JY/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/spotlight-harrier-case/
https://www.offshore-energy.biz/legal-fallout-altera-infrastructure-accepts-700000-euro-fine-for-violating-eu-ship-recycling-laws/
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/ship-breaking-workers-suffer-lifelong-illness-due-asbestos-exposure-687050
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D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  B A N G L A D E S H

M I N I M U M  W A G E S  F O R  S H I P B R E A K I N G  W O R K E R S  I M P L E M E N T E D  I N  2 0 2 5
T h e  B a n g l a d e s h  S h i p  B r e a k e r s  a n d  R e c y c l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( B S B R A )  h a s
a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h e  m i n i m u m  w a g e s  f o r  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s ,  s e t  b y  t h e
M i n i s t r y  o f  L a b o u r  a n d  E m p l o y m e n t  i n  2 0 1 8 ,  w i l l  f i n a l l y  b e  i m p l e m e n t e d  b y
1  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 5 .  T h e  w a g e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f i v e  c a t e g o r i e s :  G r a d e  1
i n c l u d e s  f o r e m e n ;  G r a d e  2  i n c l u d e s  s u p e r v i s o r s ,  a s s i s t a n t  f o r e m e n ,  w i n c h
d r i v e r s ,  a n d  c r a n e  o p e r a t o r s ;  G r a d e  3  i n c l u d e s  c u t t e r  m e n ,  f i t t e r s ,
e l e c t r i c i a n s ,  a n d  m e c h a n i c s ;  G r a d e  4  i n c l u d e s  c u t t e r  h e l p e r s ,  g e n e r a l
w o r k e r s ,  w i n c h  h e l p e r s ,  c r a n e  h e l p e r s ,  e l e c t r i c i a n  h e l p e r s ,  a n d  l o a d e r  m e n ;
a n d  G r a d e  5  i n c l u d e s  a p p r e n t i c e  w o r k e r s .  T h e  w a g e s  v a r y  b e t w e e n  a
m o n t h l y  m i n i m u m  o f  T k  8 0 0 0  ( a r o u n d  6 3  e u r o s ) ,  a n d  a  m o n t h l y  m a x i m u m  o f
T k  3 1 , 7 5 0  ( a r o u n d  2 5 2  e u r o s ) .  " A l t h o u g h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i s s u e d  t h e  g a z e t t e
n o t i f i c a t i o n  i n  2 0 1 8  d e c l a r i n g  m i n i m u m  w a g e s  f o r  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s ,  i t
c o u l d  n o t  b e  i m p l e m e n t e d  d u e  t o  t h e  r e l u c t a n c e  o f  i n d u s t r y  o w n e r s  a n d  t h e
i n a c t i o n  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I n s p e c t i o n  f o r  F a c t o r i e s  a n d  E s t a b l i s h m e n t s
( D I F E ) ” ,  s a i d  K a b i r  M i n t u ,  c o o r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e  B a n g l a d e s h  I n s t i t u t e  o f  L a b o u r
S t u d i e s  ( B I L S ) .  S h i p a n  C h o w d h u r y ,  d e p u t y  i n s p e c t o r  g e n e r a l  o f  D I F E ,
h i g h l i g h t e d  t h a t  b u s i n e s s e s  o f t e n  m a i n t a i n  t w o  s e p a r a t e  s a l a r y  r e c o r d s — o n e
s h o w i n g  i n f l a t e d  w a g e s  f o r  l a b o u r  i n s p e c t o r s  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e
a c t u a l  l o w e r  w a g e s  p a i d  t o  w o r k e r s . "  T h i s  t i m e  D I F E  w i l l  c l o s e l y  m o n i t o r  t h e
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  m i n i m u m  w a g e s  a n d  n o  c h a n c e  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  t o  d e p r i v e  t h e
w o r k e r s . "  h e  s t a t e d .

A R R E S T  W A R R A N T  F O R  S H I P B R E A K E R  M A H E E N  E N T E R P R I S E
O n  2  D e c e m b e r ,  a  c o u r t  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  i s s u e d  a n  a r r e s t  w a r r a n t  f o r  o n e  o f
t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  b i g g e s t  l o a n  d e f a u l t e r s ,  s h i p b r e a k e r  A s h i k u r  R a h m a n  L a s h k a r
M a h e e n ,  d u e  t o  h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  r e p a y  a  l o a n  o f  T k 1 8 9  c r o r e  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l
B a n k .  D e s p i t e  a  v e r d i c t  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  b a n k  o n  2 2  M a y  2 0 2 3 ,  M a h e e n  h a s
n o t  r e p a i d  t h e  a m o u n t ,  p r o m p t i n g  t h e  b a n k  t o  f i l e  a n o t h e r  l o a n  d e f a u l t  c a s e
i n  t h e  s a m e  c o u r t .  S i n c e  t h e  d e f e n d a n t ,  M a h e e n ,  h a s  b e e n  a b s e n t  f r o m  c o u r t
p r o c e e d i n g s  f r o m  t h e  o u t s e t ,  t h e  c o u r t  i s s u e d  a  f i v e - m o n t h  c i v i l  d e t e n t i o n
o r d e r  a g a i n s t  h i m  o n  2  D e c e m b e r .  O v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  M a h e e n  h a s  t a k e n  l o a n s
f r o m  v a r i o u s  b a n k s  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  n a m e s  o f  M a h e e n
E n t e r p r i s e ,  M a h e e n  E n t e r p r i s e  L i m i t e d ,  A R L  S h i p b r e a k i n g  L i m i t e d ,  a n d  A R L
G a r m e n t s .  

https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/industry/ship-breaking-industry-implement-minimum-wages-january-2025-1031491
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/industry/ship-breaking-industry-implement-minimum-wages-january-2025-1031491
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/industry/ship-breaking-industry-implement-minimum-wages-january-2025-1031491
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/tk189-loan-default-arrest-warrant-against-top-shipbreaking-businessman-maheen-1008886


D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  I N D I A

F I S H  A N D  B I R D S  K I L L E D  D U E  T O  D I S C H A R G E  E F F L U E N C E  N E A R  A L A N G
A  r e p o r t  b y  G u j a r a t i  n e w s  o u t l e t  T V 9  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  a  s h i p b r e a k e r  i s  u n d e r
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  f o r  t h e  r e c e n t  d u m p i n g  o f  h i g h l y  f l a m m a b l e  a n d  c h e m i c a l
w a s t e  i n t o  t h e  s e a  f r o m  a  s h i p  b r o u g h t  f o r  s c r a p p i n g  a t  a  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d
i n  A l a n g .  T h e  G u j a r a t  P o l l u t i o n  C o n t r o l  B o a r d  ( G P C B )  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  i s s u e  a
c l o s u r e  n o t i c e  a n d  i m p o s e  a  f i n e  o n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k e r ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  ₹ 1  l a k h  t o
₹ 1  c r o r e  ( b e t w e e n  1 1 0 9  t o  1 1 0 . 0 0 0  e u r o s ) .  T h e  d i s c h a r g e  r a i s e d  s e r i o u s
c o n c e r n s  d u e  t o  i t s  d e v a s t a t i n g  i m p a c t  o n  l o c a l  w i l d l i f e  a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g
e c o s y s t e m .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  l o c a l  N G O ,  t h e  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  s p r e a d  t o  7 – 8
v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  A l a n g  a r e a .  T o x i c  o i l y  m a t e r i a l ,  c o n t a i n i n g  h y d r o c a r b o n s ,
p o l l u t e d  a n  a r e a  e x t e n d i n g  u p  t o  7  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  ( a l m o s t  1 3  k m ) ,  i n c l u d i n g
t h e  A l a n g  a n d  S a r t a n p a r  p o r t s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  s i g n i f i c a n t  h a r m  t o  m a r i n e  l i f e ,
w i t h  f i s h ,  c r a b s ,  a n d  b i r d s  r e p o r t e d l y  d y i n g  i n  l a r g e  n u m b e r s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,
f i s h e r m e n  i n  S a r t a n p a r  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  e x t e n s i v e  d a m a g e  t o  t h e i r  n e t s  d u e  t o
t h e  o i l y  h y d r o c a r b o n s .  A l t h o u g h  a  p l o t  h a s  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  c a s e ,  n o
c o m p l a i n t  h a s  b e e n  r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  A l a n g  M a r i n e  P o l i c e  S t a t i o n .  A l l e g e d l y ,
b e c a u s e  t h e  p l o t  i n v o l v e d  b e l o n g s  t o  a  w e l l - k n o w n  s h i p b r e a k e r ,  o f f i c i a l s
a p p e a r  r e l u c t a n t  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n .  T h i s  h a s  s p a r k e d  o u t r a g e  a n d  r a i s e d  s e r i o u s
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  r o l e  a n d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t  D e p a r t m e n t
a n d  t h e  G u j a r a t  M a r i t i m e  B o a r d  ( G M B ) .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e  G P C B ’ s
r e s p o n s e  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  i n a d e q u a t e ,  f u r t h e r  i n t e n s i f y i n g  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e
r e g u l a t o r y  b o d y .
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=KXhJw6N0u8M


M S C  U R G E D  T O  A L I G N  I T S  O P E R A T I O N S  W I T H  I N T E R N A T I O N A L
E N V I R O N M E N T A L  A N D  L A B O U R  R I G H T S  S T A N D A R D S  
O n e  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  l a r g e s t  c o n t a i n e r  s h i p p i n g  c o m p a n i e s ,  M e d i t e r r a n e a n
S h i p p i n g  C o m p a n y  ( M S C ) ,  i s  a g a i n  u n d e r  t h e  s p o t l i g h t  f o r  i t s  s u b s t a n d a r d
a n d  h a z a r d o u s  d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  o b s o l e t e  v e s s e l s  o n  t i d a l  b e a c h e s  i n  S o u t h
A s i a .  W h i l e  t h e  c o m p a n y  h a s  r e p e a t e d l y  f a c e d  c r i t i c i s m  f o r  b r e a c h i n g
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  l a b o u r  r i g h t s  s t a n d a r d s ,  i t  h a s  s o  f a r  n o t
s h o w n  a n y  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  i m p r o v e  i t s  p r a c t i c e s .  T h e  S w i s s  s h i p p i n g  g i a n t  h a s
o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  s o l d  m o r e  t h a n  1 0 0  e n d - o f - l i f e  v e s s e l s  f o r  d i r t y
a n d  d a n g e r o u s  s c r a p p i n g  o n  S o u t h  A s i a n  b e a c h e s .  I n  t h e  l a s t  s i x  m o n t h s
o n l y ,  M S C  s c r a p p e d  9  s h i p s  o n  t h e  b e a c h  o f  A l a n g  i n  I n d i a  -  2 7  i n  t h e  l a s t
t w o  y e a r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  M S C  F L O R I A N A  a n d  M S C  G I O V A N N A .  T h e s e
v e s s e l s  l e f t  r e s p e c t i v e l y  f r o m  S p a n i s h  a n d  T u r k i s h  w a t e r s  i n  d i r e c t  v i o l a t i o n
o f  E u r o p e a n  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w s  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  e x p o r t  o f  h a z a r d o u s
w a s t e  f r o m  O E C D  t o  n o n - O E C D  c o u n t r i e s

R e a d  m o r e  i n  o u r  r e c e n t  P r e s s  R e l e a s e .
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https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Final-Report-PE_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/msc-urged-to-clean-up-its-act/


B E H I N D  T H E  S C E N E :  T H E  H I D D E N  H A Z A R D S
A F F E C T I N G  C O M M U N I T I E S  A N D  C O A S T A L  A R E A S

A R O U N D  T H E  S H I P B R E A K I N G  Y A R D S

T h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  S o u t h  A s i a ,  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  C h a t t o g r a m ,
B a n g l a d e s h ;  A l a n g ,  I n d i a ;  a n d  G a d a n i ,  P a k i s t a n ,  i s  w i d e l y  k n o w n  f o r  i t s
s u b s t a n d a r d  p r a c t i c e s .  T h e  b e a c h i n g  m e t h o d  p o s e s  s e v e r e  r i s k s  t o  n o t  o n l y
t h e  w o r k e r s ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  f i s h i n g
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  a f f e c t s  l o c a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  e c o s y s t e m s .  T h e  p o l l u t i o n
c a u s e d  b y  b e a c h i n g  a n d  t h e  p o o r  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  d i s p o s a l  o f  h a z a r d o u s
s u b s t a n c e s  a n d  w a s t e  g e n e r a t e d  b y  s h i p  d i s m a n t l i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  h a s  p e r s i s t e d
f o r  d e c a d e s ,  r a i s i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  h u m a n  r i g h t s  c o n c e r n s .  

O v e r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e n t y  y e a r s ,  t h e  e x p o n e n t i a l  e x p a n s i o n  a n d  r e l o c a t i o n  o f
t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  s e c t o r  t o  t h r e e  b e a c h e s  i n  S o u t h  A s i a  h a s  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  a
d r a m a t i c  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  r e l e a s e  o f  t o x i c  s u b s t a n c e s .  T h i s
p o l l u t i o n  h a s  b e e n  l i n k e d  t o  c h r o n i c  i l l n e s s e s  a n d  f a t a l i t i e s ,  a n d  t h e
p h e n o m e n o n ,  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " t o x i c  c o l o n i a l i s m " ,  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y
i m p a c t s  m a r g i n a l i s e d  c o m m u n i t i e s .  A d d r e s s i n g  t h i s  c r i s i s  r e q u i r e s  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t r a t e g y  t h a t  r a d i c a l l y  m i t i g a t e s  h a r m  t o  w o r k e r s  a n d  l o c a l
e c o s y s t e m s  b u t  a l s o  e n s u r e s  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  b r o a d e r  c o m m u n i t y  r i g h t s  t o
a  c l e a n ,  h e a l t h y ,  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t .
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https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n24/210/45/pdf/n2421045.pdf
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2023-01/UNDP-UNEP-UNHCHR-What-is-the-Right-to-a-Healthy-Environment.pdf
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2023-01/UNDP-UNEP-UNHCHR-What-is-the-Right-to-a-Healthy-Environment.pdf
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H A Z A R D O U S  M A T E R I A L S  F O U N D  I N  S H I P S
E n d - o f - l i f e  v e s s e l s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  w a s t e  w h e n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  d i s m a n t l e  i s
m a d e .  A s  t h e y  c o n t a i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t s  o f  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  e m b e d d e d
w i t h i n  t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  m u s t  b e  c a r e f u l l y  e x t r a c t e d ,
m a n a g e d ,  a n d  s a f e l y  d i s p o s e d  o f .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i n  S o u t h  A s i a n  s h i p b r e a k i n g
y a r d s ,  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  p r o p e r  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n a d e q u a t e
w o r k e r  t r a i n i n g ,  l a c k  o f  a d e q u a t e  p e r s o n a l  p r o t e c t i v e  e q u i p m e n t  ( P P E ) ,
a m o n g  o t h e r  f a c t o r s ,  e x a c e r b a t e  t h e  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  o f  c o a s t a l  a r e a s  a n d  p u t
w o r k e r s  a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  a t  r i s k .  E x a m p l e s  o f  s o m e  w a s t e
m a t e r i a l s  a n d  t h e i r  h a z a r d o u s  p r o p e r t i e s  r e l e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  d i s m a n t l i n g  o f
o b s o l e t e  s h i p s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  l i s t  b e l o w  ( 1 ) .

JANUARY 2025SAQU #40 //

A S B E S T O S
I t  m a y  r e m a i n  i n  s u s p e n s i o n  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e .  A c c u m u l a t e s  i n  t h e  l u n g s
c a u s i n g  l u n g  c a n c e r ,  a s b e s t o s i s  a n d  m e s o t h e l i o m a .  S y m p t o m s  m a y  n o t
s h o w  u p  u n t i l  m a n y  y e a r s  a f t e r  e x p o s u r e .

G L A S S  W O O L
T o x i c i t y  s i m i l a r  t o  a s b e s t o s .  

 
P O L Y C H L O R I N A T E D  B I P H E N Y L S  ( P C B )

C a r c i n o g e n i c ,  b i o - a c c u m u l a t i v e  ( 2 ) .  A s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c a n c e r ,  l i v e r ,
n e u r o l o g i c a l  a n d  i m m u n e  s y s t e m  d a m a g e .

O Z O N E  D E P L E T I N G  S U B S T A N C E S  ( C F C S ,  H C F C ,  E T C )
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  p o l l u t i o n .

O R G A N O T I N  C O M P O U N D S  ( T B T ,  T P T ,  T B T O )
C o n t a m i n a t e  s e a  p r o d u c t s ,  a n d  h a v e  a  h a z a r d o u s  e f f e c t  o n  h u m a n  h e a l t h .

H E A V Y  M E T A L — L E A D  
D a m a g e  t o  n e u r o l o g i c a l  s y s t e m ,  h e a r i n g ,  v i s i o n ,  r e p r o d u c t i v e  s y s t e m ,
b l o o d  v e s s e l s ,  k i d n e y s  a n d  h e a r t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  c h i l d r e n ’ s  p h y s i c a l  a n d
n e u r o l o g i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .

H E A V Y  M E T A L — M E R C U R Y
T o x i c  a n d  b i o - a c c u m u l a t i v e .  A f f e c t s  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m .

(1) Main source: Hazardous materials analysis and disposal procedures during ship recycling, 2018

(2) Bioaccumulation is the gradual accumulation of substances, such as pesticides or other chemicals, in an organism.

https://dr.ntu.edu.sg/bitstream/10220/48697/1/Hazardous%20Materials%20Analysis%20and%20Disposal%20Procedures%20during%20Ship%20Recycling.pdf
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H E A V Y  M E T A L  –  C A D M I U M
L o n g - t e r m  e x p o s u r e  m a y  r e s u l t  i n  l u n g  c a n c e r ,  r e n a l  i s s u e s ,  h y p e r t e n s i o n ,
a n d  p r o s t a t i c  p r o l i f e r a t i v e  l e s i o n s .

O I L  A N D  F U E L  ( I N C L U D I N G  H Y D R A U L I C  A N D  L U B R I C A T I N G  O I L S ,  E N G I N E
O I L  A N D  G R E A S E )

P o i s o n o u s  t h r o u g h  i n h a l a t i o n  o r  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  c o n t a m i n a t e d  w a t e r  o r
f i s h .  B u r n i n g  m a y  a l s o  r e s u l t  i n  f i r e  a n d  e x p l o s i o n s .

B I L G E  W A T E R  A N D  B A L L A S T  W A T E R
M a y  c a u s e  l e a d  p o i s o n i n g ,  a n a e m i a ,  l i v e r  d a m a g e  a n d  c a n c e r .

P O L Y V I N Y L  C H L O R I D E  ( P V C )
M a y  i n d u c e  c a n c e r ,  a s t h m a ,  a n d  i m p a i r m e n t  t o  h u m a n  r e p r o d u c t i o n .
B u r n i n g  m a y  g e n e r a t e  c a r b o n  m o n o x i d e ,  a n d  h i g h l y  t o x i c  d i o x i n s .  B u r i a l
c a n  r e l e a s e  c h e m i c a l s  t o  g r o u n d w a t e r .

P E R S I S T E N T  O R G A N I C  P O L L U T A N T S  ( P O P S )
T r a v e l  o v e r  l o n g  d i s t a n c e s  f r o m  p o i n t  s o u r c e s  v i a  a i r  a n d  o c e a n  c u r r e n t s .
P o s s e s s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  a c c u m u l a t e  w i t h i n  t h e  f o o d  c h a i n .  

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  I M P A C T  I N  C O A S T A L  R E G I O N S
T h e  r e l e a s e  o f  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  f r o m  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  h a s  c a u s e d
s e v e r e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d e g r a d a t i o n  i n  S o u t h  A s i a n  c o a s t a l  r e g i o n s .  T h e  B a y
o f  B e n g a l  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a  c r u c i a l  c e n t r e  f o r  m a r i n e  l i f e  a n d
h o m e  t o  v a s t  c o a s t a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  a r o u n d  2 0 , 0 0 0  f i s h i n g  f a m i l i e s
w h o  a b s o l u t e l y  d e p e n d  o n  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  f i s h  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y
p o l l u t e d  b y  v a r i o u s  c o n t a m i n a n t s .  T h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  l o c a t e d  i n
S i t a k u n d a  ( C h a t t o g r a m ) ,  B a n g l a d e s h  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  s e v e r e l y
i m p a c t s  t h e  c o a s t a l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  c a u s i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  e c o l o g i c a l  d e g r a d a t i o n .
T h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  h a r m  b i o d i v e r s i t y ,  s o i l ,  w a t e r ,  a n d  a i r  q u a l i t y ,  w i t h  h i g h
l e v e l s  o f  p o l l u t a n t s  f o u n d  i n  e n d - o f - l i f e  s h i p s .  T h e  a b u n d a n c e  a n d
d i s t r i b u t i o n  p a t t e r n s  o f  b e n t h i c  f a u n a  d i f f e r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b e t w e e n  a f f e c t e d
a n d  n o n - a f f e c t e d  a r e a s ,  w i t h  h i g h e r  d o m i n a n c e  o f  p o l l u t a n t - i n d i c a t o r
s p e c i e s  o b s e r v e d  i n  r e g i o n s  i m p a c t e d  b y  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  h a s  l e d  t o
d e f o r e s t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d .  T h i s  o n g o i n g  i n f l u x
o f  p o l l u t a n t s  s e r v e s  a s  a  c r i t i c a l  w a r n i n g ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  u r g e n t  n e e d  f o r
a w a r e n e s s  a n d  a c t i o n .

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/es506316t
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2352186418301743
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/HeavymetalinfluenceinSedimentsatShipbreakingofBangladesh.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318444343_Ship_Breaking_Industries_and_their_Impacts_on_the_Local_People_and_Environment_of_Coastal_Areas_of_Bangladesh
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/HeavymetalinfluenceinSedimentsatShipbreakingofBangladesh.pdf


Active shipbreaking yards are hidden from outside view through concrete walls
watched by armed guards in uniforms policing entry – barring local fishing and
non-fishing communities from enjoying the view of the ocean. We may all live in a
permanently polluted world where ‘the pollution of the water has joined the
molecular fabric of our bodies’ (Murphy 2013: 495), but dumping toxic vessels on
the Global South illustrates how people are not equally exposed or protected.

Camelia Dewan, 2023  
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U n t i l  t h e  2 0 0 0 s ,  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a r e a  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  w a s  p r i m a r i l y  a n
a g r a r i a n  a n d  f i s h e r i e s - b a s e d  c o a s t a l  a r e a  w i t h  m u c h  o f  i t s  c o a s t l i n e  c o v e r e d
w i t h  m a n g r o v e s .  I n  2 0 1 9 ,  i t  w a s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 0 , 0 0 0
p r o t e c t e d  m a n g r o v e s  i n  S i t a k u n d a  w e r e  c l e a r e d  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  s h i p  a c c e s s  t o
t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t .  T h i s  l a r g e - s c a l e  d e f o r e s t a t i o n
r e m o v e d  t h e  c r i t i c a l  n a t u r a l  d e f e n c e  a g a i n s t  c o a s t a l  e r o s i o n  o n c e  p r o v i d e d
b y  t h e  m a n g r o v e s .  T h e  l o s s  o f  t h i s  p r o t e c t i v e  b a r r i e r  e x p o s e d  e x t e n s i v e
a r e a s  o f  t h e  c o a s t — b o t h  i n  b r e a d t h  a n d  i n l a n d  e x t e n t — t o  t h e  h e i g h t e n e d
r i s k s  o f  e x t r e m e  w e a t h e r  e v e n t s  s u c h  a s  c y c l o n e s ,  s t o r m s ,  a n d  s t o r m  s u r g e s .

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00141844.2023.2208309
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00141844.2023.2208309
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/23996544231208202
https://maritimeindia.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Ananya-Mukherjee-Bhavna-Shri-Harsha-Maritime-Pollution-and-the-Shipbreaking-Industry.pdf
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N u m e r o u s  s t u d i e s  h a v e  d i r e c t l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p o l l u t i o n  c a u s e d
b y  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  t h r o u g h  a p p r o a c h e s  l i k e  f i e l d  s a m p l i n g  a n d
s a t e l l i t e - b a s e d  m o n i t o r i n g .  F a r m l a n d s  i n  S i t a k u n d a  h a v e  b e e n  s h o w n  t o
c o n t a i n  m o d e r a t e  t o  h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  c o n t a m i n a t i o n ,  w i t h  3 0 - 5 0 %  o f
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o i l  e x c e e d i n g  s a f e  t h r e s h o l d s  f o r  t o x i c  m e t a l s .  C r o p s  s u c h  a s
r i c e ,  v e g e t a b l e s ,  a n d  f r u i t s  g r o w n  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  f r e q u e n t l y  c o n t a i n  e l e v a t e d
l e v e l s  o f  z i n c  ( Z n ) ,  c h r o m i u m  ( C r ) ,  a n d  c o p p e r  ( C u ) ,  f u r t h e r  c o m p r o m i s i n g
f o o d  s a f e t y .  P o o r - q u a l i t y  c r o p s ,  s o i l  c o n t a m i n a t i o n ,  a n d  l o s s  o f  f e r t i l i t y
( 1 3 % )  a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t s  s e e n  o n  f a r m l a n d .  T h e  d e c l i n e  o f
c o a s t a l  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  r e d u c t i o n  o f  m a n g r o v e  f o r e s t  a r e a s ,  a n d  d e c r e a s e d
s p e c i e s  d i v e r s i t y  a r e  a m o n g  t h e  p r i m a r y  i m p a c t s  o n  m a r i n e  e c o s y s t e m s .
D u r i n g  t h e  d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  d e c o m m i s s i o n e d  s h i p s ,  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  w a s t e ,
i n c l u d i n g  t r a c e  m e t a l s ,  a c c u m u l a t e  i n  b e a c h  s e d i m e n t s  a n d  g r a d u a l l y
d i s p e r s e  i n t o  t i d a l ,  s u b - t i d a l ,  a n d  d e e p - s e a  w a t e r s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r
a s s o c i a t e d  s e d i m e n t s .  T r a c e  m e t a l s  a r e  w e l l - r e c o g n i s e d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
p o l l u t a n t s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  t o x i c i t y ,  l o n g - l a s t i n g  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e
a t m o s p h e r e ,  a n d  t e n d e n c y  t o  b i o - a c c u m u l a t e  i n  t h e  h u m a n  b o d y .  T h i s  r a i s e s
s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n c e r n s  f o r  c o a s t a l  e c o s y s t e m s ,  a s  t h e  a c c u m u l a t e d  t r a c e
m e t a l s  c a n  g r a d u a l l y  f i l t e r  i n t o  s u r r o u n d i n g  w a t e r s  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s
p r o c e s s e s ,  m u c h  l i k e  a  c l o g g e d  s i n k  s l o w l y  r e l e a s i n g  c o n t a m i n a n t s .  T h i s
r e s u l t s  i n  s e v e r e  p o l l u t i o n  a n d  l o n g - t e r m  d a m a g e  t o  a q u a t i c  e c o s y s t e m s .  

A  2 0 2 2  s t u d y  i n  A l a n g ,  I n d i a ,  r e v e a l s  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f
s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  p e t r o g e n i c  h y d r o c a r b o n s ,
p l a s t i c i s e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  t o x i c  o r g a n i c  p o l l u t a n t s ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  m a r i n e  w a t e r
q u a l i t y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i n  2 0 2 4 ,  a  s t u d y  i n  G a d a n i ,  P a k i s t a n  s h o w s  t h e
s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  t h e  a t m o s p h e r i c
r e l e a s e  o f  s h o r t - c h a i n  c h l o r i n a t e d  p a r a f f i n s  ( S C C P s ) ,  p o l y c h l o r i n a t e d
b i p h e n y l s  ( P C B s ) ,  a n d  p o l y c y c l i c  a r o m a t i c  h y d r o c a r b o n s  ( P A H s ) .  S i m i l a r l y ,
s e d i m e n t s  f r o m  s h i p b r e a k i n g  z o n e s  i n  G a d a n i ,  P a k i s t a n ,  s h o w  e l e v a t e d
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  t o t a l  a n d  m e t h y l a t e d  m e r c u r y ,  f u r t h e r  u n d e r s c o r i n g  t h e
i n d u s t r y ’ s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t .  
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H E A L T H  R I S K S  F O R  W O R K E R S  A N D  C O M M U N I T I E S
T h e  r e l e a s e  o f  p o l l u t a n t s  f r o m  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y
i m p a c t s  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  i t s  w o r k e r s ,  b u t  i t s  e f f e c t s  e x t e n d  f a r  b e y o n d ,
i n e v i t a b l y  a f f e c t i n g  a l s o  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .

P e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  p o v e r t y  f a c e  a  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  b u r d e n  f r o m  t o x i c
e x p o s u r e .  I n d u s t r i e s  a n d  o t h e r  m a j o r  s o u r c e s  o f  p o l l u t i o n  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y
l o c a t e d  n e a r  l o w - i n c o m e  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  w h i c h  a l r e a d y  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  m u l t i p l e
s o c i o e c o n o m i c  c h a l l e n g e s  t h a t  e x a c e r b a t e  h e a l t h  r i s k s .  E f f o r t s  f o c u s e d
s o l e l y  o n  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  h a v e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  f a l l e n  s h o r t  i n  a d d r e s s i n g
t h e s e  i n e q u i t i e s  a n d  i m p r o v i n g  o u t c o m e s  f o r  a f f e c t e d  p o p u l a t i o n s .   F o r
e x a m p l e ,  s t u d i e s  c o n d u c t e d  i n  S i t a k u n d a ,  B a n g l a d e s h ,  h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d
d a n g e r o u s l y  h i g h  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  t o x i c  m e t a l s — s u c h  a s  l e a d  ( P b ) ,  c a d m i u m
( C d ) ,  a n d  a r s e n i c  ( A s ) — i n  s o i l ,  w a t e r ,  s e d i m e n t ,  a n d  c r o p s .  T h e s e
c o n t a m i n a n t s  e n t e r  t h e  f o o d  c h a i n ,  p o s i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  h e a l t h  r i s k s  t o  l o c a l
p o p u l a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  m a y  i n c l u d e  l i v e r  d y s f u n c t i o n s ,  c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  d i s e a s e s ,
c a n c e r s ,  n e u r o l o g i c a l  p r o b l e m s ,  a n d  a l t e r e d  r e n a l  a n d / o r  e n d o c r i n e
f u n c t i o n s .  

F a m i l i e s  w h o  h a v e  l i v e d  i n  S i t a k u n d a  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  l a m e n t e d  t h e  d e c l i n e
i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  f l a v o u r  o f  l o c a l  f o o d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o m a t o e s ,  p u m p k i n s ,
f l a t  b e a n s  ( “ s e e m ” ) ,  a n d  g o u r d s  ( “ l a o ” ) .  A n  e l d e r l y  w o m a n  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e
n o t - s o - d i s t a n t  p a s t ,  a s  r e c e n t  a s  2 0 0 5  -  “ w e  u s e d  t o  h a v e  e v e r y t h i n g  h e r e ,
d a t e s  a n d  d a t e  j u i c e .  N o w  t h i s  i s  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  z o n e ”  -  w h e n  t h e  a r e a  w a s  f u l l
w i t h  c o w s ,  r i c e  f i e l d s ,  j h u m  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  a n d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  v e g e t a b l e s  t h a t
w e r e  r i c h  i n  f l a v o u r ,  a l o n g  w i t h  f r e s h  c o r i a n d e r  a n d  o n i o n s .  T h e  f r u i t  t r e e s ,
s u c h  a s  j a c k f r u i t ,  g u a v a ,  p i n e a p p l e ,  b e t e l  n u t ,  p o m e g r a n a t e ,  s a f e d a ,  k a l o
j a m ,  a n d  j a m r u l ,  a r e  n o w  c o a t e d  w i t h  a  l a y e r  o f  r e d  m e t a l l i c  d u s t  f r o m
i n t e n s e  a i r  p o l l u t i o n  a n d  n o  l o n g e r  b e a r  f r u i t .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  r e s i d e n t s  c a n  n o
l o n g e r  r e l y  o n  l o c a l l y  g r o w n  p r o d u c e ,  a n d  a r e  f o r c e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  a l l  t h e i r
f o o d .
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A s b e s t o s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a s  i t  i s  n o t  b a n n e d  i n  a n y  o f  t h e  t h r e e  s h i p b r e a k i n g
c o u n t r i e s ,  p o s e s  a  h i g h  r i s k  f o r  w o r k e r s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e
f o r  r e s p i r a t o r y  d i s e a s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c a n c e r .  A s b e s t o s  e x p o s u r e  v i a  i n h a l a t i o n
o f  t h e  f i b r e s  d u r i n g  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a s b e s t o s i s ,  a
p u l m o n a r y  f i b r o s i s  a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  i n h a l a t i o n  o f  a s b e s t o s  f i b r e s  o v e r  t i m e ;
l u n g  c a n c e r ;  a n d  m e s o t h e l i o m a  c a n c e r .  D i a g n o s i s  o f  t h e s e  d i s e a s e s  i s
c h a l l e n g i n g  a s  t h e r e  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e l a y  b e t w e e n  e x p o s u r e  a n d  s y m p t o m
d e v e l o p m e n t .  I n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  D r  R o y  R a j a t  a n d  h i s  t e a m  h a v e  r e s e a r c h e d  2 5
s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  a n d  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e i r  l u n g  h e a l t h  i s  t h e  m o s t
v u l n e r a b l e .  I n  I n d i a ,  a  r e s e a r c h  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  n e a r l y  1 5 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l
w o r k f o r c e  e n g a g e d  i n  s h i p b r e a k i n g  m a y  s u f f e r  f r o m  m e s o t h e l i o m a ,
a m o u n t i n g  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 , 5 1 3  d e a t h s  a m o n g  t h e  3 1 , 0 0 0  w o r k e r s
e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e  y a r d s  o n l y  b e t w e e n  1 9 9 4  a n d  2 0 0 2 .  T h e  y e a r  w i t h  t h e
h i g h e s t  p r o j e c t e d  n u m b e r  o f  d e a t h s  i s  2 0 2 7 .

W h i l e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  f r e q u e n t l y  r e p o r t  b r e a t h i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d
e x p o s u r e  t o  t o x i c  s m o k e ,  c o m m u n i t i e s  a l s o  f a c e  s e v e r e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f r o m
d a i l y  t o x i c  e x p o s u r e .   E l d e r s  f r o m  a  f i s h i n g  c o m m u n i t y  n e a r  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g
y a r d  a r e a  i n  S i t a k u n d a ,  B a n g l a d e s h  -  b o t h  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  -  h a v e
c o n s i s t e n t l y  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  p o l l u t i o n .  A
m e m b e r  o f  t h i s  c o m m u n i t y  d e s c r i b e s  h o w  s h i p  d i s m a n t l i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  d i r e c t l y
i m p a c t  f i s h i n g  l i v e l i h o o d s  a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

Our whole livelihoods depend on fishing. When ships are cut down and broken,
they leak black oil into the waters. This kills fish, the nets also get caught in the
black oil, so the fish we catch end up smelling like oil. We cannot sell them; we
cannot eat them. When the fish come with the high tide, the tide also brings in
polluted water, resulting in the black oil you see in our homestead ponds.

Member of a fishing community

M o r e o v e r ,  h a z a r d o u s  c h e m i c a l s  p o s e  s i g n i f i c a n t  r i s k s  t o  h u m a n
r e p r o d u c t i o n .  T h e  d e e p l y  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  b i o l o g i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  o f
c r e a t i n g  a n d  n u r t u r i n g  n e w  l i f e  d e p e n d  o n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a  t o x i c - f r e e
e n v i r o n m e n t ,  w h i c h  i s  i n t e g r a l  t o  t h e  b r o a d e r  r i g h t  t o  a  c l e a n ,  h e a l t h y ,  a n d
s u s t a i n a b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  W h e n  a  c h e m i c a l  e n t e r s  t h e  b o d y ,  i t  i n c r e a s e s  t h e
r i s k  o f  a f f e c t i n g  n o t  o n l y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  b u t  a l s o  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .
E x p o s u r e  t o  h a r m f u l  c h e m i c a l s  h a s  b e e n  l i n k e d  t o  m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e
s u b f e r t i l i t y  a n d  i n f e r t i l i t y ,  m i s c a r r i a g e s ,  m i s c a r r i a g e s ,  a d v e r s e  b i r t h
o u t c o m e s ,  n e u r o l o g i c a l  a n d  m u l t i - s y s t e m  i m p a c t s  o n  c h i l d r e n ,  c a n c e r ,  a n d
d i s a b i l i t i e s .
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T h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  S o u t h  A s i a
c o n t i n u e s  t o  e n d a n g e r  v u l n e r a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  e c o s y s t e m s .  C o m m u n i t i e s
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a r e a  f a c e  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  e x p o s u r e  t o  p o l l u t i o n ,
e x a c e r b a t i n g  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  i n e q u a l i t i e s .  

T O W A R D S  S U S T A I N A B L E  S O L U T I O N S
B y  2 0 5 0 ,  t h e  v o l u m e  o f  d i s m a n t l e d  s h i p s  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  r e a c h  7 5 – 9 5  m i l l i o n
g r o s s  t o n s  p e r  y e a r ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  u r g e n t  n e e d  t o  p r o p e r l y  a d d r e s s  t h e
h a z a r d s  p r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  i n d u s t r y .  P o l i c y  m a k e r s ,  i n d u s t r y
s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  a n d  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  m u s t  a c t  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  e c o n o m i c
b e n e f i t s  o f  r e c y c l i n g  d e c o m m i s s i o n e d  s h i p s  a r e  n o t  a c h i e v e d  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e
o f  h u m a n  l i v e s  o r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h e a l t h  o n  b e a c h e s .  A d o p t i n g  o f f - t h e - b e a c h
r e c y c l i n g  m e t h o d s  w i t h  p r o p e r  c o n t a i n m e n t  o f  p o l l u t a n t s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o
u p h o l d  a  c o l l e c t i v e  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  j u s t i c e ,  s a f e t y ,  a n d  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y .  T h i s
a p p r o a c h  w i l l  h e l p  p r o t e c t  v u l n e r a b l e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  t h e  e c o s y s t e m s  o n
w h i c h  t h e y  d e p e n d .

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0959378022001194
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M a y  2 0 2 3

M a r t i n  D i t k o f
T h i s  r e s e a r c h  p a p e r  e m p l o y s  a  w o r l d - s y s t e m s  a n a l y s i s  a n d  t h e  n o r m a l i s a t i o n
o f  d e v i a n c e  c o n c e p t  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  o r i g i n s  a n d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f
a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d  h e a l t h  h a z a r d s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ' s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y .  I t
f o c u s e s  o n  t h e  h e a l t h  r i s k s  f a c e d  b y  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s ,  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,
a n d  n e a r b y  c o m m u n i t i e s  d u e  t o  a s b e s t o s  f i b r e s  r e l e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h e
d i s m a n t l i n g  p r o c e s s .  T h e  p a p e r  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  l i m i t a t i o n s  t h a t
p r e v e n t  a f f e c t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  f r o m  s e e k i n g  r e m e d i e s  u n d e r  g l o b a l  f r a m e w o r k s
o r  B a n g l a d e s h ' s  l e g a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m s ,  d e s p i t e  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  i l l n e s s e s
s u c h  a s  a s b e s t o s i s ,  l u n g  c a n c e r ,  a n d  m e s o t h e l i o m a .  B u i l d i n g  o n  t h i s
f o u n d a t i o n ,  t h e  p a p e r  e v a l u a t e s  w h e t h e r  a  l e g a l  r i g h t  o f  a c t i o n  c o u l d  b e
p u r s u e d  i n  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  f o r u m s ,  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  u s e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .
I t  a r g u e s  f o r  s u c h  a  r i g h t  b a s e d  o n  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  j u s t i c e  a n d  m o r a l i t y ,  c i t i n g
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s '  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  s h i p b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  s o m e  v e s s e l s
s c r a p p e d  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  a n d  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  b e n e f i t s  d e r i v e d  b y  U . S . - b a s e d
c o m p a n i e s  f r o m  g l o b a l  s h i p p i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  p a p e r  a l s o
e x a m i n e s  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  i n  p u r s u i n g  s u c h  c l a i m s ,  o f f e r i n g  a  c r i t i c a l
p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  s e e k i n g  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y .

A s b e s t o s - R e l a t e d  I s s u e s  I m p a c t i n g  B a n g l a d e s h  S h i p b r e a k i n g  L a b o r e r s

M a r c h  2 0 2 4

A b d u l  S h a k o o r  K h a n ,  S a i d  A k b a r  K h a n ,  A s i m  A b b a s i ,  D i n a  H a j j a r ,  A r w a  A .
M a k k i ,  H a n a n  A l m a h a s h e e r ,  A l i  R . A . ,  M o u r s y ,  R a i m u n d o  J i m e n e z - B a l l e s t a
T h e  s t u d y  e v a l u a t e s  o r g a n i c  a i r  c o n t a m i n a n t s  i n  G a d a n i ,  P a k i s t a n ,  f o c u s i n g
o n  a r e a s  a r o u n d  s h i p b r e a k i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  n e a r b y  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  a n d
a d j a c e n t  r o a d w a y s .  A n a l y s i s  o f  3 0  a i r  s a m p l e s  r e v e a l e d  e l e v a t e d
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  p o l y c y c l i c  a r o m a t i c  h y d r o c a r b o n s  ( P A H s ) ,  s h o r t - c h a i n
c h l o r i n a t e d  p a r a f f i n s  ( S C C P s ) ,  a n d  p o l y c h l o r i n a t e d  b i p h e n y l s  ( P C B s )  i n
s h i p b r e a k i n g  z o n e s .  T h e  f i n d i n g s  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  r o l e  o f  P a k i s t a n ' s
s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  a t m o s p h e r i c  p o l l u t i o n .

C h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  p e r s i s t e n t  o r g a n i c  c o n t a m i n a n t s  i n  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  o f
G a d a n i ’ s  s h i p  b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  a n d  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g :  I m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r
s u s t a i n a b l e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  p r a c t i c e s

R E S E A R C H  &  R E A D I N G S

JANUARY 2025SAQU #40 //

https://theasbestosblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Asbestos-Bangladesh-Shipbreaking-582023.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S016041202400117X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S016041202400117X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S016041202400117X
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O U R  R E P O R T S

N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m

S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  i n  T u r k e y :  C h a l l e n g e s  a n d  F u t u r e  D i r e c t i o n  ( 2 0 2 4 )

“ T r a d i n g  L i v e s  f o r  P r o f i t :  H o w  t h e  S h i p p i n g  I n d u s t r y  C i r c u m v e n t s
R e g u l a t i o n s  t o  S c r a p  T o x i c  S h i p s  o n  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  B e a c h e s ”  -  I n
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  H u m a n  R i g h t s  W a t c h  ( 2 0 2 3 )

B r e a k i n g  O u t :  A n c h o r i n g  C i r c u l a r  I n n o v a t i o n  f o r  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  ( 2 0 2 2 )

T h e  T o x i c  T i d e  -  D a t a  a n d  f i g u r e s  ( 2 0 2 2 )

C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s :  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  m u s t  a l i g n  i t s  w a s t e  s h i p  e x p o r t s
w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d  g r e e n  d e a l  ( 2 0 2 0 )

S t u d y  R e p o r t  o n  C h i l d  L a b o u r  i n  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  S e c t o r  i n  B a n g l a d e s h
( 2 0 1 9 )

B e h i n d  t h e  H y p o c r i s y  o f  B e t t e r  B e a c h e s  ( 2 0 1 9 )

R e c y c l i n g  O u t l o o k .  D e c o m m i s s i o n i n g  o f  N o r t h  S e a  F l o a t i n g  O i l  &  G a s  U n i t s .
( 2 0 1 9 )
 

JANUARY 2025SAQU #40 //

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Turkey-Report-2023-NGOSBP.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/node/385988
https://www.hrw.org/node/385988
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Breaking-Out-Magazine.pdf
https://www.offthebeach.org/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Final-Report-PE_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Shipbreaking-OG-Report_compressed-compressed.pdf


S i n c e  2 0 0 9 ,  a r o u n d  8 2 2 1  s h i p s  w e r e  s c r a p p e d  i n  S o u t h  A s i a ,  c a u s i n g  a t  l e a s t
5 1 2  d e a t h s  a n d  4 7 0  i n j u r i e s .  T h e  f i g u r e s  o n  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  m u c h
h i g h e r .  O c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s  a r e  n o t  e v e n  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d
a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  m o n i t o r .

WE ARE NOW CALLING FOR YOUR SUPPORT TO HELP INJURED

WORKERS AND ASBESTOS VICTIMS IN BANGLADESH. CHECK OUT

OUR FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN FOR MORE INFORMATION BY

CLICKING HERE OR ON THE IMAGE BELOW.

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign/


SUPPORT 
OUR WORK

T o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s a f e  a n d  c l e a n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  b e c o m e s  t h e  n o r m ,  a n d  n o t  t h e
e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n f o r m  p o l i c y  m a k e r s ,  f i n a n c i a l  a n d
c o r p o r a t e  l e a d e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s .  W i t h  a  b r o a d  b a s e
o f  s u p p o r t  b o t h  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  i n
s h i p  o w n i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  p l a y s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  h u m a n
r i g h t s ,  c o r p o r a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  j u s t i c e .  

W i l l  y o u  j o i n  u s ?  

I f  y o u  s h a r e  o u r  v i s i o n  p l e a s e  m a k e  a  d o n a t i o n
t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  w o r k  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  t o  f i n d  o u t
h o w  w e  c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r !
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A B O U T  T H I S  R E P O R T

F I N D  U S  O N L I N E

WE THANK THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND THE LIFE PROGRAMME FOR THEIR SUPPORT.


