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Vessels are recycled in facilities that
ensure clean, safe, and just practices
that provide workers with decent jobs.
Vessels will be toxic-free and no longer
cause harm to workers, local
communities, or the environment at
end-of-life.

To act as a catalyst for change by
effectively advocating for clean, safe,
and just ship recycling globally. This
necessitates denouncing dirty and
dangerous practices, such as the
dumping of end-of-life vessels on the
beaches of developing countries. Our
commitment to finding sustainable
global solutions is based on the respect
of human and workers’ rights and the
principles of environmental justice,
producer responsibility, ‘polluter pays’,
and clean production.

V I S I O N  &
M I S S I O N

In this quarterly publication, we inform
about the shipbreaking practices in
South Asia, providing an overview of
accidents that took place on the
beaches of Bangladesh, India and
Pakistan, relevant press media as well
as research. We aim to raise public
awareness about the many negative
impacts of shipbreaking in South Asia
as well as developments aimed at the
protection of workers’ rights and the
environment.
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ACC IDENTS
I m p r o v i n g  s a f e t y  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  s e c t o r  i s  c r u c i a l  t o
p r e v e n t  a c c i d e n t s  a n d  p r o t e c t  w o r k e r s '  w e l l - b e i n g .  C u r r e n t l y ,  a c c i d e n t s  a r e
r e p o r t e d  b y  t h e  P l a t f o r m  b a s e d  o n  l o c a l  s o u r c e s  a n d  m e d i a  r e p o r t s .
H o w e v e r ,  a s  t h e  s e c t o r  s u f f e r s  f r o m  a  s e r i o u s  l a c k  o f  t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  m a n y
i n c i d e n t s  l i k e l y  g o  u n r e p o r t e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ,  I n d i a  a n d
P a k i s t a n ,  w h e r e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  i n d u s t r y  f a i l  t o  r e p o r t  a n d  p u b l i s h  d a t a .
M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  d a t a  o n  o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  c a n c e r ,  f u r t h e r  e x a c e r b a t e s  t h e  l a c k  o f  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  t o w a r d s
w o r k e r s .  M a n y  w o r k e r s  a r e  e x p o s e d  t o  t o x i c s  u n k n o w i n g l y  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s .

BANGLADESH

O n  1  J a n u a r y ,  H r i d o y  ( 2 5 )  s u s t a i n e d  a  m i n o r  i n j u r y  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  a t  J o i n t
I r o n  S t e e l  S h i p  B r e a k i n g .

O n  5  J a n u a r y ,  M d .  F o r h a d  ( 3 0 ) ,  a  w o r k e r  i n  t h e  w i r e  g r o u p  a t  S . S .
S t e e l / H a d i a  S t e e l ,  s u f f e r e d  a n  i n j u r y  t o  h i s  r i g h t  l e g .
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O n  6  J a n u a r y ,  K a r i m  ( 4 5 )  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  a t  A s a d i  S t e e l  a f t e r  s u f f e r i n g  a n
e l e c t r i c  s h o c k  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  o n  a  s h i p  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t  a t  P r o j o t y
S h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  ( f o r m e r  y a r d  o f  J a n a t a  S t e e l ) .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  o n  7
J a n u a r y ,  M d .  F o j u l  K o r i m  ( 4 6 ) ,  a  s e c u r i t y  g u a r d  a t  P r o j o t y  S h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d
( f o r m e r  y a r d  o f  J a n a t a  S t e e l ) ,  a l s o  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  y a r d
w h i c h  i s  d i s m a n t l i n g  a  s h i p  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  C O R A L  ( I M O  7 3 9 0 1 7 9 ) ,  o w n e d  b y
S o u t h  K o r e a n  s h i p p i n g  c o m p a n y  S i n o k o r .  

O n  1 0  J a n u a r y ,  I b r a h i m  ( 2 6 ) ,  a  c u t t e r ,  w a s  i n j u r e d  d u r i n g  a  n i g h t  s h i f t  a t
N . B .  S t e e l  w h e n  o n b o a r d  t h e  C O M A N C H E  ( I M O  8 7 5 7 6 4 7 ) ,  o w n e d  b y
N i g e r i a n  c o m p a n y  T C O  M a r i n e .  A n  i r o n  p l a t e  f e l l  o n  h i s  l e g ,  c a u s i n g  a
s e r i o u s  f r a c t u r e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  l o c a l  s o u r c e s ,  N . B .  S t e e l  s h a r e s  o w n e r s h i p
w i t h  K . R .  S t e e l ,  w h i c h  r e c e n t l y  o b t a i n e d  a  S t a t e m e n t  o f  C o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e
H o n g  K o n g  C o n v e n t i o n  ( H K C ) .  D e s p i t e  l e g a l  p r o h i b i t i o n s  t o  c o n d u c t   n i g h t
s h i f t s ,  w o r k p l a c e  a c c i d e n t s  c o n t i n u e  t o  o c c u r  d u r i n g  t h e s e  h o u r s .

O n  2 6  J a n u a r y ,  M d .  D i d a r  ( 2 5 ) ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  m u d  g r o u p ,  w a s  s e r i o u s l y
i n j u r e d  a t  M i l l e n n i u m  S h i p  B r e a k i n g  Y a r d .

O n  3  F e b r u a r y ,  c u t t e r  m a n  M d  S h o h i l  ( 2 6 )  w a s  i n j u r e d  i n  a  f i r e  a t  S . N .
C o r p o r a t i o n  i n  S h i t a l p u r — o n e  o f  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  t h a t  h o l d s  a
S t a t e m e n t  o f  C o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  H o n g  K o n g  C o n v e n t i o n  ( H K C ) .  T h e  f i r e
l e f t  S h o h i l  w i t h  s e r i o u s  h e a r i n g  l o s s .  T h e  i n c i d e n t  o c c u r r e d  o n b o a r d  t h e
v e s s e l  S W A R A J Y A  ( I M O  9 1 7 0 4 3 2 ) ,  l i n k e d  t o  c a s h  b u y e r  B e s t  O a s i s .  N o t a b l y ,
t h e  s a m e  v e s s e l  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  d e a d l y  e x p l o s i o n  o n  7  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 4 ,
w h i c h  c l a i m e d  t h e  l i v e s  o f  s e v e n  w o r k e r s  a n d  s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  m o r e  t h a n
t e n  o t h e r s .  S . N .  C o r p o r a t i o n  h a s  p u b l i c l y  d e n i e d  t h e  3  F e b r u a r y  i n c i d e n t .
H o w e v e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  I n d u s t r i A L L ’ s  l o c a l  s o u r c e s ,  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  a t
t h e  y a r d  h a v e  d e t e r i o r a t e d  s i n c e  J a n u a r y .  R e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  i n c r e a s e d
w o r k l o a d s ,  1 2 - h o u r  s h i f t s  w i t h o u t  o v e r t i m e  p a y ,  n o  a c c e s s  t o  l u n c h  o r
r e f r e s h m e n t s ,  a n d  d e l a y e d  w a g e s — w i t h  w o r k e r s  s t i l l  u n p a i d  f o r  J a n u a r y  a s
o f  1 1  F e b r u a r y ,  t h e  d a t e  o f  I n d u s t r i A L L ’ s  r e p o r t .  D e s p i t e  t h e s e  i s s u e s ,  S . N .
C o r p o r a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  o p e r a t e  e v e n  a f t e r  h a v i n g  l o s t  i t s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
c l e a r a n c e  c e r t i f i c a t e  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t .
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https://www.industriall-union.org/safety-lapses-persist-at-sn-corporation-shipbreaking-yard
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/bangladesh-ship-explosion-exposes-regulatory-failures/
https://www.industriall-union.org/safety-lapses-persist-at-sn-corporation-shipbreaking-yard
https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/industry/bangladesh-moves-strengthen-ship-recycling-regulations-imo-1080746
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D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  B A N G L A D E S H

S I X  Y A R D S  I N  B A N G L A D E S H  N O W  C L A I M  T O  B E  “ G R E E N ”  D E S P I T E  T H A T
T H E Y  A R E  S T I L L  B E A C H I N G
A n o t h e r  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  i n  B a n g l a d e s h  h a s  r e c e i v e d  a  S t a t e m e n t  o f
C o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  H K C ,  r a i s i n g  f u r t h e r  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s
o f  s u c h  d o c u m e n t s  i n  e n s u r i n g  t r u l y  s a f e  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s o u n d  s h i p
r e c y c l i n g .  A r a b  S h i p  B r e a k i n g  a n d  R e c y c l i n g  L i m i t e d  h a s  b e c o m e  t h e  s i x t h
y a r d  t o  o b t a i n  a  S o C  f r o m  B u r e a u  V e r i t a s ,  j o i n i n g  P H P  S h i p  B r e a k i n g  &
R e c y c l i n g  I n d u s t r i e s ,  S . N .  C o r p o r a t i o n  ( S h i t a l p u r ) ,  K a b i r  S h i p  R e c y c l i n g ,  K R
S h i p  R e c y c l i n g ,  a n d  M A K  C o r p o r a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  S o C s  a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  r e f l e c t
a d h e r e n c e  t o  t h e  I M O ’ s  s a f e t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  t h e y  i n s t e a d
s e r v e  a s  a  t o o l  f o r  g r e e n - w a s h i n g  b e a c h i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .  M a n y  o f  t h e  y a r d s
h o l d i n g  t h e s e  d o c u m e n t s  c o n t i n u e  t o  o p e r a t e  u n d e r  h a z a r d o u s  a n d
e x p l o i t a t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  c a l l i n g  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  a n d  i m p a c t  o f
t h e  H o n g  K o n g  C o n v e n t i o n ’ s  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .  L a b o u r  r i g h t s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s
k e e p  h i g h l i g h t i n g  s e r i o u s  s a f e t y  v i o l a t i o n s ,  w o r k p l a c e  a c c i d e n t s ,  a n d
i n a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c t i o n s  f o r  w o r k e r s — i s s u e s  t h a t  p e r s i s t  e v e n  i n  c e r t i f i e d
y a r d s .  

O n  5  F e b r u a r y ,  M d .  F o r h a d ,  a  w o r k e r  i n  t h e  w i r e  g r o u p  w o r k i n g  a t  S .
S t e e l / H a d i a  S t e e l  y a r d ,  s u f f e r e d  a  s e v e r e  i n j u r y  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  a m p u t a t i o n
o f  h i s  l e g .  O n  t h e  s a m e  d a y ,  A n i s u r  R a h m a n  ( 5 0 ) ,  w o r k i n g  a t  F e r d o u s  S t e e l ,
f e l l  o n t o  a  t a n k  a n d  s u s t a i n e d  a  h e a d  i n j u r y .

O n  2 5  F e b r u a r y ,  M d .  S a k i l  ( 2 0 ) ,  e m p l o y e d  a t  S . N .  C o r p o r a t i o n  y a r d  i n
S h i t a l p u r  ( y a r d  h o l d i n g  a  S t a t e m e n t  o f  C o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  H K C ) ,  s u s t a i n e d
a  f i n g e r  i n j u r y  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  v e s s e l  F E R N  ( I M O  7 3 8 5 1 1 2 ) ,  o w n e d  b y
F r e n c h  c o m p a n y  P e r e n c o .  

O n  1 2  M a r c h ,  F o y s a l  ( 4 7 )  t r a g i c a l l y  l o s t  h i s  l i f e  a t  a  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  i n
C h i t t a g o n g  a f t e r  f a l l i n g  f r o m  t h e  v e s s e l  L A K A T A M I A  ( I M O  9 2 0 3 7 9 6 ) ,  o w n e d
b y  t h e  G r e e k  P o l y s  H a j i - I o a n n o u  G r o u p .  H e  h a d  b e e n  a t  t h e  y a r d  t o
p u r c h a s e  o i l  f r o m  t h e  s h i p  a s  p a r t  o f  h i s  w o r k  i n  t h e  o i l  t r a d e  b u s i n e s s .

O n  1 5  M a r c h ,  M d .  N a z i m  ( 3 3 )  s u s t a i n e d  a  h e a d  i n j u r y  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  a t
P r e m i u m  T r a d e  C o r p o r a t i o n .  T h a t  s a m e  d a y ,  a n o t h e r  w o r k e r ,  M d .  R u b e l  ( 2 6 ) ,
a  c u t t e r  h e l p e r ,  w a s  i n j u r e d  i n  h i s  r i g h t  f o o t  w h e n  a n  i r o n  p i e c e  f e l l  d u r i n g
d i s m a n t l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  L a l b a g  S h i p b r e a k i n g  Y a r d .  O n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,
1 6  M a r c h ,  M d .  S h a f i q u l  ( 3 2 ) ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  f i t t e r  g r o u p ,  s u s t a i n e d  a  l e g
i n j u r y  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  a t  K . S . B .  S t e e l .

https://www.industriall-union.org/safety-lapses-persist-at-sn-corporation-shipbreaking-yard
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B A N G L A D E S H  M E D I A  F O C U S E S  O N  T H E  R I S K S  O F  D I S M A N T L I N G  F P S O s
A N D  F S O s  O N  T H E  B E A C H E S
A  B a n g l a d e s h i  n e w s  o u t l e t ,  B e n a r  N e w s ,  c o m p i l e d  a  l i s t  o f  2 5  F l o a t i n g
P r o d u c t i o n  S t o r a g e  O f f l o a d i n g  ( F P S O )  a n d  F l o a t i n g  S t o r a g e  O f f l o a d i n g  ( F S O )
u n i t s  t h a t  w e r e  d i s m a n t l e d  a t  1 0  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  i n  S i t a k u n d a ,
C h a t t o g r a m ,  b e t w e e n  2 0 1 5  a n d  2 0 2 4 .  S h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  w e r e
i n t e r v i e w e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  o n b o a r d  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  t h e
h e a l t h  r i s k s  t h e y  f a c e .  R a h m a n ,  w h o  b e g a n  w o r k i n g  a s  a  c u t t e r  m a n  i n  1 9 9 3 ,
d e v e l o p e d  a  c h r o n i c  l u n g  d i s e a s e  i n  2 0 1 6  d u e  t o  p r o l o n g e d  e x p o s u r e  t o
a s b e s t o s  f i b e r s .  L i k e  m a n y  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  h e  h a n d l e d  a s b e s t o s
w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c t i o n .  R e f l e c t i n g  o n  h i s  c o n d i t i o n ,  h e  s a i d :  " A  d e c a d e
b a c k ,  w h e n  I  s t a r t e d  c o u g h i n g  c o n s t a n t l y ,  I  c a m e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g
w e n t  w r o n g  i n  m y  b o d y ,  ( … )  A f t e r  d e t e c t i o n  o f  a s b e s t o s i s ,  I  u n d e r s t o o d
w h e r e  i t  c a m e  f r o m  –  m y  w o r k  a t  t h e  y a r d  l e f t  m e  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s
t o x i c  e l e m e n t s ,  w h i c h  h a s  c o s t  m e  m y  h e a l t h . ” .  A n o t h e r  w o r k e r ,  A n i s u r  ( 3 1 ) ,
t o l d  B e n a r  N e w s  t h a t  h e  f i r s t  b e c a m e  a w a r e  o f  r a d i o a c t i v e  a n d  o t h e r
h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  i n  2 0 1 6 — t h e  s a m e  y e a r  h e  w a s  d i a g n o s e d  w i t h  a s b e s t o s i s .
T h i s  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  d e c a d e s  a f t e r  h e  b e g a n  w o r k i n g  i n  S i t a k u n d a  a n d
c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  F P S O  N o r t h  S e a  P r o d u c e r  i n  C h a t t o g r a m .
H e  a d d e d :  " I  s t r o n g l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o o k  s t e p s  t o  t e s t  f o r
r a d i a t i o n  e x p o s u r e ,  m a n y  w o r k e r s  w o u l d  b e  d i a g n o s e d  w i t h  i t . "  T h e s e
t e s t i m o n i e s  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  s e v e r e  h e a l t h  r i s k s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  w o r k e r s  e n d u r e
d u e  t o  i n a d e q u a t e  s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s  a n d  t h e  l a c k  o f  p r o p e r  o v e r s i g h t  i n
h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l  h a n d l i n g .

Y A R D S  O P E R A T I N G  W I T H O U T  P E R M I S S I O N  T O  U S E  F O R E S H O R E  A N D
D R E D G  S A N D
T h e  B a n g l a d e s h  I n l a n d  W a t e r  T r a n s p o r t  A u t h o r i t y  ( B I W T A )  h a s  r e p e a t e d l y
c a l l e d  o n  s h i p b r e a k i n g  b u s i n e s s e s  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c l e a r a n c e
c e r t i f i c a t e s .  W h i l e  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e  p r e v i o u s l y  p e r m i t t e d  u n d e r  t h e
a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  I n d u s t r i e s ,  c u r r e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o h i b i t  t h e  u s e
o f  f o r e s h o r e  a r e a s  w i t h i n  r i v e r  p o r t s  w i t h o u t  o f f i c i a l  a p p r o v a l  b y  t h e
g o v e r n m e n t .

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  l e g a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  m o s t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  c o n t i n u e  t o
e x p l o i t  f o r e s h o r e  a r e a s  a n d  d r e d g e  s a n d  w i t h o u t  p a y i n g  t h e  m a n d a t e d  f e e s .
O f  t h e  3 0  t o  4 0  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  o n l y  o n e  h a s
o b t a i n e d  t h e  r e q u i r e d  p e r m i s s i o n .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  o n g o i n g  v i o l a t i o n s ,  t h e
S i t a k u n d a  U p a z i l a  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s  f i n e d  t h r e e  y a r d s — O W W  S h i p b r e a k i n g
Y a r d ,  S L  S t e e l  S h i p b r e a k i n g  Y a r d ,  a n d  M o t h e r  S t e e l  L i m i t e d — f o r  t h e  i l l e g a l
e x t r a c t i o n  o f  s a n d  f r o m  t h e  c h a n n e l .

https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/bengali/chattogram-shipbreak-hazardous-radioactive-02032025081429.html
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/SAQU-29.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/spotlight-north-sea-producer-case/
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A M E N D M E N T S  T O  B A N G L A D E S H ’ S  S H I P  R E C Y C L I N G  A N D  H A Z A R D O U S
W A S T E  M A N A G E M E N T  L E G I S L A T I O N
O n  1 6  F e b r u a r y ,  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  p r i v a t e - s e c t o r  s t a k e h o l d e r s  g a t h e r e d  t o
d i s c u s s  w a y s  t o  a l i g n  B a n g l a d e s h ' s  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  s e c t o r  w i t h  t h e  H K C ,  a s
w e l l  a s  k e y  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  B a s e l ,  R o t t e r d a m ,  a n d  S t o c k h o l m  C o n v e n t i o n s .
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  w o r k s h o p ,  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  I n d u s t r i e s  w i l l  d r a f t  a  p r o p o s a l ,
w h i c h  w i l l  t h e n  b e  c i r c u l a t e d  a m o n g  r e l e v a n t  g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s  f o r
f i n a l  r e v i e w .  T h e  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  S h i p p i n g ,  M r .  S a k h a w a t  H o s s a i n
a n d  t h e  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  I n d u s t r i e s ,  M r .  R a h m a n  K h a n ,  b o t h
e x p r e s s e d  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  d e v e l o p i n g  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g
i n d u s t r y .  M r s .  R i z w a n a  H a s a n ,  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t ,
F o r e s t ,  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e ,  a n d  W a t e r  R e s o u r c e s ,  c a l l e d  f o r  s t r i c t e r
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l a w s  a n d  g r e a t e r  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y .  S h e
e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  m u s t  n o t  c o m e  a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  h u m a n  l i v e s .
" W e  c a n n o t  j u s t i f y  s u s t a i n i n g  t h i s  i n d u s t r y  i f  i t  f a i l s  t o  m e e t  g l o b a l  s a f e t y
a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s t a n d a r d s .  I  a m  p r e p a r e d  t o  c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  t h e  M i n i s t r y
o f  I n d u s t r y  t o  d e v e l o p  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  p r e v e n t  B a n g l a d e s h  f r o m  b e c o m i n g  a
d u m p i n g  g r o u n d  f o r  t o x i c  w a s t e  a n d  p r o t e c t  o u r  w o r k e r s  f r o m  u n k n o w n
h a z a r d s .  T h e  H i g h  C o u r t ’ s  d i r e c t i v e s ,  u p h e l d  b y  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t ,  m u s t
n o t  b e  i g n o r e d , "  s h e  s t a t e d .  H a s a n  a l s o  u r g e d  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  r i g o r o u s l y
e n f o r c e  H i g h  C o u r t  r u l i n g s  p r o h i b i t i n g  s h i p b r e a k i n g  o n  t i d a l  b e a c h  a r e a s ,
s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  r u l i n g s  m u s t  b e  f u l l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  n a t i o n a l
r e g u l a t i o n s .  

D E V E L O P M E N T S  I N  P A K I S T A N
P A K I S T A N  A T  A  P I V O T A L  T U R N I N G  P O I N T
T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  P a k i s t a n  h a s  r e c e n t l y  p r o p o s e d  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e
s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  s e c t o r  a s  a  f o r m a l  i n d u s t r y  a t  b o t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  a n d  p r o v i n c i a l
l e v e l s ,  w h i c h  w i l l  p r o v i d e  r e g u l a t o r y  c l a r i t y ,  a t t r a c t  i n v e s t m e n t  a n d  c r e a t e
j o b s .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a l s o  p r o p o s e d  r e f o r m s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e
e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  K a r a c h i  S h i p y a r d  &  E n g i n e e r i n g  W o r k s ,  a  k e y  s h i p b u i l d i n g
f a c i l i t y .  T h i s  i n v e s t m e n t  a i m s  t o  r e d u c e  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  f o r e i g n  m a r k e t s ,
r e t a i n  j o b s  a n d  w e a l t h  w i t h i n  P a k i s t a n ,  a n d  f o s t e r  a  m o r e  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t
m a r i t i m e  i n d u s t r y .

R e c o g n i s i n g  a  l e g i t i m a t e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  s e c t o r — o n e  t h a t  o p e r a t e s  i n  a n
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s o u n d  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  m a n n e r ,  a w a y  f r o m  b e a c h i n g
p r a c t i c e s — w o u l d  m a r k  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s h i f t  i n  h o w  P a k i s t a n  m a n a g e s  t h e
d i s m a n t l i n g  o f  o b s o l e t e  v e s s e l s .  T o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  i n v e s t m e n t
i n  s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n  i s  n o t  j u s t  b e n e f i c i a l ,  b u t
e s s e n t i a l .  

https://www.tbsnews.net/economy/industry/bangladesh-moves-strengthen-ship-recycling-regulations-imo-1080746
https://indiashippingnews.com/bangladesh-moves-to-strengthen-ship-recycling-and-hazardous-waste-laws/
https://unb.com.bd/category/Environment/shipbreaking-must-not-continue-at-the-expense-of-human-lives-rizwana/153605
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2025/02/10/maritime-reforms-in-pakistan-strategic-leap-in-shipbuilding-and-recycling/


I n  M a r c h ,  S u s t a i n a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  P o l i c y  I n s t i t u t e  ( S D P I ) ,  P l a t f o r m ’ s
m e m b e r  i n  P a k i s t a n ,  o r g a n i s e d  t h e  e v e n t  " C i r c u l a r i t y  i n  t h e  m a r i n e
e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  i n  P a k i s t a n " .  T h e  e v e n t  a d d r e s s e d
a  b r o a d  r a n g e  o f  m a r i t i m e  i s s u e s ,  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  e m p h a s i s  o n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g
a n d  s h i p b u i l d i n g .  E x p e r t s  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  v i t a l  r o l e  o f  p o r t s — a s  t h e
b a c k b o n e  o f  t h e  m a r i n e  e c o n o m y — a n d  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  t o  b e c o m e  h u b s  f o r
c i r c u l a r  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t i e s  b y  f a c i l i t a t i n g  m a t e r i a l  r e u s e  a n d  r e c y c l i n g .
A d m i r a l  S a l m a n ,  M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r  o f  K a r a c h i  S h i p y a r d ,  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e
n e e d  f o r  c l e a n e r  s h i p b u i l d i n g  p r o c e s s e s .  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  K a r a c h i  S h i p y a r d  i s
i m p l e m e n t i n g  r e s p o n s i b l e  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  s y s t e m s ,  o i l  s p i l l  c o n t r o l
m e a s u r e s ,  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y - e n h a n c i n g  t e c h n o l o g i e s  s u c h  a s  w a t e r  j e t  c u t t i n g .
D r .  A b i d  S u l e r i ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  S D P I ,  u n d e r s c o r e d  P a k i s t a n ’ s  s t r a t e g i c
m a r i t i m e  l o c a t i o n  a n d  i t s  c r i t i c a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  g l o b a l  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  v a l u e
c h a i n .  H e  r a i s e d  s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  l a b o u r
c h a l l e n g e s  p o s e d  b y  c u r r e n t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  p r a c t i c e s ,  p o i n t i n g  t o  c h e m i c a l
a n d  o i l  s p i l l s  a n d  t h e  d u m p i n g  o f  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  a s  m a j o r  t h r e a t s  t o
b i o d i v e r s i t y  a n d  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .  D r .  S u l e r i  a d v o c a t e d  f o r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f
g r e e n  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  m e t h o d s  t h a t  a r e  s o c i a l l y  i n c l u s i v e —
e n s u r i n g  t h a t  m a r g i n a l i z e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  w o m e n  b e n e f i t  e c o n o m i c a l l y
w i t h o u t  b e i n g  e x p o s e d  t o  t o x i c  s u b s t a n c e s .  H e  a l s o  s h a r e d  t h a t  i n s i g h t s
f r o m  t h e  w e b i n a r  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  P a k i s t a n ’ s  N a t i o n a l
C i r c u l a r  E c o n o m y  P o l i c y ,  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  d r a f t e d  b y  S D P I  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n
w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  E n v i r o n m e n t  P r o g r a m m e  ( U N E P ) .  D r .  A n e e l  S a l m a n ,
C h a i r  o f  E c o n o m i c  S e c u r i t y  a t  t h e  I s l a m a b a d  P o l i c y  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e  ( I P R I ) ,
h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  s y s t e m i c  c h a l l e n g e s  f a c i n g  P a k i s t a n ’ s  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  s e c t o r .
H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  g r a p p l e  w i t h  r e g u l a t o r y  l o o p h o l e s ,
o u t d a t e d  t e c h n o l o g y ,  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  W o r k e r s  a t  t h e
G a d a n i  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d ,  h e  s a i d ,  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  e x p o s e d  t o  t o x i c
s u b s t a n c e s  s u c h  a s  a s b e s t o s  a n d  P C B s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  w e a k  e n f o r c e m e n t
o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n s  e n a b l e s  s h i p  o w n e r s  t o  e v a d e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  b y  f l a g g i n g  v e s s e l s  u n d e r  p e r m i s s i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s .
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https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1294665-western-countries-send-ships-to-gadani-under-falsified-documents
https://sdpi.org/consultative-webinar-on-circularity-in-the-marine-environment-and-sustainable-ship-recycling-in-pakistan/publication_detail
https://sdpi.org/consultative-webinar-on-circularity-in-the-marine-environment-and-sustainable-ship-recycling-in-pakistan/publication_detail


M E E T I N G  O U R  S O U T H  A S I A N  M E M B E R S

Es t a b l i s h e d  i n  2 0 0 3  i n  Ba n g l a d e s h ,  t h e  Occ u p at i o n a l  Sa fe t y a n d  He a l t h
Env i ro n m e nt  (O S H E )  Fo u n d at i o n  i s  a  l e a d i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n  re cog n i s e d  fo r  i t s
i m p a c t f u l  wo r k  i n  Occ u p at i o n a l  He a l t h  a n d  Safe t y (O H S ) ,  l a b o u r  s t a n d a rd s ,
a n d  s u p p o r t  fo r  o cc u p at i o n a l  v i c t i m s .  O S H E  p l aye d  a  key ro l e  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e
Nat i o n a l  Occ u p at i o n a l  He a l t h  a n d  Safe t y Po l i c y ( 2 0 1 3 ) ,  co nt i n u e s  to
i n f l u e n ce  l a b o u r  l aw re fo r m s  a n d  co nt r i b u te s  to  t h e  i m p rove m e nt  of  l a b o u r
r i g ht s  i n  t h e  co u nt r y.  O S H E  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  a  p i o n e e r  i n  i n t ro d u c i n g  a n d
p ro m ot i n g  t h e  co n ce pt  of  Ju s t  Tra n s i t i o n  a t  t h e  n at i o n a l  l eve l .  I t  h a s
p a r t i c i p ate d  i n  s eve ra l  g l o b a l  c l i m ate  co nfe re n ce s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Pa r i s
A g re e m e nt ,  a n d  h a s  wo r ke d  to  co ntex t u a l i s e  j u s t  t ra n s i t i o n  i n  Ba n g l a d e s h
t h ro u g h  awa re n e s s  c a m p a i g n s ,  s e n s i t i s a t i o n  p rog ra m s ,  a n d  k n ow l e d ge -
s h a r i n g  i n i t i a t i ve s .

M i s s i o n  a n d  V i s i o n :  A  l a b o u r  s e c t o r  w h e r e  e v e r y  w o r k e r  t h r i v e s  i n  a  s a f e ,
j u s t ,  a n d  i n c l u s i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  e f f e c t i v e  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  a n d
l e g a l  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  l a w s ,  s u s t a i n a b l e  p r a c t i c e s ,  a n d
e m p o w e r m e n t  o f  w o r k e r s  t h r o u g h  s o c i a l  p r o t e c t i o n .  W e  e n v i s i o n  a  f u t u r e
w h e r e  g r e e n  j o b s ,  a  f a i r  a n d  j u s t  t r a n s i t i o n ,  a n d  e q u i t a b l e  w o r k i n g
c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  t h e  n o r m .

W o r k  o n  S h i p b r e a k i n g :  O S H E  a d v o c a t e s  f o r  s a f e t y ,  w o r k e r s ’  r i g h t s ,  a n d
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y .  I t  h a s  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e
s e c t o r ’ s  s e v e r e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  r i s k s — s u c h  a s  t o x i c  e x p o s u r e  a n d  u n s a f e
w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s — a n d  w o r k s  w i t h  c i v i l  s o c i e t y ,  t r a d e  u n i o n s ,  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p a r t n e r s  t o  p r o m o t e  s a f e r ,  m o r e  t r a n s p a r e n t ,  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  p r a c t i c e s .
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OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH ENVIRONMENT FOUNDATION
TOWARDS JUST TRANSITION

https://oshefoundation.org/


While the industry obviously wants to make money, and the government sees the
industry as a source of economic revenue, there is no long-term plan on how to
transform the sector in a just and sustainable way. Just transition, in this case, is a
pathway that needs to be explored and must involve the government, employers,
trade unions, local communities, and NGOs to identify the gaps and bottlenecks for
a just transition. Community actions, skilling and reskilling, and good governance
must be secured. This requires effective social dialogues so that the transition
becomes real—and not just another example of greenwashing.

Repon Chowdhury, Executive Director OSHE
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BANGLADESH ENVIRONMENTAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION (BELA)
DEFENDING THE ENVIRONMENT, EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES

Es t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 9 3 ,  t h e  Ba n g l a d e s h  Env i ro n m e nt a l  L aw ye rs  A s s o c i a t i o n
( B E L A )  i s  t h e  co u nt r y ’s  l e a d i n g  n o n - p rof i t  o rg a n i s a t i o n  co m m i t te d  to
a d va n c i n g  e nv i ro n m e nt a l  j u s t i ce .  A s  t h e  o n l y  o rg a n i s a t i o n  of  i t s  k i n d  i n
Ba n g l a d e s h ,  B E L A h a s  g a i n e d  s i g n i f i c a nt  re cog n i t i o n  b ot h  n at i o n a l l y  a n d
i nte r n at i o n a l l y  fo r  i t s  u nwave r i n g  e f fo r t s  to  p ro m ote  e nv i ro n m e nt a l
p rote c t i o n  a n d  j u s t i ce .

M i s s i o n  a n d  V i s i o n :  B E L A  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  c o m m u n i t y  e m p o w e r m e n t ,
e n s u r i n g  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r i g h t s  i n  a  j u s t ,  e q u i t a b l e ,  a n d  g e n d e r - s e n s i t i v e  m a n n e r .

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00141844.2023.2208309
https://belabangla.org/


Shipbreaking activities in Bangladesh continue to present serious threats to human
health and the environment. Immediate and decisive action is essential to enforce
stringent regulations, eliminate hazardous waste practices, control pollution,
protect the environment and safeguard the rights and well-being of workers. BELA
remains unwavering in its commitment to ensuring accountability across all
stakeholders and advancing a just and sustainable transformation of the
shipbreaking sector.

Taslima Islam, Executive Director or BELA
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W o r k  o n  S h i p b r e a k i n g :  B E L A  h a s  b e e n  a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r
s a f e r ,  m o r e  s u s t a i n a b l e  p r a c t i c e s  i n  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y .  T h e
o r g a n i s a t i o n  p l a y s  a  k e y  r o l e  i n  h o l d i n g  b o t h  d o m e s t i c  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
s t a k e h o l d e r s  a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d e g r a d a t i o n  a n d  h u m a n
r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  o c c u r r i n g  w i t h i n  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s .  T h r o u g h  s t r a t e g i c
l e g a l  a d v o c a c y ,  i m p a c t f u l  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  c a m p a i g n s ,  B E L A
w o r k s  t o  m i t i g a t e  t h e  s e v e r e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h a z a r d s — s u c h  a s  t o x i c  w a s t e
a n d  p o l l u t i o n — a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s h i p b r e a k i n g ,  w h i l e  a l s o  c h a m p i o n i n g  t h e
r i g h t s  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  w o r k e r s .  C o l l a b o r a t i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,
g o v e r n m e n t  b o d i e s ,  a n d  g l o b a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  n e t w o r k s ,  B E L A  h a s  b e e n
i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  p u s h i n g  f o r  s t r i c t e r  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  h i g h e r  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d
e f f e c t i v e  e n f o r c e m e n t  m e c h a n i s m s .  N o t a b l y ,  B E L A  f i l e d  s i x  P u b l i c  I n t e r e s t
L i t i g a t i o n s  ( P I L s ) ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  o v e r  5 0  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i r e c t i v e s  f r o m  t h e  c o u r t s
t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e  i n d u s t r y  a n d  p r o t e c t  w o r k e r s ’  r i g h t s .  T h e s e  e f f o r t s  h a v e  a l s o
l e d  t o  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  t w o  l a n d m a r k  R u l e s  o n  S h i p b r e a k i n g  i n  2 0 1 1  a n d
t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  a n d  R e c y c l i n g  R u l e s  A c t  i n  2 0 1 8 .

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND POLICY INSTITUTE (SDPI)
A CATALYST FOR SUSTAINABLE AND JUST DEVELOPMENT

https://sdpi.org/


Current shipbreaking practices pose significant environmental and labour
challenges, such as chemical spills, oil leaks, and improper disposal of hazardous
materials, all of which threaten coastal biodiversity and local communities. The
growing global shift towards sustainable maritime practices and the adoption of
circular economy models, urge Pakistan to modernise its regulatory framework to
align with international standards.

Dr. Abid Suleri, Executive Director SDPI
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Fo u n d e d  i n  Au g u s t  1 9 9 2 ,  t h e  Su s t a i n a b l e  Deve l o p m e nt  a n d  Po l i c y In s t i t u te
( S D P I )  wa s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b a s e d  o n  t h e  re co m m e n d at i o n s  of  Pa k i s t a n ' s  Nat i o n a l
Co n s e r vat i o n  St ra te g y ( N C S ) ,  a l s o  k n ow n  a s  Pa k i s t a n ’s  A ge n d a  2 1 .  Th i s
v i s i o n a r y d o c u m e nt ,  a p p rove d  by t h e  Fe d e ra l  C a b i n et  i n  Ma rc h  1 9 9 2 ,  p l a ce d
Pa k i s t a n ’s  s o c i o - e co n o m i c  d eve l o p m e nt  w i t h i n  t h e  f ra m ewo r k  of  a  n at i o n a l
e nv i ro n m e nt a l  p l a n .  I t  o u t l i n e d  t h e  n e ce s s i t y  of  c re at i n g  a n  i n d e p e n d e nt ,
n o n - p rof i t  o rg a n i s a t i o n  to  p rov i d e  ex p e r t i s e  i n  p o l i c y a n a l ys i s ,  d eve l o p m e nt ,
i n te r ve nt i o n ,  a n d  a d v i s o r y s e r v i ce s .

M i s s i o n  a n d  V i s i o n :  S D P I ' s  m i s s i o n  i s  t o  p r o m o t e  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t
b y  e n h a n c i n g  p e a c e ,  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  a n d  w e l l - b e i n g  f o r  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e
g e n e r a t i o n s .

W o r k  o n  S h i p b r e a k i n g :  S D P I  w o r k  f o c u s e s  o n  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  s a f e r  a n d  m o r e
s u s t a i n a b l e  p r a c t i c e s  i n  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e
c o n t e x t  o f  P a k i s t a n ' s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  l a n d s c a p e .  T h e
i n s t i t u t e  p r o v i d e s  p o l i c y  a n a l y s i s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o n  i m p r o v i n g  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a n d  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s  w i t h i n  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d s ,  f o c u s i n g  o n
m i n i m i s i n g  t o x i c  w a s t e ,  p o l l u t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  a d v e r s e  h e a l t h  i m p a c t s  o n
w o r k e r s .  T h r o u g h  r e s e a r c h ,  a d v o c a c y ,  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  l o c a l  a n d
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  S D P I  w o r k s  t o w a r d s  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  r e g u l a t o r y
f r a m e w o r k s  a n d  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a d h e r e  t o  b o t h
n a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l a w s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s .  



Th e  Ce nte r  fo r  Ru l e  of  L aw i s  a n  i n d e p e n d e nt ,  n o n - gove r n m e nt a l ,  n o n - p rof i t ,
n o n - p o l i t i c a l  a n d  n o n - s e c t a r i a n  (n o n - re l i g i o u s)  o rg a n i s a t i o n  w h i c h  a i m s  to
p ro m ote  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  awa re n e s s  of  l aw i n  Pa k i s t a n ,  a n d  a b ro a d .  C RO L I  h a s
co nt r i b u te d  towa rd s  t h e  t ra i n i n g  of  l e g a l  s t a f f  a n d  j u d i c i a r y,  i n c l u d i n g
j u d ge s ,  l aw ye rs ,  p ro s e c u to rs  a n d  gove r n m e nt  of f i c i a l s .  C RO L I ,  t h ro u g h  i t s
fo u n d e r  Mu h a m m a d  Ma j i d  Ba s h i r,  a l s o  h a s  t h e  h o n o u r  of  t ra i n i n g
p ro s e c u to rs  a n d  j u d ge s  a t  a  n at i o n a l  l eve l  i n  t h e  Fe d e ra l  Ju d i c i a l  Ac a d e my.

M i s s i o n  a n d  V i s i o n :  T o  h e l p  a n d  g u i d e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  P a k i s t a n  t o  p l a y  t h e i r
r e s p e c t i v e  r o l e s  i n  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o u r  p e o p l e  a n d  n a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  b y
i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  R u l e  o f  L a w .   W e  w i s h  t o  s e e  a  p e a c e f u l ,  p r o g r e s s i v e  a n d
p r o s p e r o u s  P a k i s t a n  t h a t  o f f e r s  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  a l l  i t s  C i t i z e n s ;  a
P a k i s t a n  w h e r e  R u l e  o f  L a w  t a k e s  p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  a n d
w h e r e  l i f e  a n d  a f f a i r s  a n c i l l a r y  t h e r e t o  a r e  r e g u l a t e d  b y  l a w  r a t h e r  t h a n
p e r s o n a l  p r e f e r e n c e s  a n d  c h o i c e .  

W o r k  o n  S h i p b r e a k i n g :  C R O L I  h a s  b e e n  a c t i v e l y  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  a
s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n
P a k i s t a n .  T h e y  h a v e  r a i s e d  a w a r e n e s s  a m o n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  a b o u t
e x i s t i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  l a w s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  C R O L I  p r o p o s e d
a  d r a f t  r e g u l a t o r y  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  B a l o c h i s t a n ,  a i m i n g  t o
s e t  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  s a f e r  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .
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CENTER FOR RULE OF LAW ISLAMABAD (CROLI)
UPHOLDING THE RULE OF LAW

https://pakngos.com.pk/ngo/center-for-rule-of-law-islamabad-croli/


When injustice becomes law, resistance becomes duty.

Judge Muhammad Majid Bashir, Founder of CROLI
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Fo u n d e d  i n  2 0 0 8  i n  New De l h i ,  In d i a ,  t h e  Le g a l  In i t i a t i ve  fo r  Fo re s t  a n d
Env i ro n m e nt  ( L I F E )  wa s  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  m i s s i o n  of  p ro m ot i n g
e nv i ro n m e nt a l  d e m o c ra c y.  L I F E  i s  a  n at i o n a l  l eve l  p u b l i c  i n te re s t
e nv i ro n m e nt a l  l aw g ro u p  w h i c h  a p p l i e s  a  u n i q u e  co m b i n at i o n  of  l aw,  s c i e n ce
a n d  a d vo c a c y to  p rote c t  b i o d i ve rs i t y  h ot s p ot s ,  f l o ra  a n d  fa u n a ,  c l e a n  u p  a i r
a n d  wate r  a n d  p rote c t  v u l n e ra b l e  co m m u n i t i e s  w h i l e  e n s u r i n g  t h at  In d i a
a d o pt s  a n d  i m p l e m e nt s  a  l ow c a r b o n  p at h  of  d eve l o p m e nt  a n d  s t re n g t h e n i n g
c l i m ate  re s i l i e n ce .  Acce s s  to  In fo r m at i o n ,  Pu b l i c  Pa r t i c i p at i o n ,  a n d  Acce s s  to
Ju s t i ce  i n  e nv i ro n m e nt a l  m at te rs ,  e m p owe r i n g  co m m u n i t i e s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s
to  e n g a ge  a c t i ve l y  i n  t h e  p rote c t i o n  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  m a n a ge m e nt  of  t h e
e nv i ro n m e nt .  L I F E  h a s  b e e n  awa rd e d  t h e  2 0 2 1  R i g ht  L i ve l i h o o d  Awa rd ,  a l s o
k n ow n  a s  t h e  A l te r n at i ve  No b e l  Pr i ze .  I t  wa s  h o n o u re d  fo r  i t s  i n n ovat i ve
l e g a l  wo r k  e m p owe r i n g  co m m u n i t i e s  to  p rote c t  t h e i r  re s o u rce s  i n  t h e  p u rs u i t
of  e nv i ro n m e nt a l  d e m o c ra c y i n  In d i a .

LEGAL INITIATIVE FOR FOREST AND ENVIRONMENT (LIFE)
TOWARDS ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

https://thelifeindia.org.in/
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M i s s i o n  a n d  V i s i o n :  Ad va n c i n g  e nv i ro n m e nt a l  d e m o c ra c y a n d  j u s t i ce  t h ro u g h
t h e  s t ra te g i c  u s e  of  l aw a n d  s c i e nt i f i c ,  ev i d e n ce - b a s e d  a d vo c a c y.  Ou r  v i s i o n
i s  to  d r i ve  m e a n i n g f u l  re fo r m  i n  e nv i ro n m e nt a l  l aw by s p a r k i n g  n ew
co nve rs at i o n s  a n d  i n n ovat i ve  a p p ro a c h e s .  Th ro u g h  l e g a l  i n te r ve nt i o n s  a n d
s c i e nt i f i c  re s e a rc h ,  we  s t r i ve  to  c re ate  a  m o re  j u s t  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  f u t u re .  

Wo r k  o n  S h i p b re a k i n g :  L I F E  h a s  b e e n  a  m e m b e r  of  t h e  P l a t fo r m  s i n ce  2 0 0 8 .
I t  h a s  b e e n  wo r k i n g  o n  d o c u m e nt i n g  co m p l i a n ce  w i t h  e nv i ro n m e nt a l  l aws
w i t h  re s p e c t  to  s h i p b re a k i n g  i n  In d i a .  Sp e c i f i c a l l y,  i t  h a s  fo c u s e d  o n  t h e
Env i ro n m e nt  Im p a c t  A s s e s s m e nt  a n d  Co a s t a l  Re g u l a t i o n  Zo n e  s o  fa r  a s
ex i s t i n g  a n d  n ew s h i p  b re a k i n g  ya rd s  a re  co n ce r n e d .  

TOXICS LINK
FOR A TOXICS-FREE WORLD  

Tox i c s  L i n k ,  a  n o n  - p rof i t  o rg a n i s a t i o n  re g i s te re d  i n  New De l h i ,  In d i a ,  i s  a n
i n i t i a t i ve  of  Th e  Ju s t  Env i ro n m e nt  C h a r i t a b l e  Tr u s t .  I t  e m e rge d  f ro m  t h e
c r i t i c a l  n e e d  to  a d d re s s  k n ow l e d ge  g a p s  re l a t i n g  to  t h e  i s s u e s  of  tox i c i t y
a n d  wa s te  a n d  t h e i r  i m p a c t s  o n  t h e  e nv i ro n m e nt  a n d  h u m a n  h e a l t h ,
e s p e c i a l l y  o n  v u l n e ra b l e  a n d  m a rg i n a l i s e d  co m m u n i t i e s .

M i s s i o n  a n d  V i s i o n :  Fo c u s  o n  wa s te  a n d  c h e m i c a l  i s s u e s  to  h e l p  fo r m u l a te
a n d  i m p l e m e nt  s o c i a l l y  j u s t ,  e nv i ro n m e nt a l l y  s a fe ,  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  s o l u t i o n s .
Th e s e  i n c l u d e  s a fe r,  re s p o n s i b l e  wa s te  m a n a ge m e nt  a n d  re d u c t i o n  p ra c t i ce s
a s  p a r t  of  c i rc u l a r  re s o u rce  f l ows  a n d  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n ,  re d u c t i o n ,  a n d
e l i m i n at i o n  of  h a z a rd o u s  c h e m i c a l s .

Wo r k  o n  S h i p b re a k i n g :  Tox i c s  L i n k  m o n i to rs  t h e  e nv i ro n m e nt a l  i m p a c t  of  t h e
s h i p b re a k i n g  i n d u s t r y i n  In d i a ,  a s s e s s i n g  co n d i t i o n s  a n d  a d vo c at i n g  fo r
i m p rove d  re g u l a to r y f ra m ewo r k s  a n d  p ra c t i ce s  t h at  p rote c t  b ot h  wo r ke rs
a n d  e co sys te m s .

https://toxicslink.org/


The shipbreaking industry in Alang poses serious threat to the environment on
account of extremely hazardous and dangerous operations executed in a closed
environment. It has resisted any move to bring in any form of transparency either
through integration of technology or any other form of monitoring and oversight
mechanism. It cannot be business as usual and it must change.

Satish Sinha, Associate Director at Toxics Link
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H O W  R I C H  N A T I O N S  D U M P  O L D  C R U I S E  S H I P S  A N D  O I L  T A N K E R S  I N
D E V E L O P I N G  C O U N T R I E S  

B u s i n e s s  I n s i d e r ,  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  n e w s  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  r e c e n t l y  r e l e a s e d  a
d o c u m e n t a r y  o n  t h e  G a d a n i  s h i p b r e a k i n g  y a r d  i n  P a k i s t a n — t h e  w o r l d ’ s  t h i r d -
l a r g e s t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  h u b .  T h e  f i l m  r e v e a l s  h o w  m a n y  d e c o m m i s s i o n e d
v e s s e l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  o r i g i n a t i n g  f r o m  E u r o p e ,  a r r i v e  i n  G a d a n i  t h r o u g h
i l l e g a l  c h a n n e l s ,  o f t e n  u n d e r  “ f l a g s  o f  c o n v e n i e n c e ”  t h a t  a l l o w  s h i p  o w n e r s
t o  e v a d e  s t r i c t e r  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h e  d o c u m e n t a r y  s h e d s  l i g h t  o n  t h e  b r o a d e r
s t r u g g l e s  f a c e d  b y  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  P a k i s t a n  i n  m a n a g i n g  t h e  i n f l u x
o f  e n d - o f - l i f e  v e s s e l s  a n d  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  u r g e n t  n e e d  f o r  s t r i c t e r
e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e g u l a t i o n s .  I t  c a l l s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  g l o b a l
s h i p p i n g  i n d u s t r y ’ s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  p r a c t i c e s
p r o t e c t  b o t h  h u m a n  l i v e s  a n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .

J u l y  2 0 2 4
A h m e d  I m t i a z  C h o w d h u r y ,  S a i f u l  I s l a m

T h i s  r e s e a r c h  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  o u t - m i g r a t i o n  f r o m
B a n g l a d e s h ' s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  o n  i t s  w o r k e r s .  I t  a l s o  a i m e d  t o  i d e n t i f y
t h e  o b s t a c l e s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  e n c o u n t e r e d  b y  w o r k e r s  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e
i n d u s t r y  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s  o f  e m p l o y m e n t .  T h e  m e t h o d o l o g y  i n c l u d e d  1 2 0
s e m i - c l o s e - e n d e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  1 3  i n - d e p t h  i n t e r v i e w s  c o n d u c t e d  i n  b o t h
t h e  n o r t h e r n  a n d  s o u t h e r n  r e g i o n s  o f  B a n g l a d e s h ,  e t h n o g r a p h i c  a n a l y s i s ,
a n d  s e c o n d a r y  r e s e a r c h .  R e s p o n d e n t s  w e r e  a g e d  1 8  a n d  a b o v e  a n d
r e p r e s e n t e d  d i v e r s e  g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e  f i n d i n g s
r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  o u t - m i g r a n t  w o r k e r s  f a c e  a  r a n g e  o f  c h a l l e n g e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  s e r i o u s  h e a l t h  i s s u e s ,  s o c i a l  s t i g m a ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t r a u m a ,  l i m i t e d
e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  r e s t r i c t e d  g e o g r a p h i c a l  m o b i l i t y .  T h e  s t u d y
c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  s h i p b r e a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  c r e a t e s  m o r e  b a r r i e r s  t h a n
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  w o r k e r s  o n c e  t h e y  e x i t  t h e  s e c t o r .  O n l y  a  s m a l l  m i n o r i t y ,
p r i m a r i l y  t h o s e  w h o  h e l d  t e c h n i c a l  o r  s u p e r v i s o r y  p o s i t i o n s ,  w e r e  a b l e  t o
d e r i v e  t a n g i b l e  b e n e f i t s  f r o m  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y .  O v e r a l l ,  t h e
r e s e a r c h  h i g h l i g h t s  t h a t  s h i p b r e a k i n g  h a s  a  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  d e t r i m e n t a l
i m p a c t  o n  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  w e l l - b e i n g  a n d  p r o s p e c t s  o f  o u t - m i g r a n t  w o r k e r s .

B a n g l a d e s h  S h i p  B r e a k i n g  I n d u s t r y :  I s  i t  a n  O p p o r t u n i t y  o r  O b s t a c l e s  f o r
O u t - M i g r a n t  W o r k e r s ?

R E S E A R C H  &  R E A D I N G S

APRIL 2025SAQU #41 //

https://www.businessinsider.com/rich-nations-dump-old-cruise-ships-oil-tankers-developing-countries-2025-3
https://www.businessinsider.com/rich-nations-dump-old-cruise-ships-oil-tankers-developing-countries-2025-3
https://www.businessinsider.com/rich-nations-dump-old-cruise-ships-oil-tankers-developing-countries-2025-3
https://techniumscience.com/index.php/socialsciences/article/view/11302/4358
https://techniumscience.com/index.php/socialsciences/article/view/11302/4358
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O U R  R E P O R T S

N G O  S h i p b r e a k i n g  P l a t f o r m

S h i p  R e c y c l i n g  i n  T u r k e y :  C h a l l e n g e s  a n d  F u t u r e  D i r e c t i o n  ( 2 0 2 4 )

“ T r a d i n g  L i v e s  f o r  P r o f i t :  H o w  t h e  S h i p p i n g  I n d u s t r y  C i r c u m v e n t s
R e g u l a t i o n s  t o  S c r a p  T o x i c  S h i p s  o n  B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  B e a c h e s ”  -  I n
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  H u m a n  R i g h t s  W a t c h  ( 2 0 2 3 )

B r e a k i n g  O u t :  A n c h o r i n g  C i r c u l a r  I n n o v a t i o n  f o r  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  ( 2 0 2 2 )

T h e  T o x i c  T i d e  -  D a t a  a n d  f i g u r e s  ( 2 0 2 2 )

C o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t e r m s :  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  m u s t  a l i g n  i t s  w a s t e  s h i p  e x p o r t s
w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  a n d  g r e e n  d e a l  ( 2 0 2 0 )

S t u d y  R e p o r t  o n  C h i l d  L a b o u r  i n  t h e  S h i p b r e a k i n g  S e c t o r  i n  B a n g l a d e s h
( 2 0 1 9 )

B e h i n d  t h e  H y p o c r i s y  o f  B e t t e r  B e a c h e s  ( 2 0 1 9 )

R e c y c l i n g  O u t l o o k .  D e c o m m i s s i o n i n g  o f  N o r t h  S e a  F l o a t i n g  O i l  &  G a s  U n i t s .
( 2 0 1 9 )
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https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Turkey-Report-2023-NGOSBP.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/node/385988
https://www.hrw.org/node/385988
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Breaking-Out-Magazine.pdf
https://www.offthebeach.org/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report-EU-SRR-Ban-Amendment-BAN-EEB-GP-SBP_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Child20Labor20Final_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Final-Report-PE_compressed.pdf
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Shipbreaking-OG-Report_compressed-compressed.pdf


S i n c e  2 0 0 9 ,  a r o u n d  8 2 2 1  s h i p s  w e r e  s c r a p p e d  i n  S o u t h  A s i a ,  c a u s i n g  a t  l e a s t
4 7 3  d e a t h s  a n d  5 1 7  i n j u r i e s .  T h e  f i g u r e s  o n  a c c i d e n t s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  m u c h
h i g h e r .  O c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e s  a r e  n o t  e v e n  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d
a r e  n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  m o n i t o r e d .

WE ARE NOW CALLING FOR YOUR SUPPORT TO HELP INJURED

WORKERS AND ASBESTOS VICTIMS IN BANGLADESH. CHECK OUT

OUR FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN FOR MORE INFORMATION BY

CLICKING HERE OR ON THE IMAGE BELOW.

https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign/
https://shipbreakingplatform.org/fundraising-campaign/


SUPPORT 
OUR WORK

T o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s a f e  a n d  c l e a n  s h i p  r e c y c l i n g  b e c o m e s  t h e  n o r m ,  a n d  n o t  t h e
e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n f o r m  p o l i c y  m a k e r s ,  f i n a n c i a l  a n d
c o r p o r a t e  l e a d e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  j o u r n a l i s t s .  W i t h  a  b r o a d  b a s e
o f  s u p p o r t  b o t h  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  i n
s h i p  o w n i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  s h i p b r e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  P l a t f o r m  p l a y s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  e n c o m p a s s  t h e  r e s p e c t  o f  h u m a n
r i g h t s ,  c o r p o r a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  j u s t i c e .  

W i l l  y o u  j o i n  u s ?  

I f  y o u  s h a r e  o u r  v i s i o n  p l e a s e  m a k e  a  d o n a t i o n
t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  w o r k  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  t o  f i n d  o u t
h o w  w e  c a n  w o r k  t o g e t h e r !
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A B O U T  T H I S  R E P O R T

F I N D  U S  O N L I N E

WE THANK THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND THE LIFE PROGRAMME FOR THEIR SUPPORT.


